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13th December 2021 
 
 
 
Dear Parents, 
   
In addition to my weekly Newsletter, I am writing to provide you with an update about our return to school plans for 
pupils in January 2022.  The Government have implemented the Winter Plan B directives, which to date, have little 
direct impact on schools or the education of pupils nationally or at St Bernard’s,  
 
I would like to remind and strongly encourage students to continue to test twice weekly using the lateral flow device 
(LFD) tests.  Test kits will be issued to each student during the last few days of term to enable them to continue 
testing during the school holidays.  
        
The DfE have updated us on their current plans for COVID-19 testing in educational settings in January 
2022.  They would like all secondary schools to prepare to test their pupils once, on-site on return in 
January, as testing continues to play a vital role in keeping COVID-19 out of schools.  Testing all pupils in school 
boosts testing participation and will help reduce transmission after a period of social mixing over the school holidays. 
After this test on return, pupils should continue to test in line with government guidelines and further test kits will 
be issued to each student during the first week of term. I will be writing to parents separately with the specific 
details.  
 
Work will be set work on Classcharts for pupils in Year 7, 8 and 9 on Tuesday, 4th January, when pupils in Year 10, 11, 
12 and 13 are in school for testing only.  Lessons for Years 10, 11, 12 and Year 13 PPEs will now start on Wednesday 
5th January, when Year 7, 8 and 9 are in for testing only.   
 
All pupils (who have tested negative) should be back in school from Thursday 6th January.  Let us hope that this 
provision stays in place for the remainder of the academic year for pupils, parents, teaching and support staff. 
 
Although there are currently no plans for schools to move to remote delivery, parents can see a copy of our updated 
Contingency Framework here. 
 
Please be aware, the school closes for the Christmas break on Friday, 17th December.  Our School Office will be 
closed from 12.30pm. Should you have any urgent queries regarding this letter please email g-tearle@st-
bernards.slough.sch.uk.  Please note our School Office will reopen on Tuesday 4th January 2022. 
 
As ever, thank you for your continued support of your child's education at St Bernard's Catholic Grammar School.  I 
would like to wish you a very happy and holy Christmas and a brighter New Year.  
 
Yours sincerely 

 

Paul Kassapian 
Headteacher                                                                                                                                          
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