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31st January 2020

Headteacher’s Letter
Week 19
Dear Parents,
Our General Assembly on Monday was on the theme of the Holocaust Memorial Day, when we commemorated the
75th anniversary of the liberation of Auschwitz. The assembly was led by five students who were part of the
Holocaust Education Trust last year, which involved attending a number of seminars in London and then a trip to
Auschwitz in February. As part of this work, pupils make a commitment to sharing their experience with the school
and wider community, to ensure that the horrors of the Holocaust are never forgotten. Two members of staff, Ms
Instone and Mr Jackson had also been part of this Holocaust Education Programme and visited Auschwitz as part of
their professional development. Alongside millions of people around the world, we prayed for the victims of the
Holocaust and other genocides which have taken place in our world, more recently.
On Tuesday, we welcomed a number of guests to the school to celebrate the official opening of our new Café, which
pupils have been using since the start of the academic year. Visitors from the Local Authority, Diocese, members of
the Governing Body, PTFA and local Headteachers gathered for the official blessing ceremony conducted by Fr Kevin
O’Driscoll,followed by a lunch. Representative groups of pupils from each of our year groups were also present
acting as guide to our visitors and sharing their experiences of the new facility. I would also like to thank all those
pupils who have contributed their artwork to the Café gallery displays.
On Wednesday, we welcomed Year 8 pupils and their parents to our Options Evening. This is an important time for
our students to be thinking about their curriculum choices and options for GCSE study beginning in Year 9, in
September 2020. I know pupils will be looking carefully at a number of different subjects to ensure the broad and
balanced curriculum, which will lead to outstanding GCSE results in 2023.
On Wednesday our Governors Catholic Life of the School Committee met to discuss a number of important aspects
of our school provision including our focus on prayer and worship at the heart of our distinctive nature. Governors
had feedback from the Head of RE School Chaplain on our recent Section 48 visit, which was very
successful. Governors have also approved a consultation with parents as part of our Relationships and Sex
Education, which will be statutory for all pupils in the school from September 2020. A Working Party will be
presenting to the next Parent Focus Group on the 18th March 2020. Governors also heard about our strategies for
further improving our already excellent attendance and punctuality figures and also how we are working as a school,
to even further reduce our very low numbers of fixed term exclusions from school.
As part of our whole school commitment to young people's mental health we will be holding our Mental Health
Awareness Week alongside the national strategy in February. More information will be provided in the forthcoming
weeks.

Yours sincerely

Paul Kassapian
Headteacher

School website: www.st-bernards.slough.sch.uk
Twitter:@StBernardsCGS

Chaplain’s Message
This week we welcomed Fr Kevin from Holy Family Parish to celebrate lunchtime mass with us.
Thank you to Casey, Leon, Peter, Sebastian, Aaron and Matteo from 7W for taking the lead with
the readings, serving and offertory. Thank you to Pippi, Jennifer, Michele and Mr Hodkinson
from year 10 for their contribution to mass through the chaplaincy choir. This week they sung
'This I Believe'. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FtUNQpu2b7Q

Tuesday was the feast day of Saint Thomas Aquinas and Fr Kevin spoke to us about Saint
Thomas' great mind especially in relation to the prayer of the Our Father. Fr Kevin told us
that Saint Thomas said the Our Father is the most perfect prayer as it teaches us to pray in
the right order.
I have included the words below for your reflection on this.
Matthew 6:9-13
“Pray then in this way:
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name.
Your kingdom come
Your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts
as we also have forgiven our debtors
And do not bring us to the time of trial,
but rescue us from the evil one."

Siobhan Denny
School Chaplain

Chaplaincy Timetable
Monday

Tuesday
Wednesday

Liturgy Leaders Meeting (Tutorial)
Break – Chaplaincy Choir Rehearsal with Mr Hodkinson
in Chapel
11.50pm Rosary Prayer Group with Ms Gomez in
Chapel
1.40pm Youth Alpha - bring your lunch with you to
room 02
1.35pm Mass
Break – Scripture reading in the Chapel
Adoration - drop into the chapel during the lunch hour
(Week B)
1.40pm Justice and Peace Group - bring your lunch
with you to room 20 (Week A)

Holocaust Memorial Day

27th January 2020
Holocaust Memorial Day (HMD) 2020 marks 75 years since
the liberation of Auschwitz-Birkenau.
Don’t be content in your life just to do no wrong, be prepared every day
to try and do some good.
- Sir Nicholas Winton, who rescued 669 children from Nazi-occupied Europe

In February last year, four of our current Year 13 students visited Auschwitz as part of the school’s
commitment to the Holocaust Educational Trust. Below is Zoe Daem’s account of her experience that
day. On Monday, Robyn Dennis, Christian Westby, and Indira Randhwara-Hiscock recounted their
experiences with the whole school as part of Holocaust Memorial Day; Adam Skrzymowski shared the
very personal story of two of his great grandfathers: one who perished in Auschwitz and one who
helped a Jewish family survive the war in Poland.

