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Headteacher’s Letter
Week 20
Dear Parents,
It has been a busy and productive week for staff and pupils in our thriving school community. I would like to
congratulate pupils in Year 8 who have completed their core subject examinations this week. I have had very
positive reports about pupils’ preparation for the exams and I look forward to sharing the results with parents in the
next few weeks.
Members of the Leadership Team and myself have been interviewing Year 8 pupils, to find out their option choices
to begin their GCSEs in Year 9. At St Bernard's, we are very proud to be able to offer individual pupils, at different
stages of their school life, the opportunity for specific advice and guidance on academic routes, option choices and
future university courses and careers suggestions.
Our General Assembly on Monday was led by Ms Instone and Mr O'Connell our Head of Sixth Form and Deputy Head
of Year. The whole school heard the presentations of our potential future Head Boy and Girl and Sports Captain
candidates. I was very impressed with pupils confidence and ability to communicate clearly their motivation for
wanting to apply for the role and their ideas for improving our school community in the future. During the day,
pupils voted for their preferred candidate and I look forward to sharing the results next week.
A key theme for pupils this week was young people's mental health awareness. Thoughtful discussions about this
very important topic have been taking place with Form Tutors during our PHSE time and in registration every day this
week.
On Tuesday, a voluntary Mass was celebrated by Father Sebastian from the Ruislip Parish who commented very
positively on the prayerfulness and reverence of our pupils who attended the Mass. I am very pleased to invite
parents to attend the Induction Mass celebrated by Monsignor Kevin McGinnell for Miss Siobhan Denny, our School
Chaplain on Monday, 24th February@12.45pm. Please contact me if you would like to attend.

On Wednesday, we hosted the Slough Schools Netball Competition for pupils across the borough. We were
delighted to welcome Paige Skillicorn from England Netball, who was very impressed by the high levels of physical
ability and skills demonstrated by pupils.
This week a number of pupils have been involved in the Intermediate Maths Challenge which has been very
successful. I would like to thank Mr Kular and members of the department who have led this important opportunity
for our pupils. I would also like to thank Mrs Zadef and the English Department for the great work they have been
leading for our GCSE pupils during the lunch time intervention sessions. Year 11 have been working alongside Year
12 mentors who have been providing revision and examination skills and techniques to enable pupils to achieve their
full potential.
Thursday evening was a highlight for the Young Musicians Competition. I would like to thank Mrs Coyne for leading
and preparing all pupils who participated. The standard was excellent as ever. A full report will be provided next
week.

Yours sincerely

Paul Kassapian
Headteacher

School website: www.st-bernards.slough.sch.uk
Twitter:@StBernardsCGS

Chaplain’s Message
This week we welcomed Fr Sebastian from Sacred Heart in Ruislip to celebrate our lunch time
Mass. We listened to the Gospel reading from Mark which is below.
A Girl Restored to Life and a Woman Healed
When Jesus had crossed again in the boat[a] to the other side, a great crowd gathered around
him; and he was by the sea. Then one of the leaders of the synagogue named Jairus came and,
when he saw him, fell at his feet and begged him repeatedly, “My little daughter is at the point
of death. Come and lay your hands on her, so that she may be made well, and live.” So he
went with him.
And a large crowd followed him and pressed in on him. Now there was a woman who had been
suffering from hemorrhages for twelve years. She had endured much under many physicians,
and had spent all that she had; and she was no better, but rather grew worse. She had heard
about Jesus, and came up behind him in the crowd and touched his cloak, for she said, “If I but
touch his clothes, I will be made well.” Immediately her hemorrhage stopped; and she felt in
her body that she was healed of her disease. Immediately aware that power had gone forth
from him, Jesus turned about in the crowd and said, “Who touched my clothes?” And his
disciples said to him, “You see the crowd pressing in on you; how can you say, ‘Who touched
me?’” He looked all around to see who had done it. But the woman, knowing what had
happened to her, came in fear and trembling, fell down before him, and told him the whole
truth. He said to her, “Daughter, your faith has made you well; go in peace, and be healed of
your disease.”

