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Dear Parents, 
 
I hope you are all well and adapting to the changes to Lockdown which seem to be evolving almost daily.  I am very 
excited to be welcoming back the Year 12 students albeit in very different circumstances.  Included with this email is 
a copy of the timetable and the student groupings; there are also details of the course content covered to allow 
students to equip themselves appropriately for the sessions.  I am sure there will be many students that will be 
disappointed that they have not been placed in friendship groups.  Unfortunately, that has just not been possible.   
With the huge number of A Level combinations available, Mr Tomlinson has had an extremely difficult task trying to 
juggle the logistics of providing Year 12 with as many lessons as possible whilst preserving the strict guidelines in 
regard to social distancing and movement around the school.  You will see that the students will have a base in a 
classroom and a desk and chair that they will use throughout the session.  Teachers will move between the 
classrooms to limit the possibility of cross-contamination.  Therefore, the chance to socialise with friends in different 
bubbles would undermine the integrity of our safety procedures.  
 
We have endeavoured to provide our Year 12 students with access to as much of their curriculum as possible, but 
we recognise that for some students it has resulted in more than one slot of private study on some days, where they 
have 'lessons' in subjects that they do not study.  Whilst we believe that the private study slots are still extremely 
valuable, as departments will be providing material in advance via digital platforms that students can utilise in those 
slots, such as past paper material, some parents may feel that their child may study equally as effectively at 
home.   There will also be a UCAS and Personal Statement pack to help support students as they navigate their way 
through the process.   
 
Please find attached a copy of the curriculum information that your son/daughter will need to know in order to be 
fully prepared and make the most of each session.  Please take time to go through the details as there are some 
subjects where your son/daughter will need to prepare in advance of the sessions. 
Considering this, following request from a number of parents, it has been agreed that students can: 
 

a) Leave after Period 3 on any of their allocated days with parental permission.   
It is recommended that this should only be considered should they not have a lesson in a subject that they 
study in the Period 4 slot. 

b) Arrive for Period 4 only on any of their allocated days with parental permission.  
It is recommended that this should only be considered should they not have a lesson in a subject that they 
study during Periods 1 to 3 on that day.  Where this is the case, the time of arrival to the Sixth Form gate for 
any student in a group numbered from 1 to 4 would need to be between 12.35pm and 12.45pm; whereas, 
the time of arrival at the Main Chapel gate for any student in a group numbered from 5 to 8 would need to 
be between 1.00pm and 1.10pm. 

 
Please email j-tucker@st-bernards.slough.sch.uk to inform us of which days your son/daughter will either arrive 
after Period 3 or leave after Period 3.  No student will be allowed to leave early without an advance email to the 
aforementioned address and any student that does not arrive for Period 1 will be treated as absent without reason 
should we not have been informed in advance. Please allow at least 24 hours' notice of either event.  
  

mailto:j-tucker@st-bernards.slough.sch.uk


 
 
Arrival or departure outside of the agreed slots (arrival: before Period 1 or Period 4; departure: after Period 3 or 
Period 4) will not be permitted other than in exceptional circumstance.  For this, a request should be made in 
advance to the Head of Sixth Form  (s-instone@st-bernards.slough.sch.uk). 
 
As you can see, much planning has been put into the organisation of the next three weeks and we will be keeping to 
the 2 metre social distancing rule where possible even though there has been revised guidance as of 4th July. 
 
If you have any concerns with this provision, please do not hesitate to contact me.   
 
Yours sincerely. 
 
 
Ms Sarah Instone 
Head of Sixth Form 
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