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Updated information for parents and pupils, regarding our plans for 
reopening the school to all pupils in September 

 

Dear Parents, 
 
I hope that you and your families are safe and well and have enjoyed the summer break. As we get ready for the 
start of the new academic year 2020/21, I would like to extend a special welcome to our new Year 7 and Year 12 
pupils and their families. I very much look forward to meeting you and welcoming you to the St Bernard's school 
community. In preparation for welcoming all pupils back to school in September, I am providing parents with 
updated information and guidance, further to my communication at the end of the summer term. All our published 
information related to the Covid-19 pandemic, plans for the safe reopening of the school and any future 
communications can be found here Covid 19 - School Website. 
 
I would like to extend my thanks to Mrs Mellish and the site team, who have been busy throughout the summer 
getting the school ready for pupils' safe return. We have made a significant number of changes to the structure of 
the school day, school site and timetable, to ensure that we are following the Department for Education’s guidelines 
and ensuring the safety of all our pupils and staff. 
 
We understand that you or your child may have many questions regarding the reopening of school.  We have been 
planning the organisation of the school site and have assessed risks using the Department of Education (DFE) 
guidance for secondary schools.  All schools have been encouraged to take action to reduce the risk of transmission. 
Parents can read our full risk assessment here Covid 19 - School Website.  The guidance recognises the need to 
minimise the number of pupils and staff in contact with each other, but equally stresses the need for pupils to 
experience a full, broad and balanced curriculum with specialist teaching wherever possible. The safety of our pupils, 
parents and staff remains our priority alongside promoting academic excellence and meeting the pastoral needs of 
our pupils and enhancing their moral, social, spiritual and cultural development. 
 
Parents are encouraged to visit gov.uk/backtoschool for information and practical guidance to help them plan for 
their children’s return to school. This includes latest updates from the Department for Education to the guidance for 
parents and carers on what they need to know about early years providers, schools and colleges in the autumn term. 
 

Start of Term Arrangements: 
Tuesday, 1st September - Staff Inset Day. 
Wednesday, 2nd September -Year 7 only for their Induction Day.  
Thursday, 3rd September - Year 7 and Year 12 only for their Induction Day.  
Friday, 4th September - Year 7, 11, 12 and 13 only for their Induction Day. 
Monday 7th September - All pupils return to school. 

 

 

 

http://www.st-bernards.slough.sch.uk/830/covid-19
http://www.st-bernards.slough.sch.uk/830/covid-19
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak?utm_source=25%20August%202020%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-in-the-autumn-term?utm_source=25%20August%202020%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-in-the-autumn-term?utm_source=25%20August%202020%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19


How will we socially distance? 

We have divided the school into zones, each containing a separate Year Group, which will allow our pupils to work in 

separate year group bubbles. 

Year 7    Location A   Main Building - Lower floor 

Year 8   Location B   Main Building - Upper floor 

Year 9    Location C   70s Corridor A 

Year 10   Location D   70s Corridor B 

Year 11   Location E   90s Block 

Year 12 and 13   Location F   Science Corridor and 80s Block 

 
We have made the following adaptations to facilitate this: - 
 

 Pupils will be registered in Period 1. 

 We have amended the timings of lessons to allow 10 minutes for teacher movement, increased personal 
hygiene, a comfort break for pupils and cleaning between lessons. 

 
For pupils that are studying different subjects and options, they will move between different classrooms but remain 

in their Year Group bubble, within these zones.  They will also use the toilets allocated to their Year Group zone.  

Pupils must stay within their zone unless they have permission from a member of staff.   

New Timings for School Day: 
 

 

To facilitate some practical or specialist subjects, for example PE, there will be times when pupils will move out of 

their zone.  Many buildings/areas will have one-way systems, indicated by arrows or signage.  Pupils will need to be 

mindful of the one-way systems and distancing when walking to these areas and will be asked to wait outside until a 

teacher asks them to enter.  Form Tutors will go through timetables and explain this during their first tutorial 

session. 

 

 

 



Hand Sanitiser and PPE: 

At many entrances and exit points pupils will find hand sanitiser stations to use.  Pupils are also encouraged to bring 

their own hand sanitiser to use throughout the day to reduce the risk of transmission; they may find it helpful to 

label their own bottle. 

Updated guidance DfE Guidance from the DfE recommends that pupils wear face coverings in school, at times when 

social distancing is more challenging, such as when moving between lessons, inside the school building. We will insist 

that all pupils bring a plain and simple face covering to school and wear it at these times. Pupils and staff may choose 

to wear a face covering during lessons or other times during the school day. Pupils must wear face coverings on 

public transport and on school buses. 

 

We will inform parents when/if the recommendations are revised and the wearing of face coverings is made 

mandatory at all times inside buildings.  

 

Pupil Arrival & Departure: 

Pupils will be allowed to be onsite from 8.15am and should arrive before 8.45am, when registration begins.  On 

arrival pupils should go directly to their zone and to the room in which they will have their first lesson each day (on 

the first day this will be indicated on notice boards).  Classes will be released at the end of the day in staggered 

stages, from 3:25pm, to reduce the numbers of pupils leaving at one time through the pupil gate. 

Where possible pupils are encouraged to avoid the use of public transport and to walk or cycle to school as an 

alternative.  Pupils arriving/departing on coaches that pick up from within the school grounds will be given a 

designated seat.  When waiting to board their coach after school, pupils will be asked to line up at specific points on 

the front lawn to help maintain social distancing; this will be indicted by signs.  Pupils should board the coaches 

respectfully when asked to do so by staff to help maintain social distancing. 

