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19
th

 March 2020 
 

Dear Parent/Guardian, 
 
Re: Coronavirus – Year 11 and Year 13 Update 
As a school, we recognise and acknowledge the hard work and dedication of our Year 11 and Year 13 students, as they had been 

planning for their GCSE and A Level Examinations.  Following the announcement from the Education Secretary, we are awaiting 

updates on the National Strategy of how GCSE and A Level qualifications will be awarded this year.  I know our examinations 

year groups have many questions and we will publish information as soon as we have received it from Ofqual and the 

Department of Education. 

At this point, we are recommending the best things for students to be doing are: 

 Continue to consolidate and revise topics already covered in class. 

 Keep checking ClassCharts and school email for subject content, advice and exam technique from their teachers.  If you 

or your son/daughter are logged out of your ClassCharts account, please contact the School Office who will email you 

your access code.  Email address office@st-bernards.slough.sch.uk 

 Establish a routine.  Time allocation for each subject should be similar to their normal school timetable. 

 Be aware of their physical and mental health during this period.  It is important to eat healthily, keep hydrated and 

remain physically active.  More advice available at: https://www.mind.org.uk/information-support/coronavirus-and-

your-wellbeing#collapsebe90e 

 Stay connected with current events, but be careful where you get news and health information from.  For up-to-date 

advice, see the NHS coronavirus webpage and gov.uk. 

 Stay safe; schools have closed for a reason, please follow government advice on social distancing. 

The school is receiving ongoing clarification and guidance on GCSE and A Level examinations, Sixth Form Admission, UCAS and 

Apprenticeship opportunities; however, the situation is still evolving and we wish to reassure you that the school will do 

everything in its power to ensure the best possible outcome for the students.  Year 11 PPE results and Year 13 Reports are 

planned to go out as scheduled. 

The school will be open on Friday 20
th

 March for Year 11 and Year 13 students to receive specific advice and guidance on exam 

related content from teachers.  This will include the most up to date information for Year 11 and Year 13 students about their 

next steps and progression, for Year 13 students to university and for Year 11 students for places into St Bernard’s Sixth Form.   

The plan for the day is: 
8:40 - 8:55   Registration 
8:55 - 9:55   Period 1 as normal 
10:00 - 11:00   Period 2 as normal 
11:00 - 11:20   Break 
11:20   Tutor Time in form rooms 
11:45   Assembly (Year 11 in the Old Hall, Year 13 in the New Hall) 
12:30   Students dismissed 
 

If your child is unwell or self-isolating they should not come into school tomorrow, any specific subject advice will be 
communicated by email. Our priority is to ensure the safety, health and wellbeing of our school community.   
 
Students with any questions or concerns are welcome to email us directly during the school closure. 
 
s-instone@st-bernards.slough.sch.uk  r-cunningham@st-bernards.slough.sch.uk 
 
Kind regards, 
 
Ms Instone      Miss Cunningham 
Head of Sixth Form  Key Stage 4 Leader 
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