Fr Sebastian with pupils
from Y10A who attended
the Mass.

While he was still speaking, some people came from the leader’s house to say, “Your
daughter is dead. Why trouble the teacher any further?” But overhearing[b] what they
said, Jesus said to the leader of the synagogue, “Do not fear, only believe.” He allowed no
one to follow him except Peter, James, and John, the brother of James. When they came to
the house of the leader of the synagogue, he saw a commotion, people weeping and
wailing loudly. When he had entered, he said to them, “Why do you make a commotion and
weep? The child is not dead but sleeping.” And they laughed at him. Then he put them all
outside, and took the child’s father and mother and those who were with him, and went in
where the child was. He took her by the hand and said to her, “Talitha cum,” which means,
“Little girl, get up!” And immediately the girl got up and began to walk about (she was
twelve years of age). At this they were overcome with amazement. He strictly ordered
them that no one should know this, and told them to give her something to eat.
Fr Sebastian spoke to us about the importance of having faith and knowing that if we reach
out, God will always be there.
Thank you to 10A, especially Edward, Jordan and Fin who took the lead with the readings at
mass this week and thank you to Remsy from Year 7 for altar serving. I would really like to
encourage Year 10 students particularly, to attend mass on any Tuesday lunch time but
especially with their form. If you have a student in Year 10 please speak with them about
this special opportunity.

Last week Fr Kevin from Holy Family in Langley led a small service with the Liturgy Leaders
where the 'Matthew's Gospels' for each form were blessed. It was lovely to have all of the
Liturgy Leaders together for this occasion. The Matthew's Gospels have now been
presented in each form group and can be used as part of morning prayer.

Siobhan Denny
School Chaplain

Chaplaincy Timetable
Monday

Tuesday
Wednesday

Liturgy Leaders Meeting (Tutorial)
Break – Chaplaincy Choir Rehearsal with Mr Hodkinson
in Chapel
11.50pm Rosary Prayer Group with Ms Gomez in
Chapel
1.40pm Youth Alpha - bring your lunch with you to
room 02
1.35pm Mass
Break – Scripture reading in the Chapel
Adoration - drop into the chapel during the lunch hour
(Week B)
1.40pm Justice and Peace Group - bring your lunch
with you to room 20 (Week A)

Maths Masterclass

On Saturday, I attended the second session of the maths masterclasses in Holyport College. I
learnt about the origins of infinity and how to prove that it exists using a branch of
mathematics known as ‘Set Theory’. We were asked to work out whether a given set of
infinite numbers was larger or smaller compared to another set. This was my favourite part!
We also worked on problems such as proving that a number was irrational and finding the
side lengths of a Pythagorean spiral. During the session, the presenter referred to a very
famous book called ‘Euclid’s elements’, written by the Greek mathematician Euclid in about
300BC. This book has the basis of geometry with rules and proofs about it. Overall, I enjoyed
the discussions as well as new theories and paradoxes about infinity.
Kishen 9S

Oxbridge Talks
On Thursday 30th January, the Year 10s of St. Bernard’s received a talk from Joe from Oxford
University. He talked about the possibilities of joining their courses for further education after
leaving secondary school in Year 13.
As students of a respected Grammar School, we are each encouraged to be as successful as
possible in order to attend the top University’s like Oxbridge. While he said we shouldn’t feel
pressured into joining onto the Oxbridge scheme, it is important that we know our abilities
and not to be frightened of what we are capable of if we really want to.
I think it was really good to have this talk, even if the prospects of University seem far off,
because it helps us to start planning the future in terms of A Level options as well as possible
career paths.
Edward Houghton 10A and Betty Scott 10S

