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Headteacher’s Letter
Week 12
Dear Parents,
I would like to start my Newsletter this week by thanking pupils and parents for their
kindness and generosity during our Mufti Day last week. We were overwhelmed by the
number of donations made to the good causes we are supporting as a school. In total we
collected over £1500 which will be used towards the Senior Citizens’ Party and also the
PTFA mini Christmas Fair in December. We will also make donations to other charities
identified by our different year groups.
On Saturday, a number of students in Year 12 and 13 represented the school in the
Buckinghamshire schools Mock Trial competition. This is an annual event which allows
pupils to participate in a highly competitive environment, working alongside pupils from a
range of different schools and organisations. As a school we were very successful in this
competition and I received a message from a Barrister who indicated that some of our
students were possibly better orators than some qualified lawyers! Very high praise indeed
and congratulations to all our pupils who participated. Thank you to Ms Instone for leading
our team of students.
This week, our General Assembly was led by pupils in Year 7 on the UNICEF rights of the
child. This important theme is highly relevant to our school community when we think
carefully about our commitment to all those young people inside our own school and those
beyond. Pupils spoke confidently about how their views and opinions can be expressed
within our own school systems and how the voice of young people can influence older
generations, to make lasting changes for the future.
On Monday, we hosted our GCSE Drama Productions which were of a very high standard. I
would like to thank Mrs Coyne, Head of Faculty and Mrs Turley, Teacher of Drama for all
their hard work and dedication to our pupils. I would also like to congratulate all pupils on
their individual and group performances.
Thank you to Father Duncan from Ruislip Parish for celebrating our voluntary Mass on
Tuesday. I am so pleased that so many pupils are choosing to attend this celebration of the
sacrament. All pupils and staff are welcome to attend.
On Tuesday, it was a pleasure to welcome so many parents and families to the school to
share in our pupils’ musical gifts and talents in the performance evening. Pupils from Year 7

through to Year 13 shared their great musical abilities and the range of individual and group
performances was really spectacular. Thank you so much to parents for their generous
donations at the end of the evening, which finished later than planned!
On Thursday evening, we welcomed back our Year 12 students to their Certificate Evening.
This was a great opportunity to acknowledge the outstanding results our pupils achieved at
the end of Year 11 and present them with their GCSE certificates and other awards.
Thank you to pupils in Year 13 who participated in our internal review last week. The
review has highlighted a number of great strengths in our Sixth Form and a number of areas
for improvement, which we are prioritising in the next few weeks ahead. We have written
to Year 13 pupils to thank them for their involvement with a summary of our findings. This
has also been sent to Year 13 parents.
I would like to wish all our Year 11 students the very best of luck with their Pre Public
Examinations (PPEs) which start next week. Pupils in Year 11 are very focused on ensuring
that their PPEs are a true reflection of their current achievement and the amount of
progress they have made so far in their studies.
I would like to remind parents that the next meeting of our Parent Focus Group is on 3rd
December at 7.00pm. This will include a presentation from our new Head of Maths and our
Acting Head of English about the exciting plans for the year ahead. I would like to extend
an invitation to all new Year 7 parents to consider being part of this important group.
Please email g-tearle@st-bernards.slough.sch.uk confirming your interest.
Thank you to members of our PTFA who are working so dedicatedly on behalf of our pupils
and school community. The PTFA Newsletter, which was sent earlier today, highlights a
number of exciting plans for the year ahead which I know parents will be keen to support.
May I take this opportunity to remind you that the deadline for Ballot papers for the
Election of a Parent Governor is 12 noon on Friday 6th December 2019. Thank you to those
parents who have already returned them.

Yours sincerely,

Paul Kassapian
Headteacher
School website: www.st-bernards.slough.sch.uk
Twitter:@StBernardsCGS

Chaplain’s Message
This week students in year 7 and 8 have been continuing with prayer journaling. Some groups
reflected on the Bible passage, Mark4:35-14 - ‘Jesus calms the storm’. The students picked a
word or phrase that stood out to them from this passage, noted it down in their journal and
used that to frame their prayer for that session. This is something the rest of the groups will be
taking part in during the next few weeks.

