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Dear Parents,  
   
I am writing at the start of the new academic year to provide you with a summary of our A Level and GCSE achievements and 
outline a number of important updates for our students for the academic year ahead. 
 
It has been a pleasure to welcome pupils and staff back and I would particularly like to extend a very warm welcome to all our 
new pupils and their parents, particularly in Year 7 and 12. 
 
Following the ending of the majority of all legal restrictions in July, the start of this term feels reassuringly ‘normal’ for our pupils 
and staff. We have implemented/retained a number of additional safety measures, following our whole school survey last year, 
where we asked pupils, parents and staff to identify their COVID keepers.  
 
We have reminded pupils of the importance of maintaining the hierarchy of controls including; regular self-testing, hand 
washing, sanitising, maintaining social distancing and increasing ventilation throughout the school. We will respond to any 
national or local directives from Public Health England as required, over the weeks and months ahead. 
 
2021 Academic Performance    
We celebrated the academic success of our Year 13 students, with some exceptional A Level results and the outstanding 
performance of our Year 11 in their GCSEs.  The school were very pleased with the high attainment and progress of all our 
students, which is a reflection of how hard they have worked and developed over their time at school.  I have shared our 
Headline results and Press releases from August. 
 

 
 

A Level Results Headlines  
St Bernard’s Catholic Grammar School is delighted to note the outstanding achievements of their students in their A Level 
examinations.  
 
We are proud of the results of each and every student and how they have applied themselves throughout the last 2 years. 
Some students’ results were particularly worthy of note:  
 

• Asmita Niyogi 4A*   Lottie Culf 4A*   Natasha Egger 4A*  

• Asmita Niyogi 4A*   Maria Nozdrina 4A* Christine Ogundero 4A*  

• Orla Rackham 4A*   Rohan Daggar 4A*  
 
The vast majority of our students will be studying the subject of their choice at Russell Group universities including; 

• Asmita Niyogi who will read Natural Sciences at the University of Cambridge  

• Rohan Daggar who will read Engineering at the University of Cambridge 

• Maria Nozdrina who will read Medicine at the University of Oxford  
 
We are delighted with the results obtained by our students, with 23% of grades being at A* and over 50% of grades being at 
A* or A. In addition, 52% of students achieved at least 3 grades of A*-B.  
 
This year, following the cancellation of exams, grades were awarded through a process of teacher assessed grades, against a 
national standard and approved and awarded by the exam boards. 
 
The School’s Headteacher Paul Kassapian said “We are exceptionally pleased to see such excellent results for our A Level 
students. They have worked relentlessly to maintain the highest standards in such a difficult and disrupted year and always 
risen above and beyond the challenges that they have faced. My thanks goes to our dedicated teaching and support staff. They 
have worked exceptionally hard to support our students in being able to progress on to Higher education and the world of 
work. Parents have supported their children’s learning during the lockdowns and their contribution to these results must be 
acknowledged and appreciated too”. 



                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

 
 
Improving our Information Communication Technology Systems 
Over the last two years we have significantly improved the school’s IT capacity and infrastructure, including providing Office 365 
to all our students, with up to 5 additional installations on different devices. Both pupils and parents have access to the very 
popular Classcharts app, which provides up to date information on student timetables, class work, homework, rewards and 
sanctions. We have provided pupils with access to a significant curriculum resource called GCSE pod, which is already proving 
very popular for pupils in Key Stage 4. This year we have introduced Unifrog which will help Sixth Form students with their 
preparation for university applications and will provide careers advice and guidance support for pupils across the different year 
groups. 
 
Although we are not anticipating any further national restrictions, pupils do now have access to all their learning materials 
online and remotely, which, if necessary, can ensure very high standards of continuity of teaching, learning and assessment, 
even if pupils are not physically in school.  
 
Improving our Outdoor Spaces and School Facilities 
During the last academic year, we received some additional funding from the Diocese of Northampton, to improve the school's 
pupil toilet facilities. This work has now been completed and all the facilities have been upgraded to a very high specification, 
which I know pupils really appreciate.  
 
Over the summer, we have completed another project to extend the outdoor seating area for students in front of the Café and 
hopefully before half term, our all-weather canopies should be installed. This will mean that pupils can spend more time outside 
under shelter, with the obvious health benefits. Finally, I am very pleased that our four new basketball hoops have been 
installed, which pupils have already enjoyed using during break, lunchtime and after school.  
 
