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St Bernard’s Catholic Grammar School

• Headteacher: Mr Kassapian

• Director of Key Stage 5: Ms Instone

• Head of Year 12

• Head or Year 13

• Sixth Form Study Co-ordinator:

Mrs Davies

• Sixth Form Study Supervisors:

Miss Hockey Mrs Husain

Welcome
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Why Choose St Bernard’s?

Mission Statement

‘At St Bernard’s School, students are educated in a 
nurturing community where each person is loved 

and valued’
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Why Choose St Bernard’s?

“The St Bernard’s sense of community 
is like no other and I love being a part 

of it.”
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Tradition



St Bernard’s Catholic Grammar School

Guardian Angels
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Developing the Whole Student

• Commercial awareness

• Interpersonal skills

• Time management

• Confidence

• Self-awareness

• Decision making skills

• Ability to work under 
pressure

• Initiative

• Leadership

• Emotional intelligence

• Creative problem solving

• Adaptability
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Reflection
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Wellbeing
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Trip Opportunities
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Developing the Whole Student

From the beginning of year 12, our students are 
beginning their UCAS journey.  We use UniFrog – a 
comprehensive platform that allows students to 
explore their skills base; search for universities and 
apprenticeships but also expand and explore super-
curricular opportunities.
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Developing the Whole Student

Work 
Experience

Apprenticeship 
workshops
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Outside Speakers

Opportunities to hear from 
representatives from higher education, 
industry, apprenticeship;
Oxbridge Programme – we work closely 
with our Oxbridge leads: Dr Joe Organ, 
Brasenose College, Oxford and Amelia 
Grigg, Selwyn College, Cambridge
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Developing the Whole Student

• Extended Project 
Qualification

• Junior Leadership Team

• Senior Prefects and 
Officers
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Lenten Sports / Sport’s Day
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Intake

• The Sixth Form has grown dramatically over the 
last four years.

• Current numbers: 349

• Year 12 - 172

• Year 13 - 177

• Highest % of students staying in Sixth Form from 
Year 11 – approx 95% choosing to stay on at St 
Bernard’s.

• One third of our intake is external students.

• 56% female / 44% male
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Last Year’s Results



St Bernard’s Catholic Grammar School

Destinations
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Results in 2022

Examinations were sat since the first time since 
2019.

Mitigations were put in place: Longer examination 
period, pre-release materials.

Grades in 2022 represent a halfway house between 
2019 and the high of 2021 nationally.
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Choosing your A Levels

The most important considerations when choosing A Levels subjects 
are:

1. Look at subjects you are likely to enjoy and be good at. If you 
enjoy a subject or have a talent in it already, you are more likely 
to do well in the future.

2. Are there any particular subjects and/or grades you may need in 
order to go further in education? If you have a particular career 
path, job, or further study option in mind, you may need to 
choose specific A Levels in order to meet entry requirements.

3. How open do you want to keep your future study and career 
choices? This may influence the choice you make.

4. Which harder and softer skills you wish to develop

further ahead of future career opportunities.
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Choosing your A Levels

Medicine,                       

Dentistry,                        Chemistry

Veterinary science

Engineering                    Maths Physics

Law                                  English / History 
Philosophy & Ethics
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Choosing your A Levels

Things to remember:

Biology English Lit               Art                 Latin

Chemistry History Music French

Physics Religious Studies   PE                  Spanish

Maths Ancient History Drama           Japanese

Computing Economics Product

Further Business Design

Maths Psychology

Sociology 
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A Level Pathway

3 A level Pathway
+ EPQ

4 A level Pathway
Average point score 7+
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Entry Requirements

To study a minimum of 3 A 
Levels at St Bernard’s Sixth 
Form

At least two grade 5’s and three grade 6’s 
at GCSE. This must include a grade 5 in 
English and Mathematics if these subjects 
are not being taken as A levels

Mathematics A Level
Further Mathematics A Level

Grade 6 at GCSE
Grade 8 at GCSE and or grade 8 or 9 
in Further Mathematics GCSE

Science A Levels:
•Physics
•Chemistry
•Biology

Grade 6 for a Triple Award Science
Grade 7 for a Double Award Science

For all other subjects: Grade 6 at GCSE
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Academic Option Blocks

Option 1 Option 2 Option 3 Option 4

Biology Ancient History Biology Biology

Business Art Drama Chemistry

English Chemistry English Economics

French Computing History Latin

Geography Economics Mathematics
Philosophy & 
Ethics

Mathematics History
Mathematics & Further 
Maths Physics

Physics Japanese
Design & Technology: 
Product Design Psychology

PE Music Sociology

Psychology Spanish (UCGS)
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Year 12 – Typical Week

• 3 A level Pathway

• + EPQ
• Tutorial Time - 1 hour per week
• General RE - 1 hour per week
• General PE - 1 hour per week
• Enrichment hour (EPQ ) - 1 hour per 

week
• 27 Timetabled lessons  (3 A levels 

subjects over two weeks)
• 6 supervised study sessions
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Typical 3 Subject Timetable
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Working Collaboratively
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Independent Study
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Managing your Time
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Sixth Form Privileges

• Free to study – option to study in one of our 
designated study areas – supervised Sixth Form 
Study Room – Library.

• Access to the Café during Periods 1-3.

• Option to leave the school site at lunch time.

• Option to leave at lunchtime on days without a 
timetabled lesson Period 5.

• Pursue volunteering and community service.

• Use of the fitness suite.
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Sixth Form Uniform

• Regulation Black Watch Tartan Skirt – available from School 
Days Direct or Black tailored trousers.

• White blouse or shirt with collar and sleeves.

• Black Watch tartan tie Black regulation blazer.

• A business style plain colour and plain knit long-sleeved V-
neck jumper or cardigan.