On the 6th of February of last year, I was lucky enough to be one of the four St Bernards students chosen to
visit Auschwitz-Birkenau, the largest of the Nazi German concentration and extermination camps. Located
in the Polish town of Oswiecim, the area has an eerie feel to it- which the bright lights of the McDonalds
and state of the art shopping centre try- and fail- to cover. Yes, I think we were all surprised when we
arrived to see all of these modern franchises- clearly recent additions. Therefore, although we stood at the
same site, the 1.1 million victims who had arrived there from 1940 onwards would not have seen what we
saw. However, it is possible to gain a small understanding of what they had been expecting to see.

Perhaps they had been anticipating the modern town which exists now, with shops and restaurants- after
all, they had been promised a better life by the Nazis. The items brought by victims are piled in huge, glass
cases within Auschwitz I; we saw clothes, shoes, glasses and books. Think back to what you would pack for
a holiday: are these not the same items? The innocent naivety of the girl who packed her favourite shoes
clearly demonstrates that she was not expecting to be stepping off a cattle truck into the snow, she was
hoping for an adventure. This is the aim of the Holocaust Educational Trust, to remind us that the death
toll was not that of 1.1 million Jews in Auschwitz, but of 1.1 million innocent men, women and childrenwith hopes and dreams not dissimilar to your own.
Entering Auschwitz II, known as Birkenau
extermination camp, was a shock. We visited just a
part of the enormous site and looking over its
entirety, the infamous railroad was the only thing
which separated the countless cabins, that spread
further than the eye could see. Entering just one of
the huts we saw row upon row of three tier
wooden beds placed before us- which I estimated
would probably have room to house three inmates
on each level. Our group fell silent when the guide
informed us that around ten people would have
slept upon each bunk. The weakest prisoners slept
on the bottom, for many no longer had the
strength to pull themselves up to the third, or even
second, relatively low bunk. Before leaving
Auschwitz II, our group gathered for a reflection,
lead by the accompanying Rabbi. At this point, the
night had truly fallen- bringing the temperature
down to -1. The chill was cutting through my coat,
my jumper and the two tops I had on. I could no
longer feel my fingertips, despite my gloves, and
my boots offered no resistance to the biting cold of
the snow. I call you know to remember that the Jews had been given only thin pyjamas as uniforms, and
those with shoes were to be counted “lucky”. Polish winters also often reach lows of -20.
The trip had been a tiring one, with us having woken up at 3am to be able to travel to and from Poland
within a day. Therefore, it was at this point that the cold, exhaustion and sheer emotional drain set with
me; I felt so drained by the memories of human suffering I had seen. However, it was also at this point that
one by one we began lighting candles, which flickered brightly against the dark of the night. The oppressive
darkness was finally being pierced by the tentative hope of the flames, and it was a chillingly beautiful
sight. In a place whose primary aim was to eradicate the Jewish religion, it was an honour to pray with a
Rabbi, to have the sound of his Shofar horn fill every inch of the camp. In this brief moment, there was a
tangible element of hope, different from any other emotion I’d felt that day.
It was an honour to have visited Auschwitz-Birkenau with the Holocaust Educational Trust- and an
experience which has shaped my outlook. The small glow of hope must not be forgotten, for we must use

the evils which happened in this time to learn from our mistakes and shape a better future for humanity.
However, in order to do so, we cannot ignore the atrocities happening right now in places such as Rwanda,
Myanmar and Sudan. The rapid increase in “Holocaust deniers” poses an enormous threat to our collective
humanity, as well as being an inexcusable insult to the memories of all those who suffered at the hands of
the Nazis. Any example of anti-Semitism or racism, however big or small, holds no place in our future.
Zoe Daems