The Solar System
Year 7Y/Sc2 made cakes and models of the solar system.
Outstanding work. Showed and demonstrated their interest and
ability towards the solar system.
Dr R Sharma

Careers Guidance
As part of our careers guidance, on Wednesday 12th February, Year 8 are undertaking work with
our Careers partners 'Learning to Work'.
The aim of this is to give them advice and guidance on careers and options choices as they make
their options choices. We began this process with the Year 8 options evening, if you wish to see
the presentation containing the options blocks then please follow this link http://www.stbernards.slough.sch.uk/778/year-8-options-evening-presentation-2

For Years 9-13 we have a partnership with Eton College which means that our pupils can attend
a number of events and societies. The next event is on Tuesday 11th February on Dentistry. Dr
Balraj Singh Sohal will be giving an insight into careers in dentistry and what and where this can
lead to. Please follow the link if you wish your child to attend.
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/medsoc-dr-balraj-sohal-careers-in-dentistry-tickets74802409019
Pupils will need to use a school email address to sign up for this. Eton College have asked us to
remind you that for safeguarding reasons, parents are unable to attend these events. Ideally
pupils should be in business attire (such as school uniform).
For those in Years 11-13 interest is becoming more focused on post 18 courses. There is an
increasing number of pupils who are choosing to study apprenticeships rather than a University
Degree. Often these lead to the same qualification, and have the advantage of not requiring
tuition fees (indeed, apprenticeship trainees get paid). There is an excellent opportunity to find
out more about apprenticeships at the Heathrow Apprenticeships and Careers show. You can
visit with your child on Tuesday 31st March or April 1st April from 5 to 7pm and 3.30-7pm
respectively. You can book your place by following the link
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/heathrow-apprenticeships-and-careers-show-2020-tickets86789709357

Mr R Watson
Assistant Headteacher

Welcome back to Mr McAteer!

Former Headteacher, John McAteer, who retired from St Bernard’s in 2013, visited the
school this week to see all the changes since he left. Mr McAteer had a tour of the school,
visiting the new café and the Chapel to see the new stained glass window.

Mr Kassapian also shared some exciting plans for the future!

Chess Club - Lunchtime
One of my best moments were my friend checkmated me in 4 moves and also when we had 4
queens to counteract my friend.
Nehan, Naseer and Rehan - Year 7

Extra-currciular activities
New Supervised - student led Lunch time clubs
Drop in sessions - Room 2/Library
FEBRUARY 2020
All groups are open to all years group and beginners are very welcome.

Chess Club
Rubik’s Cube
Origami
Cards
Creative art - bullet journaling, calligraphy
Drawing - Anime, doodling
Short story writing

Science Exam Preparation
Year 11 Physics development sessions continue next term. An email has been sent to
every Year 11 student offering them the opportunity to attend a session during Week A at
either lunchtime on Monday or Wednesday, or After School on Thursdays. All sessions will
be in Lab 70.
Lunchtime Sessions: 13:30-14:00
(slightly faster pace)

A/School Sessions: 15:45 - 16:25

Week Beginning

Topics

10th February

P8, P9, P10

2nd March

Examination Technique

16th March

P4 & P5

30th March

P7

20th April (WEEK B)

REQUIRED PRACTICAL CIRCUS

27th April

P15

Blank Canvas Project

Thea - 9B

Pippi - 10B

Valentine’s Day
On Valentine’s Day, Friday 14th February, the Justice and Peace group will be selling
speciality chocolate bars in the Old Hall. Price £1.00 each.

Save the date - PTFA St Patrick’s Day Celebration

Positive Points (31st January – 6th February 2020)

HOUSE TOTALS

Annay 624
Citeaux 600
Clairvaux 583
La Plaine 539
STAR FORM
KS3 : 8A 152 points
KS4 : 9A 136 points
KS5 : 12Mi 36 points

STAR PUPILS
Nathan 9A 11 points
Lauren 11R 9 points
Charlotte 9S 9 points

Maths Workshop

