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Headteacher’s Letter
Week 5
Dear Parents,
It has been a busy and successful week for our pupils and school community.
Last Friday, we celebrated Guardian Angels Day which is always one of the highlights of our school year. Year 13 were
excellent ambassadors for our school community keeping the Guardian Angels traditions alive and very much at the
forefront of the school’s imagination. On behalf of teachers and support staff, I would like to thank Year 13 for their
generosity and also on behalf of the school community, to acknowledge the contributions made by all Year 13 to this very
special day. I hope parents enjoy reading our GA special edition newsletter.
On Monday, our General Assembly was led by Ms Kelliher, Miss Denny and Year 8 pupils on the work of CAFOD. CAFOD is
the Catholic Agency for Overseas Development and is focused on providing sustainable aid to those experiencing poverty
overseas. During the presentation, pupils looked at the work of CAFOD and the impact that it can have in raising the
education and quality of life experiences for people in a range of less economically developed countries. Pupils reflected
on the gospel message and connected the idea of charitable giving to those less fortunate than ourselves locally,
nationally and internationally. Many pupils participated in the Family Fast Day on 4th October, donating the cost of their
meal to charity.
Also on Monday, Year 12 pupils and their tutors spent the day involved in in team building and outdoor activities at
Hillingdon Outdoor Activity Centre. This was a great opportunity for students who are returning from Year 11, alongside
those students who are joining Year 12, to get to know one another in preparation for the next two years ahead. Thank
you very much to the teachers who accompanied pupils and enjoyed the day so much.
On Wednesday, a number of pupils studying Art, visited the National Portrait Gallery to look at a range of different artistic
styles and forms. I would like to thank Mrs Geen for leading and coordinating this trip.
Thank you to parents who have been so supportive with our drive to improve standards of uniform. I am very pleased to
report that, as ever the vast majority of our students always wear their uniform well and with such pride. Any minor
uniform issues have been addressed by members of the SLT and Heads of Year which have been resolved quickly. I hope
that pupils now know and appreciate our expectations for uniform standards, which will be maintained throughout the
rest of the academic year.
Thank you to Year 7 parents who attended our Pastoral Evening and to staff and tutors who presented to parents. Our
Year 7 have settled in very well and I have been very pleased with their progress so far. Thank you to Mrs Hughes our
Parent Ambassador and also to Mrs Westby our active Chair of the PTFA committee. I am very pleased that we have been
able to refurbish two classrooms with new tables and chairs as part of our drive to ensure a 21st century
educational environment for all our pupils.
Yours sincerely,

Paul Kassapian
Headteacher

School website: www.st-bernards.slough.sch.uk
Twitter:@StBernardsCGS

Chaplain’s Message
This week on Wednesday we welcomed Fr David from Windsor to celebate lunchtime Mass
with us. 8R took the lead with the readings, offertory, bidding prayers, altar serving and
music. A special thanks to Dalia, Abigail, Julia, Donna, Leo, Michael, Samuel and Jeremy for
their support. We celebrated the mass of the Guarding Angels.
This is the traditional prayer of Guardian Angels:
Angel of God, my guardian dear,
to whom His love commits me here,
ever this day be at my side, to light,
to guard, to rule and guide. Amen.
Each form group has been raising money this week for CAFOD (Catholic Agency for Overseas
Development), with collection boxes in their form rooms on Friday. Friday was the CAFOD
family fast day, this is also the feast of St Francis of Assisi. If you would like to make a
donation to CAFOD or find out more about what they do then follow this link
https://cafod.org.uk/Give
St Francis of Assisi
your whole life sang in harmony
with God, nature and others
With you, we praise God for Brother Sun,
full of beauty and spendour,
warming the earth,
summoning shoots
from darkness into daylight.
We praise God for Sister Water,
so useful and humble
precious and pure,
greening arid ground,
growing life in desert places.
Pray for us, Francis, that, like you,
we may care for all that exists,
until Brother Sun and Sister Water
produce a harvest shared by all
in love and solidarity,
justice and peace.
Amen.

