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Dear Parents,  

Following the Prime Minister's announcement on Monday 22nd February of the road map to easing lockdown 

restrictions, I am delighted that we will be able to start to welcome pupils back to school from Monday 8th 

March 2021.  

I have included an open letter from the Secretary of State for Education to parents about the decision to lift 

restrictions on education from Monday 8 March. This letter also provides information on the asymptomatic 

testing programme and safety measures.  

Alongside this, I have provided you with the latest updated guidance on what parents and carers need to know 

about early years providers, schools and colleges and parents and carers of children attending out-of-school 

settings during the coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak. 

In line with updated DfE guidance, we will be phasing pupils return throughout the week, alongside our 

proposed testing programme, outlined below.  The school is expected to provide pupils with three tests, three 

to five days apart.  Pupils can return to school after their first negative test. Full details of our testing 

arrangements will be forwarded in due course and will be available on the School Website here. 

The coaches will run from Tuesday 9th March but they are only to be used for those pupils returning to school 
following a negative test and are not to be used to travel to school for their first test.  This is to ensure that 
contact with those that have had a positive asymptomatic test are kept to a minimum. 
 

Date Testing Return to School 

Monday 8th March 
Year 12 AM 
Year 10 PM 

- 

Tuesday 9th March 
Year 11 AM 
Year 13 PM 

Year 10 and 12 

Wednesday 10th March 
Year 8 AM 
Year 9 PM 

Year 10, 11, 12 and 13 

Thursday 11th March Year 7 AM Year 8, 9, 10, 11, 12 and 13 

Friday 12th March - Year 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12 and 13 

 
Thank you to parents who have already completed their Consent Form for the testing in January.  If you have 
not yet completed the form you will receive a reminder email with a link to the form later this week.  Although 
testing is voluntary the Government are recommending that all pupils are tested to help contain the 
transmission of Covid 19 by identifying persons that are asymptomatic. This is a position the school fully 
supports.  If a pupil has had a positive Covid 19 test within 90 days, they do not need to take part in the testing.  
If you do not give consent to testing or if your child has had a positive test within 90 days, then they should 
return to school with their year group on the day shown above. 
 

 

 

https://dfemedia.blog.gov.uk/2021/02/23/an-open-letter-from-education-secretary-gavin-williamson-to-parents-carers-and-guardians/?utm_source=24%20February%202021%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak?utm_source=24%20February%202021%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak?utm_source=24%20February%202021%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-for-parents-and-carers-of-children-attending-out-of-school-settings-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak?utm_source=24%20February%202021%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-for-parents-and-carers-of-children-attending-out-of-school-settings-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak?utm_source=24%20February%202021%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19
http://www.st-bernards.slough.sch.uk/830/covid-19


 

 

 

In addition to the testing programme, DfE guidance outlines that all pupils and staff, unless exempt, are advised 

to wear face coverings, at all times inside school buildings, including during lessons.  Pupils are not required to 

wear face coverings when they are outside at lunchtime or in PE lessons.  This policy will be implemented from 

the 8th March and reviewed at the end of the Easter term.  If your child is exempt, please can you contact g-

tearle@st-bernards.slough.sch.uk and we will provide your child with an exemption lanyard so that they are not 

constantly challenged by staff who will be implementing this new guidance.  

The Junior Locker Room will be out of bounds during the first 3 weeks of school due to this being the testing 

area.  Therefore, pupils will need to bring only what they need for school each day and not to leave their 

possessions unattended in their Year Group Zones.   

As outlined before half term, we are inviting all parents to complete a short questionnaire reflecting on their 

child's lockdown learning experience.   All pupils will be invited to complete a questionnaire of their experiences 

via a link on Classcharts.  Closing date for the questionnaires will be 1st March at 12.00pm. 

Responses from this questionnaire will help us to prepare the next steps in learning and identify additional 

support required for pupils when they return to school from 8th March. 

As ever thank you for your continued support for your child’s education at St Bernard's Catholic Grammar 

school.  

Yours sincerely 

 
Paul Kassapian 
Headteacher              
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