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13th December 2019

Headteacher’s Letter
Week 14
Dear Parents,
It has been a busy and productive week for our school. I would like to congratulate Year 11
pupils who have completed the majority of their PPEs this week. Feedback from pupils has
been very positive and also the feedback from our team of Invigilators about our pupils
examination behaviour and conduct has been extremely positive. I know pupils will be
keen to receive their results in January, which will highlight their successes and identify
areas for improvement, to ensure they are able to achieve the very high targets they have
set themselves in the summer of 2020.
This week, myself and senior colleagues have been spending time in Year 10 lessons and
talking to students about their school experience. We have been really interested to find
out how pupils feel in the first term of their GCSEs studies and also the areas which they
feel they are achieving particularly well in, alongside any areas which they feel may need
additional support.
As expected, pupils have been very honest in their feedback which has provided us with a
number of suggestions and recommendations, which we will hope to implement in the New
Year.
I would like to thank pupils who participated in our Christmas Jumper and Mufti Day on
Friday as part of our Advent fundraising appeal. Pupils are always so generous and
constantly focusing on ways in which they can support good causes and other people who
may be in any way disadvantaged. Thank you to Year 7 and members of our PTFA who
supported our mini Christmas Fair, which was a great success. The hall was packed with
students, games, stalls, sweets and prizes. Well done to all those involved!
I would like to invite all parents to attend our Advent Liturgy on Tuesday 17th December at
6:30pm which is always such a special occasion.
I would like to remind parents that school is closing at 12:30pm on Friday 20th December
for the Christmas break.
Yours sincerely,

Paul Kassapian
Headteacher
School website: www.st-bernards.slough.sch.uk
Twitter:@StBernardsCGS

Chaplain’s Message
We now have our Nativity Scene in the entrance area. Thank you to Fr Kevin and Holy Family
Parish for lending us the figures. The Nativity display is a depiction of the story of the
Incarnation, to create a prayerful reflective area to remind us all of the true meaning of
Christmas.
Matthew 1:18-2:23 English Standard Version (ESV)
The Birth of Jesus Christ
Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been
betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with child from the Holy
Spirit. And her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put her to shame, resolved
to divorce her quietly. But as he considered these things, behold, an angel of the Lord
appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your
wife, for that which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, and you
shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” All this took place to fulfill
what the Lord had spoken by the prophet:
“Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son,
and they shall call his name Immanuel”
(which means, God with us). When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord
commanded him: he took his wife, but knew her not until she had given birth to a son. And he
called his name Jesus.

The Visit of the Wise Men
Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, wise
men from the east came to Jerusalem, saying, “Where is he who has been born king of the
Jews? For we saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.” When Herod the king
heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him; and assembling all the chief priests
and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Christ was to be born. They told
him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is written by the prophet:

“‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,
are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;
for from you shall come a ruler
who will shepherd my people Israel.’”

Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from them what time the
star had appeared. And he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for
the child, and when you have found him, bring me word, that I too may come and worship
him.” After listening to the king, they went on their way. And behold, the star that they had
seen when it rose went before them until it came to rest over the place where the child
was. When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy. And going into the
house, they saw the child with Mary his mother, and they fell down and worshiped him.
Then, opening their treasures, they offered him gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh. And
being warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they departed to their own country by
another way.

Canon Christopher Thomas has given a reflection to the Catholic Bishops conference on what it
is like to be an exile from heaven.
https://soundcloud.com/catholicchurch/advent-heavens-exiles

Advent Liturgy - Tuesday 17th December

The Advent Liturgy for parents will be on Tuesday 17th December at 6.30pm in the main
school hall. There are lots of students involved and it would be lovely to see some parents
in attendance; all are welcome.

Siobhan Denny
School Chaplain

The Mask of Zero
The Year 7s last week took time out from their forced march through the early stages of the
Latin language, to do some practical Roman living by acting like a Roman. And I do mean
‘acting’. They created their own theatre masks and in pairs performed a scene from the Roman
comedy ‘Ghosts’, which has a lot more laughs than Ibsen’s play of the same title.
In the piece one of the two acts the old man who, after many years abroad, has finally returned
home to his once abandoned son (the Parable of the Profligate Son in reverse); the other plays
the wheeler-dealer slave, Tranio, who is trying to prevent the father from realising that his now
grown-up son has taken to loose living with an unsuitable slave-girl. (It’s all in the best possible
taste, of course).
Before taking to the boards, the pupils watched a piece of the same play acted out by the RSC
and Zero Mostel’s rendition in ‘A Funny Thing Happened on the Way to the Forum’.
The pupils had to learn how to act using expansive gestures and voice projection, whilst the
mask presents to the audience a stock character. Clearly Latin is more than just grammar and
vocabulary.

Mr Buchholdt
Co-Head of the Modern Foreign Language Faculty

Year 7 students acting during their
Latin lesson this week.

Thank you for supporting the Poppy Appeal

Lost Property
Please encourage your child
to look for any items that
they may have lost during
the last term. We have a
huge amount of lost
property once again. Any
unclaimed items will be
donated to charity at the
end of the year.