Jesus Calms the Storm
That day when evening came, he said to his disciples, “Let us go over to the other side.” Leaving
the crowd behind, they took him along, just as he was, in the boat. There were also other boats
with him. A furious squall came up, and the waves broke over the boat, so that it was nearly
swamped. Jesus was in the stern, sleeping on a cushion. The disciples woke him and said to him,
“Teacher, don’t you care if we drown?”

He got up, rebuked the wind and said to the waves, “Quiet! Be still!” Then the wind died down
and it was completely calm.

40 He said to his disciples, “Why are you so afraid? Do you still have no faith?”

41 They were terrified and asked each other, “Who is this? Even the wind and the waves obey him!”

We welcomed Fr Duncan from Ruislip this week to celebrate lunchtime Mass with us. Thank
you to Fr Duncan and to 7A, especially Aaron, Ejiro, Fadzai, Yash, Jerin, Remsy and Melrone
for taking the lead with the readings, Bidding Prayer and Offertory procession. Once again
thank you to our chaplaincy choir who sung beautifully, Jennifer, Pippi and Keshiya.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VRzI_FbWTkg
This week they sung, 'This I believe' by Hillsong.

Chaplaincy Choir practising with Mr Hodkinson

Please encourage your children to come along to Chaplaincy events that are happening
weekly.

Please watch this video from CAFOD about helping the world poorest people through the
general election. https://youtu.be/DNMdrFJiY2A

Through out the weeks of Advent in school there will be a travelling Nativity. Mary and
Joseph will visit each form room accompanied with a prayer. During our Advent Liturgy we
will bring Mary and Joseph forward and place them in the stable along with all of the other
nativity characters as we journey through the story of Christmas.

Chaplaincy Timetable

Monday

Liturgy Leaders Meeting (Tutorial)
1.40pm Youth Alpha - bring your lunch with you to
room 02

Tuesday
Wednesday

1.35pm Mass
1.40pm Justice and Peace Group - bring your lunch
with you to room 02 (Week A)
Adoration - drop into the chapel during the lunch
hour (Week B)

Siobhan Denny
School Chaplain

Medical Society
Last week, we welcomed a guest speaker to Medical Society and also invited year 11 students
to the society as a one-off taster session. Daniele Ramsay (class of 2017) is a former student
chair of our medical society and now a second year medical student at Imperial College,
London. He ran a session on the applications process including interviews and also on life as a
medical student. Attendees asked a range of pertinent questions and Daniele was very
generous to share his experiences and advice. Daniele also explained the recent changes in
assessment and ranking of medical students.

Miss Thomas and Mrs Master

Japanese Speaking Competition
Last Thursday students studying Japanese at St Bernard’s were lucky enough to be invited to a speech contest
being held at nearby Teikyo School. Teikyo is a high school catering for Japanese students, and they hold an
annual speech contest.
The evening began with a relaxed buffet style meal and a chance for students from all the participating
schools to mingle. This provided an excellent opportunity for our Year 11 and 12 pupils to put their Japanese
speaking skills into practice as they socialised with their Japanese peers.
The formal part of the evening ensued, with Teikyo students making speeches in English, and students from
St Bernard’s, Eton College and Harrow School making speeches in Japanese. Sabriel Achong, Maya Asano and
Margot Hoogers represented St Bernard’s in the Beginners’ category, in which topics ranged from the
sublime (Eton Choir) to the ridiculous (I Love Stationery). Margot got the crowd on her side with her
exposition of her favourite pop group, Sabriel gave an informative comparison of life in the UK and in
Trinidad, and Maya’s in-depth description of her experience at a Japanese high school was compelling.
Joseph Burton McFaul and Lance Tidon participated in the Advanced category. As Teikyo has just celebrated
30 years in the UK, the number 30 had to feature somewhere within the advanced speeches. Joseph chose
to interpret this in the form of the 30-year old composer of the Minecraft soundtrack, whilst Lance made
repeated mentions of the number 30 in his speech. Both boys performed amazingly well, considering they no
longer study Japanese.
Following each speech members of the audience were encouraged to ask the speaker questions in the
relevant language, and I was delighted and proud to see not only our participants but all the St Bernard’s
pupils who attended as audience members getting fully involved in the Q&A sessions.
This is the second time we have attended the Teikyo Speech Contest, although the first year that we have
participated as speakers. The pupils all agreed that they had really enjoyed the evening and had a great time.
It is a really wonderful experience for the pupils, linguistically and socially, but also as a means of bolstering
their confidence when speaking in a foreign language. We are deeply grateful to Teikyo and can’t wait for
next year’s speech contest to roll around!