Parents Focus Group (PFG)  
I would like to thank all parent volunteers who are members of the PFG, for their dedicated work during the last academic year, 
on behalf of the wider parent body.  The PFG provides feedback on a number of important aspects of school provision and also 
creates opportunities for parents, working in partnership with the school, to contribute to future school improvement.  New 
parents are welcome to join the PFG.   Details of how to access these events will be circulated in advance of the termly virtual 
meeting.  
 
Parent Consultation Evenings   
As part of our duty to report to parents on their sons and daughters academic progress, we will continue to facilitate our annual 
parent consultation events.  These consultations will be held virtually between 4.30pm and 7.00pm and details of how to access 
these events will be circulated in advance.  
 
 

GCSE Results Headlines  
St Bernard’s Catholic Grammar School celebrates the success of our GCSE students. These students have worked exceptionally 
hard under the most challenging of circumstances and fully deserve the excellent grades that they have achieved.  
 
As always, some students have achieved particularly highly: - 

• Krishan Sachdev and Sebastian Rohan both achieved eleven grade 9s  

• Nik Christov and Ryan Valenzuela-Porta achieved ten grade 9s and one grade 8  

• Acsah Alex achieved nine grade 9s and two grade 8s  

• Stephanie Parkes and Orla Treanor both achieved nine grade 9s and three grade 8s.  
 
Headline Figures  
Average grade: 7.5  
Students achieving 9-7 in English and Maths: 65.4%  
Students achieving 9-5 in English and Maths: 99.2%  
 
This year, following the cancellation of exams, grades were awarded through a process of teacher assessed grades, against a 
national standard and approved by the awarding exam boards.  
 
Headteacher Paul Kassapian said “We are very proud of how hard our students have worked to achieve these grades. 
Students at St Bernard’s always work hard, but this has especially been the case during these uncertain times and since the 
cancelation of public examinations. Congratulations to all our pupils. My thanks goes to our dedicated teaching and support 
staff. They have worked exceptionally hard to support our students in being able to progress on to their post 16 studies. The 
support of our parents has been crucial too. They have worked closely with their children and the school during periods of 
lockdown, to ensure that high quality learning has continued”. 



                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
Dates for the consultation evenings for this academic year are as follows:-  
 

Year Group  Date  

7  12th July 2022 

8  8th March 2022 

9  15th March 2022 

10  8th June 2022 

11  19th October 2021 

12  8th December 2021 

13  13th October 2021 

  
   
Parent Teacher and Friends Association (PTFA)  
The school has enjoyed and benefited from many years of community development and fundraising, from a highly successful 
and dedicated team of parents and friends, who have volunteered as part of this vital group.  We are looking for new 
and enthusiastic parents to join our PTFA, who have contributed so much to the life of the school. If new parents would like to 
offer their services to the school, please contact g-tearle@st-bernards.slough.sch.uk  
  
Parental Contributions to the Governors Voluntary Fund   
Thank you to all those parents who regularly contribute financial support to the school through the voluntary fund.   Please can I 
encourage all parents to actively consider the ways in which they provide financial support to the school.  This contribution is 
entirely voluntary and discretionary, depending on the different financial circumstances of each family. All Governors ask, is that 
parents are as generous as they possibly can be. Parents can donate via their ParentPay account, either monthly or 
quarterly.   Details of how you can donate can be found by clicking on this link ParentPay Login. 
 
Request for Absence/Attending Appointments  
High attendance and good punctuality are essential keys to improving achievement in school.  We consider them vital to 
providing equal opportunities for all students, ensuring access to the full curriculum and achieving both academic and social 
success.  All students should aim for 100% for both attendance and punctuality.  
 
Please can parents specify times students will be collected and returned to school, if they have to attend any appointments 
during school hours, in term time. This supports our safeguarding responsibilities.   
  
Holidays may not be taken during term time as absence has a detrimental impact on a student’s progress. In some exceptional 
circumstances, the Headteacher may authorise absence from school, but this will only happen if the parent or carer makes a 
written request in advance.  
 
