St Bernard’s Catholic Grammar School

NEWS

24th January 2020

Headteacher’s Letter
Week 18
Dear Parents,
It has been a busy and productive week for pupils and staff in our school community.
It was a pleasure to welcome Year 13 students back into school this week who have officially completed
their January Pre Public Examinations (PPEs). Feedback from students has been very positive about their
exam experience and they are now focusing on securing the very best grades possible in their summer
examinations.
This week, our Voluntary Mass was celebrated by Father David from St Edwards, Windsor. Mass was very
well attended by pupils across the school.
On Tuesday, we welcomed Year 11 pupils and their parents to our Consultation Evening. Feedback from
parents was very positive about the progress their sons and daughters are making towards their GCSE
summer examinations. Pupils are very focused and looking forward to GCSE success, followed by becoming
Year 12 students as members of our Sixth Form community.
On Thursday we were visited by representatives from the Diocese of Northampton who were meeting to
discuss future school building projects and accommodation. On Friday we welcomed our School
Effectiveness Partner, Peter Rodin, who worked with myself and members of the Leadership Team and
School Governors. We also welcomed Maggie Shinkwin, Section 48 Inspector for the Diocese of
Northampton, who was looking at the quality of Religious Education and the Catholic life of the school
community. I will provide parents with a full update on these reports in the near future.
I would like to wish all Year 8 pupils the very best of luck with their internal examinations which will be an
important indicator of their current attainment and progress. This is particularly important as they begin
their preparation for considering options studies for GCSE which begin in Year 9. I look forward to
welcoming Year 8 parents to our Options Evening on Tuesday 28th January 2020.
I would like to thank James Mellish, who is leaving to begin a new post. We wish James every success and
happiness in the future. If parents need to contact the school concerning reports, tracking, E & A grades or
SIMS App related issues, please email Mr Watson, Assistant Headteacher on: r-watson@stbernards.slough.sch.uk who will continue to monitor emails until our new Data Exams Officer begins in
February.
Yours sincerely

Paul Kassapian
Headteacher

School website: www.st-bernards.slough.sch.uk
Twitter:@StBernardsCGS

Chaplain’s Message
To celebrate the launch of the Year of the Word display boards have been put together. There
are three key areas of focus for the year of the Word - living God's word, sharing God's word
and celebrating God's word. The boards display the way that our school community live, share
and celebrate God's word. Each section comes with a challenge.
We celebrate God's word in school by having weekly Masses where we listen to scripture, in our
assemblies where we read and reflect on that Sunday's gospel, in our Advent liturgy and
through Lectio Divina which Year 7, 8 and 9 have experienced in the chapel.
Challenge - attend lunchtime mass more regularly or join the scripture reading group on a
Wednesday break time.
We share God's word in school through developing and sharing our talents with the school
community. We do this by being part of one of the Choirs, a reader, an actor and in many other
ways.
Challenge - Join a new group to develop and share your talent.
We live God's word in our school by the way we treat others, especially putting our faith into
action through fundraising, community projects and supporting charities.
Challenge - Join the Justice and Peace group on a Wednesday lunch time in room 20.
Try to encourage your children to pick an area they would like to focus on to develop.

This week we were fortunate to have Fr David from Windsor to celebrate our Tuesday lunch
time Mass. As a reflection on our first reading from the book of Samuel Fr David’s message to
us was that we need to act as Samuel did. Samuel listened to what God was asking him and he
was then able to carry out things in his life. If we listen to where God is directing us, we will be
able to achieve goals much more easily.
Thank you to Ellie, Max, Shrey, Thomas, Rachel and Lydia from 7S for taking the lead with the
altar serving, offertory, bidding prayers and readings. Thank you also to Mr Hodkinson, Pippi
and Kyra for creating a reflective, prayerful environment for us during communion with their
singing. This week they sang ,Remembrance' by Matt Redman.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bdx9AeiPTGk

This Sunday has been marked as Sunday of the Word of God by Pope Francis - we are marking
this in school next week by gifting each form group with their own copy of Matthew's Gospel
(Matthew's Gospel is being read each Sunday in Church for this year). The Gospels will be
blessed in a small service with the Liturgy Leaders and then presented to the form. This will
enable us to make scripture part of our morning prayer and our every day lives.

