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Dear Parents, 
   
In addition to my weekly Newsletter, I am writing to provide you with an update about our return to school plans for pupils in 
January 2021.    
 
On 17th December the Department for Education (DfE) announced that in order to support the preparation for the roll out 
of mass testing in schools nationally, that only pupils in Year 11 and Year 13, alongside those children of key workers and any 
other vulnerable pupils, will return to school on the 5th January for face-to-face teaching onsite.  You can read the DfE Press 
Release here.  School coaches will run as normal for students attending school.  
 
All other pupils across Years 7, 8, 9, 10 and 12, will remain at home and continue their learning remotely online, until 
they return on Monday 11th January 2021, at the normal time.  Parents of students engaging in remote education at home who 
are eligible for free school meals will be sent an email regarding the provision. 
  
I appreciate the late notification of this announcement and potential additional disruption this may cause to normal family 
life, at the start of the new year.  I have requested that teachers provide work via Classcharts for pupils who remain at home and 
pupils will be in invited to and are expected to participate in live lessons via Teams, in line with our current timetable and 
curriculum offer.  
 
National Testing Programme  
The school will deliver the testing programme which should enable as many staff and students as possible to get tested from 
early in January, in line with DfE guidelines still to be published. If the first test is positive, the person would be immediately 
required to self-isolate and book a further test at a government testing centre to confirm the result. If the first test is negative, 
the person would be tested again three days later. The specifics of this programme will be shared in due course, once we have 
been provided with the information from the Government. The benefit of this programme is that a person would not need to 
isolate for 10 days unless they test positive. Participation is optional and a consent form will be made available for all parents 
and carers who wish for their child to be part of this programme.  I will keep parents informed of the latest developments, early 
in the new year.   
 
If you are a key worker and would like your child to attend school from 5th January or have any other questions in relation to the 
start of term arrangements, please do contact me via g-tearle@st-bernards.slough.sch.uk 
  
Please be aware, the school closes for the Christmas break today and our School Office will be closed from 12.30pm. Should you 
have any urgent queries regarding this letter please email g-tearle@st-bernards.slough.sch.uk.  Please note our School Office 
will reopen on Monday 4th January 2021. 
 
As ever, thank you for your continued support of your child's education at St Bernard's Catholic Grammar School.  I would like to 
wish you a very happy and holy Christmas and a brighter New Year.  
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 

Paul Kassapian 
Headteacher                                                                                                                                          
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