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Dear Parents 
 
I hope that you and your families are well and have remained positive through this difficult time. Although it has 
not been the end to the academic year that we might have expected, this year has seen Year 7 achieve many 
successes, both in academic studies and extracurricular achievements.  I would like to thank all those students 
involved and the staff and parents for the support that has been given throughout the year and, in particular, 
over the last four months. 
 
Since the school closure back in March, students will have fallen into one of three categories with regard to their 
engagement with the school work that has been set remotely: 
 

 Those that have engaged really well with the on-line provision and have worked hard to keep up-to-date 
with the course. 

 Those that have partially engaged with the on-line provision but need to be supported in completing the 
work set during the lock down period. 

 Those that have found the experience challenging for a variety of reasons (some through no fault of 
their own) and have struggled to stay on top of the work set. 

 
The summer holidays are a key time for the students; whilst it is important that they do get a break from school 
work, they should also be readying themselves for their studies in Year 8.  Attached to this letter you will find a 
document entitled ‘Consolidation and Getting Ahead Programme’. In this you will find different types of work to 
address the needs of the students in the above categories.  
 
For those students who fall in to the first category, subjects have identified optional tasks that could be 
completed over the summer holidays.  The aim of these tasks is to encourage students to maintain their 
excellent work ethos and allow for skills to be developed, consolidated and embedded.  A suggested time of one 
hour per subject is recommended which will also allow students to have time for activities they enjoy. 
 
For students who struggled to manage their work load, for whatever reason, and those who have work to catch 
up on (students in categories 2 and 3) there are compulsory tasks which they will be required to complete before 
the start of the new academic year in September. This is to ensure that they have acquired the knowledge and 
skills which will enable them to take advantage of the next phase of their education.  If there is anything that is 
more specific to individual students they will be contacted directly by subject staff.  Whilst it is imperative that 
this work is completed, they also need to ensure that they have a break and time for recreational activities. 
I would like to take this opportunity to wish all our Year 7 students the best of luck in their future studies at St 
Bernard’s and look forward to catching up with them as our Year 8 students. 
 
From September, Mr Powell will oversee your child’s progress and pastoral well-being as Head of Year 8, ably 
supported by his tutor team of Mrs Kaur (8A), Mr Byrne (8R), Mrs McQuillan (8W) and new colleagues Mr Mills 
(8B) and Miss Zarzecka (8S). 
 
I wish you all an enjoyable summer break and the best of health. 
 
Kind regards 
 
Miss Whelan 
Head of Year 7 