Siobhan Denny
School Chaplain

Chaplaincy Timetable
Monday

Tuesday
Wednesday

Liturgy Leaders Meeting (Tutorial)
Break – Chaplaincy Choir Rehearsal with Mr Hodkinson
in Chapel
11.50pm Rosary Prayer Group with Ms Gomez in
Chapel
1.40pm Youth Alpha - bring your lunch with you to
room 02
1.35pm Mass
Break – Scripture reading in the Chapel
Adoration - drop into the chapel during the lunch hour
(Week B)
1.40pm Justice and Peace Group - bring your lunch
with you to room 20 (Week A)

Year 7 and the Solar System
I am in Year 7 and during our physics
lessons we have been learning about the
solar system . As homework I made cake
pops and decorated them like planets .
My teacher is Dr Sharma.
Julia - Year 7

In Dr Sharma’s lesson, I made a
model of the solar system Dr
Sharma is very impressed and
asked me to send pictures of my
work for the newsletter.
Sebastian - Year 7

Maths Masterclass
Last Saturday, I went to Holyport college for the Maths Masterclass. There, we started learning
about the Bloodhound LSR team and their objective to beat the land speed record. Our task
was to create a vehicle from Kinex and try to make the furthest distance in the fastest time. In
addition to all the fun in building these cars, we had to think about the shape, cost and
sturdiness of it. I think this was a great way to link both engineering and Mathematical
knowledge to this project. Overall, we had to use certain skills such as co-operation with your
teammates and this activity gives us an idea of real world problems - we have to finish these
tasks in shorts amount of time no matter what and this is what the team building the
bloodhound had to go through.

Filip 9R

Thank you from Great Ormond Street

The Science Section
British Physics Olympiad - Update
In a previous newsletter it was mentioned that several Year 12 students entered the British
Physics Olympiad. It was a tense wait to hear from the Physics Department at Oxford
University, but I am now able to announce the results. Congratulations should go to Dev,
Joseph, Joel, Rohan and William for receiving commendations – this is a fantastic
achievement given that the Olympiad is geared towards students in Year 13 who have
covered more of the A-Level course content. Even more impressive is that Asmita gained a
Bronze award, placing her in the top 25% of students who entered the competition. We will
be presenting students with their certificates very soon.

Mr Sam Brophy
Head of Science

RHUL Summer University
In addition to the EDT courses mentioned in a previous newsletter, Royal Holloway
University have asked to advertise their free Summer University courses which take place in
June and July. The courses available are “Art and Social Science” and “Science” and they are
targeted towards Year 12 students.
During the residential, students will take part in a programme of academic workshops, as
well as information and guidance sessions about university.
There are certain criteria which need to be met, please visit https://tinyurl.com/ruzq3eo or
scan the QR code

YISC STEM Challenge
There is yet more success to celebrate for St. Bernard's. Liya, Rochelle, Riya, Lorraine, Nicki and
Neha entered the Youth Industrial STEM Competition with an entry focussing on “Clean Growth”
and the concept of a Smart Bag. The judges were very impressed with the project and, as a
result, the team have been invited to showcase their project at the National Finals in
Birmingham, as part of the Big Bang Exhibition at the NEC. This is an amazing achievement given
that they were entered into the Senior Competition – even though they are in the intermediate
group. This also means that they have fended off competition from teams who are currently
studying STEM courses at degree level.

