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Headteacher’s Letter
Week 8
Dear Parents,
I would like to thank all pupils at St Bernard’s for making this such an enjoyable and positive first half term of the
academic year. Together, we have already achieved so much and I am already looking forward to all the exciting
learning opportunities and experiences we have on offer for the remainder of the year.
I would like to express my sincere thanks to Mrs Westby and the members of the PTFA who organised the Barn
Dance on Saturday night which was a great success. Thank you to all parents who supported the event either
through donations or through their participation.
Congratulations to Year 11 pupils who completed their Duke of Edinburgh Expedition over the weekend. Thank you
to Mrs Zadef who accompanied the pupils and ensured they were all back safely after their adventures.
Our General Assembly on Monday was led by Mr Collins and pupils in Year 9, reflecting the charity fundraising the
school had been involved in last week. Pupils spoke about the work of Great Ormond Street, and the need for
medical research to improve the life chances of young people with critical and life-threatening illnesses. As ever,
pupils skillfully managed the challenging concepts and provided opportunities for pupils to pray and reflect,
developing the moral and social dimension of our school so well.
On Tuesday, it was a pleasure to welcome Year 13 pupils and their parents to our Reporting Evening. Attendance
was excellent, with over 95% of parents attending. Parents were very positive about the continued support and
challenge from teachers to ensure their sons and daughters are focused and on target for the remainder of the
academic year.
This week, I was very pleased to launch our ‘Past, Present and Future’ Art Project with students in Year 9, 10, 11, 12
and 13 who are studying GCSE and A Level Art. The school has provided pupils with their own individual blank
canvas and has invited them to create a unique piece of work reflecting the theme of Past, Present and Future to
donate to the school. I look forward to receiving pupils’ creative responses to this project and will provide further
information about the opening of our new Café Gallery in the new year.
In preparation for the Year 11 PPEs which will begin in December, I am very pleased that we have been showcasing
the top tips of some of our most successful pupils from the last academic year. At St Bernard's, we are focused on
ensuring the very highest possible academic standards for all our students and the advice and guidance given by
students, should enable pupils to aspire and achieve great results year on year.
We wish our own pupils ‘Buon Viaggio’ as they set off for Florence over the half term.
I hope parents enjoy the half term break with their families and I look forward to welcoming pupils back to St
Bernard’s on Monday, 4th November at the usual time of 8.30am.
Yours sincerely,

Paul Kassapian
Headteacher

School website: www.st-bernards.slough.sch.uk
Twitter:@StBernardsCGS

Art Project - The Blank Canvas Project
This week we launched an exciting project for pupils who are studying art in KS4 and 5. Pupils have been given
a 'blank canvas' and have been given the title of 'Past Present Future', as the inspiration for their creative work.
Pupils can choose a study, idea or theme from either the 'past', perhaps something from their own childhood
experiences, family or history.
The 'present' could include their interpretation of social media, current affairs, topical issues, contemporary
moral or social issues, such as the environment, poverty, fashion.
The 'future' could be about technology, about new family models, growing up, about the planet or next
generations.
Pupils have been asked to spend between 8-10 hours of their own time to complete their work by 8th January
2020, which they will then donate back to the school, to be exhibited in the new café and around the school.
Parents will be invited to the opening of the new Café gallery, to view the finished pieces in the New Year.

To celebrate the end of half-term, Mr Fieldhouse’s Form 7B celebrated with a ‘bake off’.
There were some very impressive cakes. Thank you to everyone who contributed.

Key dates for next term
Year 7 Disco
Tuesday 5th November 7-8:30pm
06/11/2019 - Y12 Safe Drive (12.30-15.30) - Wycombe Swan
06/11/2019 - Y11 Geog GCSE Field Trip - Mop End
07/11/2019 - Senior Maths Challenge School Events
08/11/2019 - Y11 Reports Issued
11/11/2019 - Y13 Geography Fieldwork - Slapton Ley (11th-15th)
12/11/2019 - Sixth Form Information Evening 6-8pm
13/11/2019 - Y8 Hampton Court (8A&8B)
14/11/2019 - Y8 Hampton Court (8R&8S)
14/11/2019 - Y10 Silver DofE Information Evening 6:30pm-7:30pm
19/11/2019 - Holocaust Survivor Talk (VI Form) 2:30pm-3:30pm
19/11/2019 - Y9 Parents' Evening 4:30pm - 7:00pm
22/11/2019 - Y10 & Y12 Effort & Attainment Grades Issued
25/11/2019 - Y7 School Council Elections
25/11/2019 - Y11 Drama GCSE Performance (All Day)
28/11/2019 - Y12 GCSE Certificate Evening
02/12/2019 - Y11 PPE (Set 1) Begin
03/12/2019 - Y7 & Y8 Effort & Attainment Grades Issued
03/12/2019 - Parent Focus Group (7pm-8pm)
06/12/2019 - Y10 (30 Students) GCSE Science LIVE
13/12/2019 - Y11 PPE (Set 1) End
16/12/2019 &17/11/2019 - Y11 Art PPE Examinations
20/12/2019 - End of Term for Students 12:30pm
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Helen now lives in Cornwall and was visiting Slough with her daughter, Julie. She remembers
her time at St Bernard’s fondly and was delighted to spot herself in a photograph from 1951.

Maths Puzzle of the Week

The Maths Department are proud to present the International Puzzle of the Week! This is for all
students and not restricted to any one year group.
Every week a new puzzle will be published and students are encouraged to submit their solutions via
the form on the QR code. Parents be warned - we will be starting a parent competition soon.
We are in the process of confirming our monthly prize, it will be something exciting! If you are
interested in sponsoring our puzzle prize please feel free to get in touch to discuss.
Please find below this weeks puzzle, entries will be taken until Sunday midnight.
St Bernard's are currently 5th in the world, (one place above my old school - JESS Dubai 😊).
Enjoy.

Mr Kular
Head of Mathematics

Top Tips from the Experts!
As we approach Year 11 PPEs in December, we are providing Top Tips from 5 of our highest
GCSE performances last year, who are now members of Year 12 at St Bernard’s.

Maths Workshop

Positive Points (18th October – 23rd October 2019)

HOUSE TOTALS

Annay 1181
La Plaine 1176
Clairvaux 1140
Citeaux 1123
STAR FORM

7R 373 points
STAR PUPILS
Darren 9B 31 points
Charlotte 9S 22 points

