
                                                                                                                                                 St Bernard’s Catholic Grammar School 

                                                                                                                                                         1 Langley Road, Slough, SL3 7AF 

                                                                                                                                                                     Telephone (01753) 527020 

                                                                                                                                                                                Fax (01753) 576919 

                                                                                                                                           Email secretary@st-bernards.slough.sch.uk 

 

                                                                                                                                                          Headteacher: Mr Paul Kassapian MA 

 
26th June 2020 
 
 
 
 
Dear Parents, 
 

I hope you are all keeping well. I am looking forward to welcoming your son/daughter back to school next 
week for lessons with their subject teachers, to complement the virtual learning that will continue for the 
rest of the academic year.   
  
Mr Tomlinson has had the challenging task of arranging the timetable for students and staff to ensure that 
we can safely have students in for lessons with all the logistical difficulties this brings in these unusual 
times.  He has looked at several different options and we are confident this is the best provision to support 
the Year 10 students, whist ensuring the social distancing guidance is followed to keep students and staff 
safe.  We want to provide as much student contact with teachers in as many subjects as possible before 
the summer break, in order that students may gain a clear understanding of what to do over the summer 
and what to expect in the autumn term.  In order to be able to provide this provision, we have been unable 
to base groups around friendships and there will be some lessons in which students may not study that 
subject.  In these lessons, students will be able to continue completing work for other subjects.  Students 
are welcome to bring their own devices for use in lessons and these study periods but do so at their own 
risk.  The school will take no responsibility for damage incurred or for loss of any item whether on or off-
site.  Wi-Fi is available on the 70s corridor where the lessons will take place. 
  
When your son/daughter returns to school next week it will be a very different experience.  Students will 
be based in one classroom and have their own workspace for all of the lessons.  Teachers will move from 
classroom to classroom; this is to limit the chances of cross contamination.  It is important that students 
don’t socialise with students from other groups helping to ensure that staff and students on site are 
protected. 
 
Please find attached a copy of the curriculum information that your son/daughter will need to know in 
order to be fully prepared and make the most of each session.  Please take time to go through the details 
as there are some subjects where your son/daughter will need to prepare in advance of the sessions. 
  
Following requests from a number of parents, it has been agreed that students can: 
  

a) Leave after Period 3 on any of their allocated days with parental permission.  
It is recommended that this should only be considered should they not have a lesson in a subject 
that they study in the Period 4 slot. 

b) Arrive for Period 4 only on any of their allocated days with parental permission. 
It is recommended that this should only be considered should they not have a lesson in a subject 
that they study during periods 1 to 3 on that day. Where this is the case, the time of arrival to the 
Sixth Form gate for any student in a group numbered from 1 to 4 would need to be between 
12.35pm and 12.45pm; whereas, the time of arrival at the Main Chapel gate for any student in a 
group numbered from 5 to 8 would need to be between 1.00pm and 1.10pm. 

  



Please email j-tucker@st-bernards.slough.sch.uk to inform us of which days your child will either arrive 
after Period 3 or leave after Period 3. No student will be allowed to leave early without an advance email 
to the aforementioned address and any student that does not arrive for Period 1 will be treated as absent 
without reason should we not have been informed in advance. Please allow at least 24 hours notice in 
either event.  
  
Arrival or departure outside of the agreed slots (arrival: before Period 1 or Period 4; departure: after 
Period 3 or Period 4) will not be permitted other than in exceptional circumstance. For this, a request 
should be made in advance to the Head of Year 10  (d-hodkinson@st-bernards.slough.sch.uk). 
  
I would like to remind you that to maximise the chance of maintaining social distancing, there is a 
staggered start for groups 1 to 4 and groups 5 to 8.  Consequently, lessons are slightly staggered, which 
allows for staggered breaks and lunch.  Groups 1 to 4: arrive on site between 9.05am and 9.20am via the 
main car entrance and report to the Sixth Form gate (the entrance used for mufti-days).  Groups 5 to 8: 
arrive on site between 9.20am and 9.35am via the main car entrance and report to the KS3 and KS4 
student entrance (the gate by the Chapel).  Departure at the end of the day is also staggered.  Groups 1 to 
4: depart at 1.50pm via the Sixth Form gate.  Groups 5 to 8: depart at 2.15pm via the KS3 and KS4 student 
entrance.  
  
Year 10 are one of our priority year group and a vast amount of thought and planning has gone into how 
best to support the students over the next three weeks.  We will be keeping to the 2 m social distancing 
rule where possible even though there has been revised guidance as of 4th July. 
  
Please can you read through this letter with your son/daughter, as well as the social distancing at St 
Bernard’s guidance attached.  
 
Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions. 
  
Take care. 
  
Mr Daniel Hodkinson 

Head of Year 10 
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