Mrs Claire Evans
Teacher of Japanese

Whole School Music Concert
The Music department celebrated with an evening of musical performances which ranged across a number of
different musical genres and styles.
We are extremely fortunate at St Bernard’s to have such talent and commitment to musical performances and
this is something that we hope may long continue.
The quality of all the performances was outstanding and what strikes me most is how professional the
students are both on and off stage.
We continued our tradition with Year 7 all taking part and they performed the song Yesterday by the Beatles,
which was a beautiful performance prepared by Mr Rogan and Mr Hodkinson.
It’s always a great opportunity for the Year 7s to see the Music concert and hopefully this will inspire many
more of them to perform next year when they are in Year 8.
We had a a number of soloists and ensembles put together by the students themselves which was excellent to
see, the commitment and enthusiasm that goes in to preparing these performances does show when you
watch them live. Well done to all who were involved as it’s not an easy task to perform in front of a large
audience.
All of our extra curricular clubs performed in the concert too, these included the newly formed ‘Funk band’
which was prepared by Chris Cobbson one of our guitar teachers. We also had the Chamber Ensemble
perform, it is lovely to have the orchestral music again at St Bernard’s particularly as we have such a large
number of students at an excellent standard. We also heard from the Ukulele group who are directed by our
very own April Ogiamien in Year 13 to whom we are very grateful for all of her dedication and commitment to
the group, particularly in her final exam year.
Finally, we had our choirs Junior Girls Choir and the Senior Vocal group who are rehearsed and directed by Mrs
Fletcher who has again, shown a great deal of commitment and enthusiasm to these groups throughout the
years. We finished with our ever evolving Senior choir that rehearses weekly and we are pleased to see more
boys joining the senior choir, they all sounded amazing.
Thank you to the stage managers Edward Houghton In Year 10 and Matthew Saunders In Year 11, who are
always on hand to help set up for the performers. Thank you to the tech team which was made of up Adam
and Roberto in Year 13 and Rohan in Year 12, they do such a good job to make everything on stage look and
sound fantastic.
Finally, thank you to Fila and Prisha In Year 11 for presenting the concert and always making the audience
smile.
Thank you to all who came to support the concert, it was the biggest turn out we have had yet and it was
great to see so many family, friends, students and staff supporting.
Many thanks

Mrs Coyne
Head of Performing and Creative Arts Faculty

Whole School Music Concert

On Tuesday 26th November the
school held the annual Winter Music
Concert to celebrate the amazing
talents that we have at St Bernard’s.
There was a variety of musicians,
ranging from Year 7s to Year 13s. It
was a chance for the students to
perform, some for the first time, for
one of the biggest events that the
school holds each year. As part of
this, all of the Year 7 joined as a choir
to perform one song which has been
a tradition at St. Bernard’s for years
and is always nice to see everyone
getting involved.
Some of the most memorable
performances of the night include
some of our senior students as well
as a few new Year 7s which we will
hope to see again next year!
It’s always such good fun to perform
in these concerts and I think that it’s
such a good thing for all the students
to get involved with.
Edward 10A

GCSE Drama devised performances
On Monday 25th November we had our GCSE Devised Drama exams take place where all of
the students prepared their performances. The devised content of the course is worth 40% of
their total GCSE, they all performed in front of a live audience filled with family and friends
and all of the groups that performed did incredibly well.
The students created storylines from stimulus that was given to them in Year 10, such as
documentaries, song lyrics, pictures or concepts and then from this they direct and produce
their own performances. The students also designed all their own lighting, costume and
staging which is a very important and demanding task for them.
The dedication, commitment and enthusiasm that the students have put in over the last few
months really showed in their performances and I couldn’t have been prouder of them all.
Well done to all the students involved and thank you for all of your hard work.

