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Headteacher’s Letter
Week 3
Dear Parents,
It has been a busy and productive week for our students and staff in our thriving school community. On
Monday, our General Assembly was led by the Junior Leadership Team which is made up of the Head Boy
and Girl, Deputy Head Boy and Girl and the Senior Prefects. Pupils presented to the whole school on the
political situation in Hong Kong. Pupils as ever, took a broad and balanced view looking carefully at the
facts and media coverage, skillfully presenting a balanced argument encouraging the school to think deeply
about the issues without telling pupils what they should think. I believe this is such an important part of our
pupils’ intellectual growth and development which furthers debate and discussion between the wider school
community.
During tutor time, as part of our personal health, social and citizenship education, pupils have been
involved in looking at the Prevent Agenda. This is an initiative to identify the nature of extremist behaviour
and how students can look for the warning signs in young people and across social media. This work has
continued throughout the week, forming powerful discussions and conversations between students and
their tutors.
As part of our commitment to promoting pupils’ mental health and well-being, on Wednesday pupils from
Year 9, 10 and 11 formed part of an audience during a musical/reflective presentation about the range of
mental health issues facing young people today. Feedback from pupils was very positive and again has
prompted further work and discussion as a result.
I would like to thank parents who attended our Information Evenings this week. Presentations from each of
the three evenings can be found under the Weekly Letter section on the School Website.
Thank you to parents who provided their comments and feedback on the new Café facility and also on the
new initiatives we have launched this term. I would like to thank parents who have fully complied with our
new parking restrictions to ensure the safety of students at the end of the school day.
Looking ahead to next week, I would like to remind parents that school will close early at 2.00pm on
Wednesday, 25th September in order to facilitate the preparation for the school’s Open Evening. I know
that many pupils will be returning to support the school with our visitors in what is always a very busy and
important evening for our school community.

Yours sincerely,

Paul Kassapian
Headteacher

School website: www.st-bernards.slough.sch.uk
Twitter:@StBernardsCGS

Chaplain’s Message
On Tuesday this week we were joined by Fr John Lee for lunchtime Mass in the Chapel, thank
you to Mr Turnham and 8A for their support during this mass. Fr John Lee summarised the
readings for us into one sentence - God wants us to do our best. Below is a picture of Fr John
Lee with one of his parishioners!

Fr John and our new
Year 7, Sheen.

This weekend I am going on a pilgrimage to Walsingham. Walsingham is known as
'England's Nazareth' and it is a small town near Norfolk. It was founded in 1061 when a
lady prayed to Mary that she may do some special work. Our lady showed her in a
dream the place of the annunciation in Nazareth and asked her to build a replica in
Walsingham.
Psalm 84:5 How blessed is the man whose strength is in You, In whose heart are the
highways to Zion!
This link is to a live stream where you can watch Mass or see what is going on at the
chapel through out the day. http://www.walsingham.org.uk/live-stream

Reflection from John Henry Newman
God has created me to do him some definite service.
He has committed some work to me which he has not committed to another.
I have my mission - I may never know it in this life,
but I shall be told in the next.
I am a link in a chain, a bond of connection between persons.
He has not created me for naught.
I shall do good work,
I shall do his work,
I shall be an angel of peace,
a preacher in my own place while not intending itif I do but keep his commandments.
Therefore, I will trust him.
Whatever, wherever I am I can never be thrown away.
If I am in sickness, my sickness may serve him;
in perplexity, my perplexity may serve him;
he does nothing in vain.
He knows what he is about.
He may take away my friends.
e may throw me among strangers.
He may make me desolate,
make my spirits sink,
hide my future from mestill he knows what he is about.