Prayer
God of the past, present, and future,
We remember today, 75 years since the liberation of Auschwitz, the six million Jews murdered in the Holocaust, the
millions of other victims of Nazi persecution, and all those who have been targeted and killed in subsequent
genocides.
We remember those who, having survived genocide, share their stories with us:
We give thanks to You for the lessons of human stories, both in their suffering and in their joy.
We remember those who stood up against injustice and saved lives:
We give thanks to You for their example.
Together we acknowledge the sacrifice of those that stood together with those who suffered during the Holocaust
and other genocides.
And we affirm that every life is loved by You and sacred.
Yet, during the Holocaust too many failed to stand together with their neighbours. Oppression stains Your world and
contradicts Your love.
So we pray that You will inspire us now as we stand together on this day in the love that we know of God in Christ
Jesus.
Let us commit to remembering:
And glorify God in our words and actions.
We make these prayers in the name of Christ Jesus who through His life, death, and resurrection, journeys with us
into the eternal hope of Your truth and light.
Amen.

Blessing of the School Café
The new cafe at St Bernard's Catholic Grammar School in Langley Road has been formally opened - four
months after students were welcomed into the new facility.
The new development was completed in August.

But Tuesday's ceremony gave Father Kevin O'Driscoll the chance to bless it, watched by guests who included
council officers, governors, staff, parents, headteachers from other schools and representatives from the
Diocese.
The new cafe is the first building to be completed at the school since 2003. It is also used as a study room for
Sixth Form students when they are not in lessons.
Paul Kassapian, the school’s headteacher, said: “I am delighted that we have been able to provide a brand new
facility, which will significantly improve pupil's school experience. I would like to thank all those who have
contributed to the successful completion of this exciting project.”
The school has been delivering education to pupils since the 1890s.
Following his appointment as headteacher in 2017 Mr Kassapian has made a number of changes including
increasing the number of pupils being admitted into Year 7 and the Sixth Form.
As a maintained school which continues to be the responsibility of Slough Local Authority, funding was
provided to improve facilities for pupils in 2018. A range of building solutions were considered before a new
café facility on an existing part of the school site was decided on.
It provides a breakfast, break and lunchtime service to pupils and is proving to be very popular.
Please follow the link: https://www.sloughobserver.co.uk/

St Bernard’s Library News and Events
At St Bernard’s, we have a very busy supervised library during Lunch time and after school.
Students can borrow books through the Library supervisors at these times. Students also use the
library for class work, homework, projects, independent learning and research.
Lunch time Library sessions: 13.25 -14.20 :
Fiction library - where the books specifically chosen through English department are arranged
alphabetically by authors surname.
Non-fiction library - where the books are arranged categorically in specific subjects - Arts,
Technology, Mathematics, Science, Religion, computing, History, Geography, English, French,
Spanish, Latin, Japanese, Biographies, Dictionaries, Newspapers and references.
Library Computer room - students use computers for educational purposes -Home work, class
work, Independent learning and research.
LIBRARY CHARTS
January 2020
Year
7
8
9
10
11

Book title
Harry Potter series
The Trials of Apollo Series
Demon Trappers
Looking for Alaska
Antigone

Author
J.K. Rowling
Rick Riordan
Jana Oliver
John Green
adapted by Emily Mann from the play by Sophocles.

BOOK CLUB
Book of the month
JANUARY 2020
Book title
Author
War and peace Leo Tolstoy

Library volunteer of the Month
Sarah M (11)

CLASSICS

Science Exam Preparation
Year 11 Physics development sessions continue next term. An email has been sent to
every Year 11 student offering them the opportunity to attend a session during Week A at
either lunchtime on Monday or Wednesday, or After School on Thursdays. All sessions will
be in Lab 70.
Lunchtime Sessions: 13:30-14:00
(slightly faster pace)

A/School Sessions: 15:45 - 16:25

Week Beginning

Topics

10th February

P8, P9, P10

2nd March

Examination Technique

16th March

P4 & P5

30th March

P7

20th April (WEEK B)

REQUIRED PRACTICAL CIRCUS

27th April

P15

Blank Canvas Project

Gabriel - 9R

Aoife - 9B

Positive Points (24th – 30th January 2020)

HOUSE TOTALS

Clairvaux 908
La Plaine 818
Citeaux 785
Annay 721
STAR FORM
KS3 : 7S 300 points
KS4 : 9B 236 points
KS5 : 12Mi 53 points

STAR PUPILS
Ben 7S 22 points
Amani 7S 15 points

Maths Workshop

