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14th May 2021 

 
 
 
Dear Parents, 

In addition to my weekly newsletter, I am writing with an update in relation to the proposals for the move to Step 3, 
of the easing of lockdown restrictions on 17th May.   

 

Anticipating the wider opening of society is something that many of us have looked forward to for months and I am 
very pleased that it will bring new opportunities and experiences for our students and school community.   The DfE 
have provided additional guidance to support schools at this stage which parents can see here. 
   
Despite the headline announcement, that face coverings are no longer required to be worn in school, we have 
decided that we will continue with our current practise for the next 2 weeks, until pupils return after the May half 
term break.  It is therefore expected that all pupils and staff will continue to wear face coverings at all times in 
school, unless they are exempt.  There are a number of reasons for this decision.   

 

To date, we have had no confirmed cases in school since we returned on 8th March and no pupils or staff have been 
asked to self-isolate or continue their learning remotely. This means that pupils have been able to enjoy a sustained 
and undisrupted period of time in school, unlike their experiences in the first and second term. 

 

Slough continues to be an area of high transmission and we do not want to contribute unnecessarily to community 
spread of the disease.  There is an increasing concern about the rise in the new variant strains and we want to 
minimise the potential negative impact this may have on our school community.  

 

Pupils and staff have responded very well to the requirement to wear face coverings at all times in school, when 
social distancing is not possible and we wish to maintain this until the end of half term, to ensure the safety 
and wellbeing of our community.   

 

After half term, we will be strongly recommending that pupils and staff continue to wear face coverings when 
moving between lessons and in areas where social distancing is not possible.  It is hoped that face coverings will not 
be required to be worn during lessons or outside, unless pupils and staff choose to do so.  
 
I have sent a video message to all students today which you can view here. 

 
Please can I encourage parents to continue with the twice weekly testing of their sons and daughters and 
report their results here.  
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
Paul Kassapian 
Headteacher                                                          
 

https://ascl.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=dae6fbf66d6135a8a21b3627d&id=7678827b9a&e=7a5dad2368
https://stbernardssloughschuk-my.sharepoint.com/:v:/g/personal/g-tearle_st-bernards_slough_sch_uk/EQ1oT_wU4lhAlRw0A_R9KCkBG5RAVTuVG3qmjB6zn8es1g?e=kz4xIE
http://www.st-bernards.slough.sch.uk/830/covid-19