• A smart dark jacket or dark coat (not denim or leather) may be 
worn.

• Black shoes – no trainers

• PE Kit – students wear suitable sports clothing
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Sixth Form Uniform



St Bernard’s Catholic Grammar School

Application Process

• Apply online for 2023 Sixth Form entry from 
November 2022.

• Online entries will close on the 20th January 2023.

• Follow the link on our admissions tab to take you 
to our online Admissions Application form.

• St Bernard’s current Year 11 students will receive 
an email with a link to follow.
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Application Process
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Taster Days

• Year 11 will get a chance to experience up to 6 
subjects in January to cement their choices.

• Applications from other schools will be able to 
come and visit us in the summer term and get a 
flavour of Sixth Form life and A Level lessons.
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Take time to explore!

• View our Destinations Map for last year’s 
Year 13.

• Talk to subject leads about the A Level 
courses.

• Listen to what our students have to say 
about St Bernard’s Sixth Form.

• Read course guidelines and admissions 
criteria on Admissions Plus.
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Timeline
Applications 
open.  Use the 
website to 
help you 
decide which 
A levels are 
right for you

Taster day in Jan to 
explore different A 
levels before final 
decision

Applications 
close 20th

January

Offer 
letters sent 
out to 
students

Nov 22 Jan 23 April 23 July 23 Aug 23

Invite 
external 
applicants 
for tour and 
taster 
session

Results Day:  
confirm 
place if offer 
met and 
short 
interview.

Current 
year 11

Interviews 
with SLT 
and Sixth 
Form Team

Results Day:  
confirm place if 
offer met and 
chance to discuss 
any changes
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FAQS

• Can we change our minds once the application is 
submitted?

• How far into the course can you change a subject?

• Is the EPQ compulsory?

• How big are classes in general?

• If you take 4 subjects, can you drop one in Year 13?



St Bernard’s Catholic Grammar School

What Our Students Say.....

• The huge sense of community creates a lovely homely environment. 
– Sophia

• As someone who joined St Bernard’s in year 12, the thing that stuck 
out to me was the community feel. There is no divide between 
internals and externals, and it feels like one family.

• I’m truly thankful for my time at St Bernard’s and in Sixth Form. I’m 
thankful for the friends I’ve made on the way and my chosen A-
Level subjects that have wonderful teachers whom I am immensely 
grateful for, who have guided and supported me throughout the 
course of my A Levels 😊 – A.D 
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What Our Students Say.....

• Teachers genuinely care about what they teach and teach it well, so 
students enjoy the subjects. 

• Since joining St Bernard’s Sixth Form, I have enjoyed my experience 
and felt that all my subject teachers have been welcoming. 
Although it’s a large transition from Year 11, I feel settled into Sixth 
Form routine.

• Sixth Form helps me with my time management skills. The 
supervised studies help me catch up on my work. My free periods 
and privileges help me to finish any classwork and start revising the 
topic or help me get ahead in my study.

• I’ve had a terrific experience here!!!!
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What Our Students Say.....

• We have a great sense of community and we want to help each other 
achieve our goals. We are looked after and treated like adults while still 
being supported. 

• Sixth form has been very fun, staff are very supportive and very acceptive 
when it comes to requests. 

• Sixth form allows me to focus on my time management skills. I enjoy using 
my frees productively. It enables me to stay on top of my work and also 
keep up with my extra-curricular music hobbies.

• My experience at St Bernard’s has been hugely different to what I am used 
to. More independent work, big topics and committed teachers have 
pushed me from early on and have given me an insight on what it takes to 
be an A* student.
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What Our Students Say.....

• 6th Form at St Bernard’s is very enjoyable. The common room and 
study room are both extremely useful and make 6th Form life easier. 
Timetables are structured well creating room for free and study 
periods giving students a break. It is very easy compared to GCSE 
years since everything you “need” is in close proximity to each 
other. As well as this creating a positive atmosphere and enjoyable 
6th form. 

• The positive environment in the school is expected when you 
highlight the synergy and compatibility of the students to people 
themselves towards education. Most people are chill and the way 
subjects are being taught is digestible across all levels of 
understanding. Any lapses in the understanding can and seems to 
be supplemented with re-explanation. Things like GS and RE are 
good, breaks from the main subjects. a
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What Our Students Say.....

• My time at St Bernard’s has been very enjoyable. The teaching I 
have received has allowed me to obtain the high grades I wanted at 
GCSE, and the freedom we have as part of VI form motivates us all 
to work hard.

• Good Sixth Form with good teachers who want their students to 
prosper.

• I have really enjoyed my time in Sixth Form so far. Although it is a 
big change from year 11, the transition has been made much 
smoother thanks to the incredible personal support from my 
subject teachers. The Sixth Form Study Room and Common Room 
provide a great working environment and I have liked making lots of 
new friends!
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What Our Students Say.....

• The huge sense of community creates a lovely homely environment. 
– Sophia

• As someone who joined St Bernard’s in year 12, the thing that stuck 
out to me was the community feel. There is no divide between 
internals and externals, and it feels like on family.

• I’m truly thankful for my time at St Bernard’s and in Sixth Form. I’m 
thankful for the friends I’ve made on the way and my chosen A-
Level subjects that have wonderful teachers whom I am immensely 
grateful for, who have guided and supported me throughout the 
course of my A Levels 😊 – A.D 
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What Our Students Say.....

• Having been in the Sixth Form for over a year, I feel like I’ve always 
been supported both in my studies and the wider curriculum.

• Very good and staff are very supportive.

• The school always stives to ensure that the needs of every student 
are met, creating a safe, happy, nurturing environment where every 
student has the opportunities to reach their full potential.

• “The St. Bernard’s sense of community is like no other and I love 
being a part of it.” R


