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17th March 2020 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Parents,  
 
Further to my letter on 13th March, the government’s guidance on the coronavirus has changed.  I am writing to 
inform you what we are doing in response. 

I would like to reassure you that at St Bernard’s Catholic Grammar School we are taking all the necessary steps to 
support our pupils, staff and school community and are continuing to follow official guidance from the 
Department for Education, Public Health England and the Slough Local Authority. 

 

What is the current situation? 

 The school remains open – this is the current official guidance we have been given. 

 All school functions continue to run as normal. However, the Parent Focus Group meeting scheduled for 

Wednesday, 18th March @6.00pm is postponed until further notice. 

 There will be no other sporting/extra-curricular after school events from Wednesday, 18th March. 

 All pupils should attend at the normal start time, everyday unless they feel unwell. If your child has any of the 

following symptoms they should remain at home for 14 days: 

o A new, continuous cough and/or  

o A high temperature 

 Pupils should also remain at home for 14 days if anyone they live with has the above symptoms. 

 If your child is unwell or is self-isolating, please report this as you would normally by calling the Absence 
Line on 01753 695077.  Please see attached. 

 If your child has any underlying health issues and you would like to take responsibility for them and self-
isolate at home to reduce risk, we will support your decision and your child will be marked as having 
authorised absence.  

 If any member of your close family has any underlying health issues and you feel that taking responsibility 
for your child remaining at home and self-isolating is the most appropriate course of action then, we will 
support your decision and the absence will be authorised.  

 We are aware that some parents are choosing to keep their children away from school even though they 
have no underlying conditions, no contact with any suspected coronavirus cases, and with no well-
founded reason. In these situations, the school reserves the right not to authorise the absence. 

  



 

What we need you to do:- 

 If you have recently changed your contact details, please inform the school office as soon as possible 
via email to office@st-bernards.slough.sch.uk  

 If requested, please come and collect your child, if we ask you to or make arrangements for them to be 
collected, if they are unwell while at school.   

 If pupils are self isolating or the school is closed teaching and learning would very much continue with 
students expected to access learning remotely.  This will involve teachers providing resources and 
setting work for all students they teach to complete online by their email, Office 365 accounts and 
ClassCharts.  Check that your child has access from home and let us know if there are any issues. 

 

What happens if the school has to close? 

We will only close if we are either officially advised to do so or we do not have enough staff to run the school. 

In either case, we will: 

 Communicate regularly to keep you updated through the school website and via email. 
 

 Any safeguarding issues should be raised in the usual way by contacting Mr Tomlinson the Designated 
Safeguarding Lead on m-tomlinson@st-bernards.slough.sch.uk   

 

 Students eligible for Free School Meals will be contacted directly and alternative arrangements will be put 
into place during any school closures. 

 

 Please keep in mind that we are only sending out this information to help the school community prepare. 
There are currently no plans to close. 

I appreciate that parents are fully supporting the school’s decisions in prioritising pupils’ learning, their health and 
well-being.  I can confirm that I have responded to an irresponsible social media post, circulated by a pupil about 
a confirmed case in the school, which is unfounded. 

 

If you have any questions:- 

Please consult the: 

 School office, if you have any questions about our response.  

 NHS, if you want to know more about the symptoms of coronavirus. If you think you or your child may have 
the symptoms, use NHS 111 online if at all possible before calling 111. 

 Department for Education’s coronavirus helpline: 0800 046 8687, if you have any questions about the 
government’s response to coronavirus in relation to schools. 

  
Thank you for your continued support.  
 
 Yours sincerely  
 

 
Paul Kassapian 
Headteacher 
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