This month of October has been declared an Extraordinary Month of Mission by Pope
Francis; calling us all to renew our missionary commitment to share the good news of Jesus.
Our Year 7’s are supporting the charity Missio which is the Pope’s charity of world mission.
If you would like to find out more about the charity and missionary saints or make a
donation to Missio then follow the link here https://missio.org.uk/donate/
May all the children
In the World
Share love
Share friendship and live
In the peace
Of God’s love
Now and forever
Ament.
There is an opportunity for one student in each form to become a Liturgy Leader. In this
role they will assist me in Chaplaincy work, lead form prayer or assist their form tutor and
other class members to lead class prayer, advertise Chaplaincy activities to their form group
and care for the Chapel. This is a great leadership opportunity for students to develop their
faith and promote the Catholic Life of the school. Please speak to your children and
encourage them to come forward to volunteer for this role. I look forward to working with
everyone!
Luke 12:15
Then Jesus said to them, “Watch out! Guard yourself against all kinds of greed. After all,
one’s life isn’t determined by one’s possessions, even when someone is very wealthy”.

Siobhan Denny
School Chaplain

st

1 XI Football
ESFA U18 National Cup
St Bernard’s CGS vs Sandringham School
Congratulations to our 1st XI football team, who beat Sandringham School by three goals to nil in the opening
round of the U18 National Cup.
The newly assembled team, in their first fixture, gave a highly creditable performance and did justice to the
new kit that they were sporting; kindly provided by sponsorship from a former student, Mr Daniel Sheehy,
through his company, Old Windsor Logistics.
In what was a closely contested game for long periods, St Bernard’s deservedly ran out as victors, having
shown a little more invention in their attacking play and defending resolutely when under any pressure. Even
still, goalkeeper Reece Mbanini was required to make some important saves at key points in the game to
preserve the side’s clean sheet.
The opening exchanges saw St Bernard’s in the ascendancy, without taking the lead. As the half wore on,
Sandringham School grew in confidence and carved out some chances of their own. However, the home
team went in to the break with a 1-0 lead after a counter-attacking break away culminated in a fine finish
from Harvey Dosanjh.
The second half saw much of the same; Sandringham School trying to force an equaliser, St Bernard’s looking
threatening on the counter. After the introduction of some fresh legs, St Bernard’s took a grip of the game
with a second goal coming from Thomas Abanda; chesting down an excellent cross-field pass from Ezra
Mzondo, to then rifle it past the keeper. A fine all-round performance was capped off nicely with a third goal,
an excellent finish from William Mabukwa.
Despite being a young side, there was clear evidence that this new 1 st XI can be hopeful of a successful
season. They will now play Monk’s Walk School, Welwyn Garden City at home on Wednesday 6 th November
in the next round of this competition.
Mr Tomlinson

Slough School Sport Network

A big thank you and well done, to Demwi and Brandon, who supported the Slough School
Sport Network on Thursday morning, by refereeing the District Year 3+4 Football Festival.
There were many teams competing and a great deal of excitement, with Lynch Hill winning.
“Refereeing in the
Football Festival
held at Eton College
was a very
enjoyable
experience. The
festival gave me a
chance to adapt my
skills as a referee,
but it also was also
an opportunity to
help the younger
children improve at
football”.

Demwi

“The morning was a very
enjoyable experience. It was an
opportunity to improve my
refereeing skill set, to help the
competition run smoothly and
also to teach younger
footballers how to play the
game fairly. The competition
was run very well and Demwi
and I were able to referee
many, many games, which kept
us busy! At the end, we handed
out medals to the winning
team and congratulated them
on their success. All in all, it
was a great day”.
Brandon

Demwi and Brandon arrived early to help set up the goals and were there at the end of the
competition to present the participants’ and winners’ medals and certificates.
They did a fantastic job enabling everyone to enjoy the competition and were great
ambassadors for St Bernard’s.
Miss Bota

