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Dear Parents 
  
First of all I would like to take the opportunity to thank you and your families for the support and guidance that you 
have given your children over the last four months.  It has been an extraordinary time and each family will have 
endured their own unique set of obstacles and challenges as the lockdown has evolved.  From the interviews and 
surveys, the Year 12 students seem to have coped very well in the most part, especially as this is such an important 
year and the anxiety over approaching UCAS applications adds to the already busy and, at times, significant 
workload.  Overwhelmingly, students have looked to their parents and attributed their ability to adapt to the ‘new 
normal’ to your support and encouragement and in some cases simply getting them out of bed in the morning; so 
thank you.  
  
Of course for some, it has been undoubtedly very stressful and inevitably some students have fallen behind.  This 
letter is designed  to keep you informed of the suggested holiday work, revision topics and arrangements for next 
year; it is also to let you know that although the end of term is officially here, staff will still be checking emails and I 
will still be on hand for help and advice, albeit not every day.  We, as a school, firmly believe that a holiday is 
very much needed and an opportunity to spend time with family and friends is perhaps needed now more than ever, 
but students should continue to keep an eye on their studies and those that have fallen behind can have the space 
to catch up during this time.  It is also important to note that on return as Year 13, there will be examinations for the 
cohort in all subjects before the end of September. 
 
Attached to this letter are suggested activities to complete over the summer.  These are designed to help students 
be prepared to hit the ground running in September.  There is also a list of work covered over lockdown.  If for any 
reason your son/ daughter has fallen behind, then please talk through with them what they can do in order to catch 
up.  Subject teachers may be able to offer more details and should be checking emails over the summer period. 
Without having any confirmation of the A level exam arrangements for next year, we must assume that at this stage 
the exams are going ahead as normal in early Summer 2021.  This gives us a little over two terms of teaching time to 
complete the courses; finalise UCAS applications and personal statements; review lockdown teaching; and deliver 
PPE exams and revision.  It is going to be a tough year ahead and, as much as a break is needed, the six weeks of 
summer cannot be a total switch off for our Year 12s going into Year 13. 
 
On returning to school in September, Year 13 will be sitting PPE examinations (the Year 12 PPEs were cancelled in 
April).  These exams will take place within one week and will commence on the 14th September.  The results from 
these exams will help inform predicted grades and serve as a diagnostic tool to help teaches identify any gaps in 
learning due to school closure.  Revision for these examinations is essential.  I have included a couple of websites 
that offer sound advice for setting up revision schedules: 
https://www.theexamcoach.tv/the-blog/how-to-make-a-revision-timetable-that-works 
https://getrevising.co.uk/planner 
  
In September, in line with Government advice, the school will be operating a slightly different day and inevitably this 
will need to evolve over time.  As much as possible, different year groups will be taught in zones and lunch will be 
spread over two sittings to ensure social distancing is preserved as much as possible.  Year 12 and 13 will still have 
supervised study periods and taught lessons in all of their A level courses, and access to the Sixth Form Common 
Room and study areas.  Year 13 will also be entitled to leave school at lunchtime and not return on any day that they 
have no period 5 lesson; however, in a change to our normal practice, until further notice they will not be allowed to 
leave the school site for lunch on days that they do have a lesson period 5.  The opportunity to study from home on 
those afternoons without a lesson is a privilege and  should we feel any student would benefit from more supervised 
study or if intervention is urgently needed, then this privilege will be revoked.   

https://www.theexamcoach.tv/the-blog/how-to-make-a-revision-timetable-that-works
https://getrevising.co.uk/planner
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We will keep you informed of any further changes we may need to make to ensure the safety of all our students and 
staff in due course.  I look forward to welcoming back our new Year 13 in September. 
 
Take care and have a good summer, 
  
Sarah Instone 
Head of Sixth Form 
 

 


