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17th July 2020 
  
    
 
Dear Parents/Guardians/Students, 
  
As you know GCSE and A Level grades will be published on the planned dates in August.  That is Thursday 13th August 
for A Level students and Thursday 20th August for GCSE students.  
  
These grades have been generated by exam boards using input from staff. We were asked to allocate a grade for 
each student and then asked to rank students within each grade.  We then checked this data and made adjustments 
to make these grades as fair and unbiased as possible. The grades that we submitted were our best assessment of 
what students would have achieved if they had taken exams. However, the exam boards then applied a 
‘standardisation model’ so that the distribution of grades awarded this year is consistent with those awarded in 
other years at a national level, and this process inevitably results in some centre-assessed grades being adjusted.  It 
is this grade that will be received on the results day for each year group. You can see further information on this 
from Ofqual here.  
  
We are currently planning for how you will receive your results, we know that some may not want to follow 
the routines of previous results days, and we are planning for a results day where students can receive their results 
safely, but with personal support from staff to help plan for the courses in which they can be most successful.  We 
will write to you on the 10th August to give you further details of these arrangements. We are of course keen to see 
every Year 11 pupil return to St Bernard’s in September, as members of our Sixth Form, after being away from our 
community for so long.  
  
As with any examination session, the vast majority of our pupils will be delighted with their grades, however, for 
those who are not, the government have now confirmed the dates of the Autumn examination series.  
  

• AS and A-Level exams will take place between October 5 and October 23.  
• GCSEs exams will take place between November 2 and November 23.  

  
These will be purely exam based and will generally not take into account controlled assessments. We will provide 
details of how to apply to enter these exams on results day, as entry deadlines are very early in September.  For 
those wishing to take GCSE papers in the Autumn, they should consider carefully how they will balance the demands 
of the examinations with their study commitments.  Their priority should be their A Level studies, and we 
would advise students to only take examinations in subjects where it is absolutely essential to them that their grade 
changes.  
  
As ever, if the situation changes, we will keep you updated with the latest details.  
  
Yours sincerely  
  
 Mr R Watson  
Assistant Headteacher  
 

 

https://youtu.be/fRTyGmUJIrw