We ask that no pupils remain on the school site after school, unless for an organised extra-curricular activity. 

To reduce the numbers of people congregating on school site, we are continuing with our policy of no pick-up on the 

school site at the end of the day; this has now been expanded to include no drop-off on school site at the start of the 

day. 

What to bring to school: 

Pupils will have limited access to their lockers and will not be able to use them regularly throughout the school day. 

Instead, all of their equipment must be contained within a rucksack bag/backpack, which pupils must keep with 

them.  To reduce the risk of transmission, pupils should not borrow equipment from other students, or the teacher. 

Pupils must ensure that they have the appropriate equipment/books for each school day.  The school Café will only 

be available to pupils during their year group designated lunchtime session and no water fountains will be available.   

As mentioned in the end of term communication, pupils are permitted and encouraged to bring their own mobile 

phone or other electronic device to school, as part of their classroom-based learning. Wifi provision has been 

expanded on the school site for student use. We will continue to set home learning via the Classcharts App. All 

devices should be insured by parents and pupils will be responsible for looking after their own device. More 

information can be found in the ICT Acceptable Usage Policy here. 

It is recommended that pupils should bring the following each day: 

 Pencil case, including the following 

o 2 x black pen/biro 

o 1 x purple biro 

o 2 x pencil 

o 1 x ruler 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/face-coverings-in-education/face-coverings-in-education
https://stbernards.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/ICT-Acceptable-Usage-policy.pdf?t=1550490982


o 1 x sharpener 

o 1 x rubber 

o 1 x glue stick 

o 1 x calculator 

o Any other equipment appropriate to the subjects studied each day 

 

 A packed lunch (if not having meals in the Café), a snack for breaks between lessons and a bottle of water. 

Please do be mindful that some of our students do suffer with airborne allergies to such things as nuts. 

 

 Their PE kit (white or blue top, together with blue shorts, short white socks and trainers - bring indoor 

trainers too), which they should wear in place of uniform on timetabled PE days. They may wear their school 

tracksuits if they have them, but can wear some appropriate sports tracksuit bottoms or leggings if they do 

not. Pupils should bring their school uniform with them in which to change in case it rains during their 

lesson, as the PE Department will be aiming to teach as much PE outdoors as is possible. 

Lunch and Extra Curricular Activities: 

We recognise that lunch times are especially important upon our return as pupils will have missed out on the chance 

to socialise. Pupils must not bring in equipment designed for sharing, such as games or cards. However, sporting 

equipment such as a netball, basketball or football can be shared for recreation within a year group bubble but must 

be cleaned regularly between use.  

Pupils having lunch from the Café will need to arrive at their allocated times.  Pupils having packed lunches will have 

the chance to eat these either outside or in a separate space (e.g. the Old Hall).  Form Tutors will share this 

information with pupils in their first tutorial session. 

Café Opening Times: 

There will be no Café service before school  

 
Period 4A Period 4B 

 12.15pm 12.30pm 12.45pm 1.25pm 1.40pm 1.55pm 

Monday Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 12&13 Year 11 Year 10 

Tuesday Year 8 Year 9 Year 7 Year 12&13 Year 10 Year 11 

Wednesday Year 9 Year 8 Year 7 Year 12&13 Year 11 Year 10 

Thursday Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 12&13 Year 10 Year 11 

Friday Year 9 Year 8 Year 7 Year 12&13 Year 11 Year 10 

 

We know the importance of extra-curricular activities and are working to best provide for these while ensuring we 

are keeping within the government guidance and the principles of our own planning.  We will keep this under review 

and will aim to introduce activities in due course. We will continue to update you on this over the Christmas term. 

Pupil Conduct: 

In order to keep our school community as safe as possible we have an addendum to our behaviour policy, which can 

be found here Addendum to Behaviour Policy. We ask all parents and pupils to read this before the term starts in 

September.   

 

https://stbernardssloughschuk-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/g-tearle_st-bernards_slough_sch_uk/EXLq8uwfjktBl10ky9timdIBMMYKVSxZ1Co9TV_APNY-cw?e=jbwANq


Uniform: 

Students will be expected to wear full school uniform when they return to school in September. On days when pupils 

have PE they are to attend school in their PE kit.  Parents must inform their child’s Form Tutor if there is any reason 

affecting the wearing of correct school uniform.  

Illness/Attendance: 

All pupils are to attend school and to arrive punctuality, in line with our expectations.  Parents should avoid taking 

their child out of school during term time. If your child shows any Covid-19 symptoms they must not attend school. If 

your child or other members of your household are showing symptoms of Covid-19, they must follow the 

government guidelines. 

Information about any pupil who is unable to attend school should be communicated by parents to the Attendance 

Officer by calling 01753 695077 before registration of that day. 

If your contact details have changed please ensure you update us, as if your child is unwell during the school day we 

will need to contact you to arrange for them to be picked up as soon as possible. 

Focus on Pupils’ Physical, Mental Health and Wellbeing: 

In addition, during their first days back, your child's Form Tutor will be providing them with a comprehensive 

induction, going through all the details of changes to our routines. As has previously been communicated, we know 

that you are going to be mindful of your child's wellbeing at this time of transition back to school.  As a school, 

alongside our academic and pastoral priorities, we are going to be placing a focus on social and emotional learning. 

This will be coordinated between Form Tutors, PSHE lessons, our specialist members of staff (such as our SENCo and 

Pastoral Team).  

Heads of Year will be writing to their Year groups with additional specific information within the first week back. 

Yours sincerely 
 

 
Paul Kassapian 
Headteacher 
 