Mrs Coyne
Head of Performing and Creative Arts Faculty

Bar Mock Trial Competition

Science Exam Preparation
Year 11 Physics development sessions begin next week. An email has been sent to every
year 11 student offering them the opportunity to attend a session during Week A at either
lunchtime on Monday or Wednesday or After School on Thursdays. All sessions will be in
Lab 70.
Lunchtime Sessions: 13:30-14:00
(slightly faster pace)
A/School Sessions: 15:45 - 16:25

Week Beginning

Topics

2nd December

No Sessions- PPE

16th December

P2 & P6

13th January

P12, P13 & P14 (Pt 1)

27th January

P12, P13 & P14 (Pt 2)

10th February

P8, P9, P10

2nd March

Examination Technique

16th March

P4 & P5

30th March

P7

20th April (WEEK B)

REQUIRED PRACTICAL CIRCUS

27th April

P15

Vacancy for Midday Supervisor

Maths Puzzle of the Week, sponsored by
The Maths Department are proud to present the International Puzzle of the Week! This is for all
students and not restricted to any one year group.
Every week a new puzzle will be published and students are encouraged to submit their solutions via
the form on the QR code. Parents be warned - we will be starting a parent competition soon.
We are delighted to confirm that the puzzle will be sponsored by Empire Cinemas, Slough. The prize
will be 2 free cinema tickets (monthly) for the winner, also other prizes throughout the year.
Please find below this weeks puzzle, entries will be taken until Sunday midnight.
Enjoy.
Please submit your answer by either scanning the QR code or clicking on this link.
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScllDFaUYwni_5DKf6Oz2d77NK9OHwYLQSgw5cZM0QbF
GoPBQ/viewform

Mr Kular
Head of Mathematics

MUKMT Senior Maths Challenge

It is with great pleasure I announce a fantastic set of results for the UKMT Senior Maths
Challenge, with over 63% of the students entered being awarded a certificate. Well done to all
the students who took part in the challenge and a special mention to William Zheng and Jovan
Xavier who qualified for the Senior Kangaroo and will participate in the challenge today, only
6000 students qualify for the second round.
Bronze
Gold
Jovan Xavier
William Zheng
Silver
Aidan Bass
Derek Bardi
Kate Godsmark
Adam Skrzymowski
Asmita Niyogi
Rohan Daggar
Riya Sood
Lorraine Mohanraj
Frank Cotter
Sam Lowe
Kacper Nowak

Mr Kular
Head of Mathematics

Priya Ord
Olivia Adams
Abbe Lowe
Zecharia Kandathil
Carlos Roy
Calvin Wai
Jasmeen Kaur
Isabelle Armorgie
Lance Tidon
Syanthan Grandhi
Maria Komenda
Rochelle Reginold
Rafay Adnan
Ethan Cross
Liya Manuel
Dev Panwar
Josep Burton McFaul
Maria Nozdrina
Soumya Rai
Pratyush Ramesh
Xadrian Monteiro
Alex Dudko
Holly Hanshaw
Husham Hanashmouny
George Longstaff
Ann Cijo
Perez Amponsah
Daniel Ajibode
Mackenzie Hughes
Efe Omoruyi

Positive Points (22nd to 28th November 2019)

HOUSE TOTALS

Citeaux 1310
La Plaine 1227
Annay 1189
Clairvaux 1161
STAR FORM

KS3 : 7R 393 points
KS4 : 9A 298 points
KS5 : 12Mi 113 points
STAR PUPILS
Arvis 10S 20 points
Iva 10A 20 points

Christmas Lunch 2019

Maths Workshop