Curriculum, Enrichment and Extra-Curricular Opportunities 
We continue to deliver our outstanding curriculum to our pupils, offering the breadth, depth and academic rigour on which we 
know our pupils thrive.  Alongside the core curriculum and options subjects, we will be focusing on pupils' personal well-being, 
physical, emotional and mental health as a priority. 
 
A range of after school activities will re commence from September, alongside the opportunities for pupils to attend activities 
outside of school including day trips and residential experiences. 

Pupils’ Personal Electronic Devices and Extension of our Bring Your Own Device Policy 
The school has successfully implemented a mobile device responsible use policy, which the majority of pupils adhere to at all 
times.  Students in Year 12 and 13 have demonstrated that using their own devices, as part of their classroom-based learning, is 
now widely considered an essential piece of equipment for effective educational delivery.   
 
We have increased the amount of Wi-Fi available for pupils in the majority of our school buildings and are confident that pupils 
can bring their own devices to school to be used responsibly in lessons. Pupil’s own devices must be insured by parents as part 
of their household insurance policy.  The school is not yet in a position to provide every pupil with their own device.  Pupils who 
are eligible for the pupil premium, may receive additional financial support with the cost of purchasing ICT equipment 

No Parental Drop off or Car Parking on the School Site before school starts and between 3.15pm and 3.45pm  
There is no drop off facility immediately outside the school and no car parking on site for parents before school starts and 
between 3.15pm and 3.45pm, to allow for the safe arrival and departure of students.  Additional parking is available in the 
streets close to the school grounds. Parents are welcome to arrange to meet their children outside the school gates 
and then accompany them to their parked car.   

mailto:g-tearle@st-bernards.slough.sch.uk
https://app.parentpay.com/public/client/security/


                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
Academic Information Evenings   
I would like to invite parents to attend our Virtual Information Evenings, when we will be outlining our plans for the academic 
year ahead in more detail. Details of how to access these events will be circulated in advance.  
 
The dates and times are as follows:-  

• Year 7 - Pastoral Evening – 5th October at 5.00pm  

• Year 8 - 13th September at 5.00pm 

• Years 9, 10 and 11 - 14th September at 5.00pm   

• Years 12 and 13 - 16th September at 5.00pm  
 
Open Evening 2021  

As part of our preparation for admitting Year 7 pupils in September 2022, we will be holding our annual Open Evening on 
Wednesday, 22nd September.  In order to facilitate best practice in social distancing with an expected large number of visitors on 
site, we will be closing the school early to pupils allowing staff time to prepare for the evening which will take place between 
4.00pm - 7.30pm. Pupils in Year 7 and 8 will be dismissed at 1.20pm and pupils in Years 9, 10, 11, 12 and 13 at 1.50pm. Coaches 
will be available.  It is anticipated that many pupils will be involved in the evening as guides.   
 
Internal Promotions   
I am delighted to announce the following staff appointments:-  
 

Mr Collins - Acting Head of Emerging Technologies Faculty  
Miss Cunningham – Assistant Headteacher 
Mr Fieldhouse – Head of Year 8 
Ms Kaur – Teacher in Charge of Social Sciences  
Mrs McShee - Acting Subject Leader for Technology  
Mrs Neville – Second in Humanities Faculty 
Mrs Sotra - Subject Leader for Business 
Mrs Symons - Subject Leader for Economics 
Mr Turnham – Assistant Headteacher 
Mrs Ward – Head of RE 
 

Welcome to New Staff 
I am delighted to announce the following new teaching staff appointments:-  

Mr Aberneithie – Part Time Teacher of DT 
Mr Achong – Teacher of Biology – Maternity Cover 
Mr Amari – Teacher of RE   
Mrs Bellamy – Assistant Headteacher  
Mr Chuckowree – Part Time Teacher of Physics & Maths  
Mrs Hobbs – Part Time Teacher of Business Studies  
Mrs Rada – Sixth Form Study Administrator 
Mr Rohit – Teacher of Mathematics  
Miss Sandhu – Teacher of PE  
Mr Soane – Teacher of Science - Maternity Cover   

 
I look forward to working with you during this academic year to ensure your child achieves their full potential in every aspect of 
school life. I will continue to write to parents each week in the newsletter, alongside my weekly video message to our school 
community.  
  
Yours sincerely  

  
Paul Kassapian 
Headteacher           


