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Year: 13 

 Intent Implementation Impact 

• What is the rational you have taken in shaping 
the curriculum? 

• Do pupils make progress in the 
curriculum? 

• What curriculum resources have you 
selected? Are they appropriate? 

• How are students assessed? 

• Are your assessments reliable? How do 
you know? 

• What would you expect the work of an A* 
student to look like in this year group? (Key 
issue) 

• Do all student groups have access to the 
curriculum? How do you know? 

• What impact does staffing have? Specialist/non-
specialist etc. 

The A Level course covers Philosophy, Ethics and Christian 
Theology. The Theology aspect is divided between the two 
course teachers based on the doctrinal or moral aspects of 
each topic.  
The philosophy course begins with a detailed exploration 
of forms of religious language covering traditional and 
modern philosophical language, and comparing a range of 
cognitive and non-cognitive methods. This basis then 
allows the theology teaching of Christian theological 
responses to secularisation and a pluralist religious world 
to be explored, and then how these both impact on 
Christianity within British and worldwide societies. The 
course finishes by exploring the nature and implications of 
God’s existence on all areas of the course. 
The Ethics course begins with meta-ethics exploring what 
goodness actually means, before looking at conscience as 
a final moral approach. This is followed by the theological 
study of Christianity in response to Marxism, and Christian 
theology with feminism, before looking at how these both  
impact on Christianity and British and worldwide society. 
The course finishes with the final applied aspect of sexual 
ethics and how all ethical approaches are linked to this. 

Students make consistent progress across the 
Year 13 curriculum and make expected progress. 
A 2018-19 curriculum review of outcomes 
indicates that every assessment from the start of 
Year one needs to be completed in lesson under 
timed exam conditions during both Year one and 
two to best secure students achieving above 
expected progress. 
The OCR course has been chosen due to an 
effective covering of the three areas of 
Philosophy, Ethics and Theology. Year two builds 
on Year one and references back to prior work to 
maintain a depth of understanding. The course 
has an extensive range of sources for support and 
resources in the form of multiple textbook 
options, multiple revision guides and exemplar 
essay books as well as online resources. 
Assessments are consistently given as exam style 
essays which are assessed using the full A level 
assessment, with marking moderated and 
compared to examiners reports.  

Students can critically reflect on and interpret texts, 
sources of wisdom and scholars. They can demonstrate 
a depth of understanding including nuanced 
approaches to subtly different views. Students will 
respond with precise vocabulary and can fully explore a 
range of approaches to an argument as presented. 
Students can deploy a range of relevant knowledge 
from a range of sources to demonstrate breadth and 
depth in response to each topic. Students form, argue 
and justify reasoned and well explored judgements and 
present insightful analysis of Philosophical, Ethical and 
Theological debates. Students can competently select 
relevant information for an essay synoptically across 
year one and two topics. 
All student groups demonstrate the ability to access the 
curriculum through constant teacher support to enable 
all groups to critically evaluate the taught ideas. 
All A level staff are specialists in one or the other half of 
the course with relevant undergraduate and/or 
postgraduate qualifications, and remain consistent in 
teaching at their speciality. 



 

 

 