GCSE Science Live
"This week a group of year 10 students, together with two teachers went to GCSE Science
Live at the Victoria Apollo Theatre in London. There were sessions from a range of
eminent scientists including Professor Robert Winston and Dr Maggie Aderin-Pocock.
There was also a very helpful Examiner Section which included excellent advice on
command words and general exam technique.

Miss Thomas and Dr Goldring

Science Live was very helpful and interesting.
My favourite part with the bit about time
travel. It also covered subject like the planets,
orbits, matter states, IVF and others. Overall it
was a very educational experience. Mark 10R
I really enjoyed the trip to GCSE Science Live as
there were parts that were very interesting like
the lecture on time travel and the one on
space. There were also some helpful tips from
an examiner about how to answer questions in
the exam. Katie 10R

Elevate Education
Elevate Education visited our Year 10 students on Monday morning and delivered their
award-winning Study Sensei course. The course focused on utilising the syllabus to frame
study, structuring and reviewing organised notes, conceptual learning to develop deep
understanding, utilising practice exam papers and standing out through independent
learning.
The students have said that they found it really useful learning about how to take notes
effectively, to start reviewing and revising early and using trigger words in revision.
Thank you for a great session Elevate Education and for providing our Year 10 students
with important skills to help them prepare for their exams.

Mr Hodkinson
Head of Year 10

“Eton Careers events partnership”
As part of the school's careers advice and guidance program, we are thrilled to be able to
offer access to careers seminars run by Eton for any pupil in Years 9-13.
Eton offer a whole range of careers seminars which cover a range of vocational subjects
from Computer Science, Sustainability, Law, Media and Film, Recruitment and Medicine.
The time and dates of these are shown in the attached document. To sign up you need to
click on the relevant links in the document using a school email account, all events are free
and kindly resourced by Eton. Parents would need to take and collect their child from Eton,
these are not events that will be supervised by St Bernard's staff.
This is an outstanding opportunity for pupils who are interested in these fields to gain advice
and guidance from leading experts in their field.

Mr Watson
Assistant Headteacher

Congratulation to Joshua

Congratulations to Joshua in 8B who took his GCSE in Tamil whilst in Year7. I am
delighted to inform you that he received an amazing A*.

Year 7 Powerleague tournament - 03.12.2019
Congratulations to the Year 7 football team who won the Slough Schools 5-a-side Powerleague tournament
last week. There were twelve teams competing with two groups of six teams. We came top of our group
without dropping a point and scoring 14 goals. After fantastic performances from Shemi between the sticks
and Charlie, we came out 3-0 winners in the semi-final against a tricky Langley Academy side. We
progressed into the final and came up against Wexham school who we beat 2-1 in the group. After a cagey
first couple of minutes, we broke the deadlock through a fortuitous strike from Ben. We then dominated the
final five minutes and added another to win the game 2-0. It was a fantastic effort from all 7 boys involved
with each individual playing an integral part in winning the tournament. The students involved were:

Shemi (7R)
Cyprian (7S)
Niall (7A)
Ben (7A)
Ejiro (7A)
Charlie (7A)
Ben (7S)
As a result of winning the tournament, we have been entered into the County 5-a-side tournament that will
be held this coming January 2020. Well done, Year 7!

Bradley Powell
Teacher of Physical Education

Science Exam Preparation
Year 11 Physics development sessions continue next term. An email has been sent to
every Year 11 student offering them the opportunity to attend a session during Week A at
either lunchtime on Monday or Wednesday, or After School on Thursdays. All sessions will
be in Lab 70.
Lunchtime Sessions: 13:30-14:00
(slightly faster pace)
A/School Sessions: 15:45 - 16:25

Week Beginning

Topics

16th December

P2 & P6

13th January

P12, P13 & P14 (Pt 1)

27th January

P12, P13 & P14 (Pt 2)

10th February

P8, P9, P10

2nd March

Examination Technique

16th March

P4 & P5

30th March

P7

20th April (WEEK B)

REQUIRED PRACTICAL CIRCUS

27th April

P15

Vacancy for Midday Supervisor

Maths Puzzle of the Week, sponsored by
The Maths Department are proud to present the International Puzzle of the Week! This is for all
students and not restricted to any one year group.
Every week a new puzzle will be published and students are encouraged to submit their solutions via
the form on the QR code. Parents be warned - we will be starting a parent competition soon.
We are delighted to confirm that the puzzle will be sponsored by Empire Cinemas, Slough. The prize
will be 2 free cinema tickets (monthly) for the winner, also other prizes throughout the year.
Please find below this weeks puzzle, entries will be taken until Sunday midnight.
Enjoy.
Please submit your answer by either scanning the QR code or clicking on this link.
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScllDFaUYwni_5DKf6Oz2d77NK9OHwYLQSgw5cZM0QbF
GoPBQ/viewform

Mr Kular
Head of Mathematics

Positive Points (6th – 12th December 2019)

HOUSE TOTALS

Clairvaux 652
La Plaine 621
Citeaux 605
Annay 547
STAR FORM

KS3 : 8S 148 points
KS4 : 9B 279 points
KS5 : 12Mi 90 points
STAR PUPILS
Sophia 9B 13 points
Joana 9B 13 points
Chris 9B 14 points

Maths Workshop