District Netball Tournament

On Wednesday 2nd October the Year 11 netball team attended the District Tournament held
at Herschel Grammar School.
The team played 7 matches in total with each match lasting 16 minutes. The girls played
incredibly well; scoring over 70 goals and conceding less than 10 goals in total. After strong
performances in all their matches they achieved 1st place, winning all 7 of their matches!
Congratulations should go to all the girls who played and also to those that attended the
practices leading up to the tournament. They are now looking forward to repeating their
success during the league, which runs until Easter.
Miss Cunningham

Sayonara, Yuna san!
On Friday we said a sad farewell to Yuna, our Japanese exchange student. Yuna had been with us since April and,
although her timetable covered lessons across the year groups, she was embedded with Year 13, and so it was most
fitting that her final day with us should have been Guardian Angels Day.
Yuna’s last lesson with the Year 11 Japanese class was one of Japanese games and cultural activities; pupils tried their
hands at the kendama cup and ball game, paper sumo wrestling and daruma otoshi, as well as investigating mysterious
artefacts of Japanese daily life. Before she left, Yuna was interviewed by one of our students of Japanese in Year 11,
Lucilla Guerrini.
Lucilla: How did you adapt to life in the UK?
Yuna: If you stand in a difficult position, always be positive and look to the culture of the country that you are in.
Lucilla: What did you think of British people?
Yuna: Similar to Japanese, as both are polite, yet English people are more open.
Lucilla: What did you worry about before coming to St Bernard’s?
Yuna: Bullying. But there are a lot of nationalities here and so it is not a problem. Different cultures are discussed at
lunch, and this is a positive learning environment.
Lucilla: What have you missed while you were here?
Yuna: My room and my own stuff.
Lucilla: What will you miss when you go back to Japan?
Yuna: The views and the people, and the English language is beautiful.
Lucilla: Would you like to return to the UK one day?
Yuna: Of course! After one year of university.
Lucilla: What would you like to do when you come back?
Yuna: Talk more to my friends when my English is improved.
Lucialla: What would you like to do in the future?
Yuna: My dream is to be a flight attendant; living abroad now helps, and my hobby is travelling. My parents support
me, too.
The St Bernard’s pupils extended a really warm welcome to her; I know that she made a lot of firm friends while she
was here, and her last day was a very emotional day for her. I would like to thank the St Bernard’s pupils for their
friendliness and approachability, and helping Yuna to create lasting memories of her time in the UK.

Mrs Evans
Japanese Teacher

New Classroom Furniture

New furniture has arrived in Rooms 74 and 92, replacing the old tables
and chairs which had been used since the 1970’s and 1990’s.

Positive Points (26th September – 3rd October)

HOUSE TOTALS

Citeaux 1290
La Plaine 1279
Annay & Clairvaux 1136
STAR FORM
11S 312 points
STAR PUPILS
Leo 8R 21 points
Elinor 11S 19 points
Davina 11B 19 points
Mehak 11S 19 points

PTFA Barn Dance
Save the Date: Saturday, 19th October 2019

Please support the first PTFA event of the year!
St Bernard’s are hosting a fundraising Barn Dance on Saturday, 19th October doors open from 7:30pm. Live music from 8.00pm until 10.30 pm.
Tickets will be no more than £15 per person and will be available through
ParentPay next week.
This is an adult only event and whilst this will be a wonderful social and
entertaining evening, this is a major fundraising event and every penny raised
goes towards the school to benefit your children.
Dress is casual and we are hoping to include food as well as running a bar –
details to follow.
We would welcome your support with:






Donating a prize for the raffle.
Profit Matching Programme - If your company can profit-match this on any
School fund-raising event.
Assisting with the organisation of the event.
Could you help on the night?
Could you make suggestions about any events like this that we should
copy?

Contact details: Mrs S Westby sharonw3stby@gmail.com

School Uniform KS3 & 4

School Uniform KS5