Meditations and Devotions 301-2
Blessed John Henry Newman

Siobhan Denny
School Chaplain

Year 9 & 10 GCSE Art Trip

Chihuly: Reflections on Nature at Kew Gardens
‘I want people to be overwhelmed with light and colour in some way that they’ve never experienced.’ – Dale Chihuly
On Thursday we took Year 9 and 10 GCSE Art students to see the world’s most celebrated work of glass artist Dale
Chihuly at Kew Gardens. Here we saw Chihuly’s dazzling sculptures transform the gardens into a contemporary outdoor
gallery space.
As soon we entered Kew Gardens by the Victoria Gate, we were met by the Sapphire Star – the first of the 32 artworks
that have been installed along a circular route through Kew’s open spaces as well as within the Temperate House and
Sherwood Gallery. Students were suitably impressed by the Sapphire Star which sits on its own in the centre of a small
grassy meadow below the Temple of Bellona and we set off to discover more.
Installed throughout the gardens and specifically showcased within the Temperate House, discovering Chihuly’s works
amongst this stunning backdrop his works are magical and surprising, array of space and shape, colour and form.
Students were encouraged to photograph and draw their favourite sculptures as we saw more with high lights
including the Flowing Cattails and Copper Birch Reeds, Cattails and Copper Birch Reeds. The liquid nature of the glass
as the individual reeds grow and flow towards the sky almost as if they are living things.
Inside the Temperate House itself is an extraordinary fairy-tale of a sculptural garden, with large and small glass
sculptures peeking from the undergrowth…
Students gasped in amazement at the floral ‘chandelier’ suspended from the very centre of glasshouse ceiling. It’s so
enormous that the people on the upper walkway appear tiny in comparison.
We were also lucky enough to see Chihuly’s smaller works in the Shirley Sherwood Gallery of Botanical Art. Here in the
gallery they saw the astonishing range of different forms he creates and encountered a mind-blowing kaleidoscope of
colour.
After a short break for lunch and a visit to the shop, we made our way back to the coach, managing to get back for the
end of the day!
Thank you again to Mr O’Connell and Mrs McShee for your help and to all the students who made this a memorable
and enjoyable day.

Mrs Geen
Art Department
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Year 11 ‘Ace your Exams’ by Elevate Education
On Monday 16th September the Year 11 students took part in a programme led by Elevate Education to
help with examination preparation. The guest speakers talked about exam preparation tasks, how to fix
mistakes to ensure constant improvement, time allocation during exam preparation and techniques for
managing stress and time pressure in exams. This follows on from a ‘Study Skills’ programme that they
had when they were in Year 10 and all students have been given access to online resources on the Elevate
website. Students can now use this valuable advice when preparing for their PPEs in December and their
GCSEs at the end of the school year.
Ruth Cunningham
Head of Year 11

Students in Year 11 said:
‘The programme was very good as it gave a guide on how to revise for exams. The most important
thing I learnt was what notes to make and a revision time frame.’
‘It was good for knowledge on how to organise learning across the school year and gave methods on
how to prepare for an exam and how to not be stressed before tests.’
‘It was very useful and informative and I have learnt that preparation is a large percentage of my
marks.’
‘The most important thing I learned today was to plan my revision efficiently and to not worry right
before an exam.’

PTFA Barn Dance
Save the Date: Saturday, 19th October 2019

Please support the first PTFA event of the year!
St Bernard’s are hosting a fundraising Barn Dance on Saturday, 19th October doors open from 7:30pm. Live music from 8.00pm until 10.30 pm.
Tickets will be no more than £15 per person and will be available through
ParentPay next week.
This is an adult only event and whilst this will be a wonderful social and
entertaining evening, this is a major fundraising event and every penny raised
goes towards the school to benefit your children.
Dress is casual and we are hoping to include food as well as running a bar –
details to follow.
We would welcome your support with:






Donating a prize for the raffle.
Profit Matching Programme - If your company can profit-match this on any
School fund-raising event.
Assisting with the organisation of the event.
Could you help on the night?
Could you make suggestions about any events like this that we should
copy?

Contact details: Mrs S Westby sharonw3stby@gmail.com

