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Dear Parents, 
 
Supporting Our Wonderful School 
 
Hello everyone, I am so pleased to contact you with an update from the PTFA. My daughter is currently in Year 10 and I 
have another daughter who recently left and is now at University. I am sure other parents feel as humbled as I do that 
our children attend such a wonderful school. I am more than happy to give a few hours of my time to support the 
school and their great work. Therefore, I put myself forward in support of the PTFA in 2020 and, to be honest with you, 
it is pretty much just me on my own now. I am currently performing the role of Treasurer and Chair. 
 
It is great news that lockdown times are behind us. However, the pandemic did impact PTFA efforts which is why it has 
been so quiet. It became difficult to keep the momentum going with fund raising activities, and parents who were 
previously involved stepped down from their roles on the committee as their children moved on.  
 
So now is a great time to kick things off again! Over the last 12 months my limited focus areas have been as follows: 
 

• Arranging all the paperwork to access the PTFA Bank accounts and ensure the relevant funding is shared with the 
school to help their important initiatives 

• Source and arrange the delivery of 1,150 Easter eggs for the children and staff! 

• Review the previous accounts, revenues raised from previous initiatives etc and build a “quick-wins” plan to 
maximise the fund raising activities for the school 

 
However, I cannot do this on my own and I definitely need help and support from the other parents. I really do 
understand its not easy to support the PTFA when leading such hectic lives. The good news is I have come up with a list 
of simple things we can all do to support the PTFA and every little really does help, so please see my list of suggested 
actions and think about how you can help with any of these simple ideas. 
 
1. Launching a new Committee including appointing a Chair.  
There are so many things the PTFA used to run like Christmas Fairs, Summer Balls, Raffles etc which could be started 
again if we had more hands at the pumps. If you would like to get involved with the Committee and be part of planning 
amazing fund raising projects that would be great. My contact details are at the bottom of this letter so please do 
reach out to me.  
 
2. Please use Easy Fundraising.  
When doing your online shopping please use Easy Fundraising using the link:  
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stbernardsptfasl/ 
It’s such an easy way to support us, so please sign up. I am pleased to report that we now have 40 supporters who have 
raised over £1,200 between them – so thank you! Just think what we could achieve collectively, if we all signed up. The 
school earns money when you shop online. It is as simple as that. 
 
 
 
 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stbernardsptfasl/


 
 
3. Please use ParentPay to sign up for the 400 Club  
The 400 Club has been running for years and pays for the running costs and the uptake of the St Bernard's minibus. 
Parents, staff and friends buy shares for £15 each (share price is £15.50 inclusive of a 50p admin charge). You can buy 
shares every year via ParentPay. Please note that if you usually purchase your shares via ParentPay, these do not 
renew automatically. You need to continue to purchase these annually via ParentPay.  
 
We are currently working through the process of putting all the existing 400 Club contributions into a draw and 
announcing the prize winners. So please do make your purchase through ParentPay before the end of June 2022. And 
watch this space, we will be announcing winners before the summer break – it could be you! 
 
4. Sign up for our Classified Services Business Directory 
This is a new idea I am looking to set up. Whenever we need a window cleaner or someone to service our car, we can 
now get a quote from a fellow parent who runs that business. The classified entries will cost just £5 per month (with 
the first month FREE!) and this could be a great way to generate new leads for your business or a business run by your 
family / friends. I will send a separate communication out about how to join this service and submit details to me for 
your Business classified entry. 
 
5. Support our upcoming ‘Non-Uniform’ Day on 1st July 2022 
We are pleased to announce a non-uniform day for students and ask for a donation of £2 which will kickstart the 
exciting relaunch of the PTFA.  The funds raised will go towards a number of new initiatives in school to support your 
child’s education.  
 
6. Summer Fun Day – 2nd July 2022  
The PTFA are running a ‘Waffle Decoration Factory’ at the St Bernard’s Fun Day on Saturday, 2nd July 2022.  Please do 
visit us to say hello and indulge in a delicious waffle with a mouth-watering selection of toppings. 
 
By the end of term, I will have a firm handle on how much money the PTFA has made this year. I will discuss the 
funding priorities for the school with Mr Kassapian and ensure the PTFA supports everything we can. I will write to all 
parents with an update on this during the last week of term.  
 
So, for now thank you for reading this letter. Please remember to look through the list of 6 simple ideas I have put 
forward and choose a couple where you can support the PTFA.  
 
We look forward to working with you for the benefit of our children’s education. 
 
If you would like further information about joining us or have any questions, please do not hesitate to get in touch with 
me. My contact details are as follows: 
 
Tel: 0758 4492733 
Email: ptfa@st-bernards.slough.sch.uk  
 
Thank you for your continued support. 
 
Neelam Sharma 
On behalf of the PTFA 
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