Below is a brief outline of the project, and why the girls chose this topic:
“We chose the Grand Challenge: Clean Growth as we believe this is very relevant and
important in our society today. To fit this brief, we decided for our initiative to be a solar
powered bag that converts light energy into chemical energy and into a battery. We aim to
make the bag out of biodegradable materials/conductive fibres. This can be used to charge
whatever electronic devices may be in the bag, for example, a mobile phone. By using this
method of generating renewable energy, we are providing a sustainable solution to our
modern society’s ever-growing demand for energy.”

New Science Resources for GCSE
Oxford University Press has recently published a new resource to help pupils to become more
proficient in the Sciences. The book focusses on summarising each topic and then enabling
students to develop their recall of concepts through spaced practice and retrieval. There are
also plenty of exam-style questions to be attempted.
Those studying KS4 science already have free access to the online textbook, but if students
(or parents) are looking for ways to develop their understanding further and have additional
practice at home, then this may be the resource to choose. They are available from all good
retailers, with prices in the region of £8.00 each. If students would like to have a look at a
sample copy, the Science department has some copies to show students.
Biology:
Oxford Revise: AQA GCSE Biology Revision and Exam Practice
ISBN: 9781382004848
Chemistry:
Oxford Revise: AQA GCSE Chemistry Revision and Exam Practice
ISBN: 9781382004855
Physics:
Oxford Revise: AQA GCSE Physics Revision and Exam Practice
ISBN: 9781382004886

Combined (Double) Science v Separate (Triple) Science
There have been a number of queries relating to the course that students study at St.
Bernard’s.
All of our KS4 students are initially entered into the Separate Science curriculum. This means
that all students will study all 3 sciences (Biology, Chemistry & Physics) in depth and will
receive 3 GCSE qualifications.
Occasionally, after the Year 11 PPEs in December, some students will opt in to studying the
Combined Science course (a.k.a Double Science). A misconception is that students only have
to study two of the three sciences, or that Combined Science is easier. This is not the case.
Students are still assessed on their knowledge of the three sciences, but with some topics
not covered in as much depth. This results in the equivalent of 2 GCSEs being awarded. For
the Combined Science award, the marks from all science exams are combined to form an
overall grade from “99” (Double 9) through to “33” (Double 3). There is still the same
number of examinations to be sat, but they are shorter in duration.
Some parents have been very proactive in purchasing additional revision materials – but be
aware – AQA call their Combined Science Course “Trilogy”, which is slightly misleading. Make
sure any resources refer to “Separate Science”
As a reminder, the specifications can be found at the following websites:
Biology
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse/biology-8461

Chemistry
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse/chemistry-8462

Physics
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse/physics-8463

Try this at home

Science Exam Preparation
Year 11 Physics development sessions continue next term. An email has been sent to
every Year 11 student offering them the opportunity to attend a session during Week A at
either lunchtime on Monday or Wednesday, or After School on Thursdays. All sessions will
be in Lab 70.
Lunchtime Sessions: 13:30-14:00
(slightly faster pace)

A/School Sessions: 15:45 - 16:25

Week Beginning

Topics

27th January

P12, P13 & P14 (Pt 2)

10th February

P8, P9, P10

2nd March

Examination Technique

16th March

P4 & P5

30th March

P7

20th April (WEEK B)

REQUIRED PRACTICAL CIRCUS

27th April

P15

Blank Canvas Project
Congratulations to all of the students who submitted their Canvas in response to the ‘Past,
Present and Future’ project. All entries will be shown over the next few weeks and then they
will be dispayed in the new Café.

Mrs Helen Geen
Teacher of Art

Kyla - 10B

Rhea - 10R

Sixth Form Taster Days for Year 11

Positive Points (17th -23rd January 2020)

HOUSE TOTALS

Clairvaux 773
La Plaine 689
Citeaux 661
Annay 658
STAR FORM
KS3 : 7R 215 points
KS4 : 9R 156 points
KS5 : 12Mi 40 points

STAR PUPILS
Luca 7R 12 points
Abi 9R 11 points

Maths Workshop

