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 Intent Implementation Impact 

• What is the rational you have taken in 
shaping the curriculum? 

• Do pupils make progress in the 
curriculum? 

• What curriculum resources have you 
selected? Are they appropriate? 

• How are students assessed? 

• Are your assessments reliable? How do 
you know? 

• What would you expect the work of a 
grade 8 or 9 student to look like in this 
year group? (Key issue) 

• Do all student groups have access to the 
curriculum? How do you know? 

• What impact does staffing have? 
Specialist/non-specialist etc. 

We begin by building a foundation of key theological 
language, knowledge and understanding in all 
students. This basis of language is required to access 
the remainder of KS3, and needs to be secure in all 
students before KS4 study can be begun. We begin 
from a study of the school community and expand 
this towards the wider community and then further 
into a study of religious community. We then build 
into exploration of what religious belief in God is, 
then to specific Christian beliefs in Jesus and leads 
towards an understanding of the Catholic church in 
the world. Throughout each topic the teaching 
begins with understanding key beliefs, followed by 
students relating to their own experiences and views, 
and finally to begin to explore the key evaluation 
skills by reflecting on how others would respond to 
these beliefs and what evidence they would use. 
Finally we explore our first world religion by 
examining the major beliefs of Judaism, and 
introduce simple comparative religion between 
Judaism and Catholicism. 

The wide range of different start points for students 
from Catholic and non-Catholic Primary schools has 
historically produced an initial challenge to year 7 
RE. To respond to this we use a skills based baseline 
assessment to gauge the start point of all students, 
and plan interventions to bring students up to the 
expected progress across year 7, and to effectively 
challenge those students with a strong initial basis. 
Assessments are designed to cover the range of 
skills needed at KS3 and 4 and provide a reliable 
assessment of student progress, especially in 
examinations covering the evaluation skills required 
for all higher grades, as well as research projects 
building independent skills. 

The curriculum is resourced using staff expertise 
and a wide range of relevant resources to fulfil 
the curriculum requirements. Pupils historically 
have made outstanding progress, and before the 
end of year 7 the initial differentiation of start 
points is no longer a barrier to any student 
making or exceeding expected progress. 

Students are able to explain several important 
doctrine, belief and theological concepts with 
reference to sources of evidence, historical context 
and ways in which they affect personal practice and 
beliefs. Students are also able to compare different 
responses to questions of meaning and purpose 
while identifying strengths and weaknesses. The 
strongest students are beginning to make value 
judgements and justify their views. 
All students are able to access the curriculum as 
progress across the year increases with each 
assessment period in line with the development of 
skills. All students make or exceed expected 
progress, and are consistently faced with very high 
challenge targets. Lessons and assessments are 
designed to continually reinforce and develop the 
important skills as well as teach content. 
All teachers are specialist RE teachers with relevant 
undergraduate qualifications and teaching 
experience. If any non-experts are asked to support 
teaching in Y7 they are provided with a mentor from 
the RE staff. 



 


