
St Bernard’s Catholic Grammar School 

Information for Parents and Students 

As at 12/06/2020 

 

Face to Face Meetings taking place during week commencing 15th and 22nd June 2020 

 Students should arrive no more than 10 minutes before their allotted appointment time. 

 Students should wait in the car until their time or if not in a car wait outside on the front 
lawn and remember social distance guidance. 

 Students will enter the building via Reception when asked to do so by the member of staff. 

 Students must use the hand sanitizer provided at the reception when entering the school 
building. 

 Students should proceed along the bottom corridor to their allotted room. 

 Students are asked to enter the room without touching the door or handle and to leave the 
door open. 

 Students are then asked to take a chair from the pile on their left as they enter, place it a 
distance from the table and not to put anything on the table. 

 There is to be no physical contact between staff and students. 

 Students are requested at the end of the meeting to place their chair on the pile to their 
right. 

 Students will then leave the building via the Main Grand Staircase door. 

 Students should then leave the school premises and grounds as soon as possible. 

 Please note that there no toilets will be available in school for these meetings. 

 Parents and young people are encouraged to walk or cycle where possible and avoid public 
transport at peak times. Further information about safe travel can be found in section 5 of 
the guidance below.  

 https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/closure-of-educational-settings-information-
for-parents-and-carers/closure-of-educational-settings-information-for-parents-and-
carers#contents. Students should be reminded that if using public transport, they must 
follow social distance guidance and wear face coverings. 

 If students are travelling by bicycle, they can lock their bikes to the Sixth Form or pedestrian 
gates. 

 A reminder also that at the present time, car sharing is only acceptable between members 
of the same household. 

 Students are not required to wear school uniform for this meeting. 
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29th June and Onwards 
 

 Students must use the hand sanitizer provided at the entrances when entering and leaving 
the school building. 

 There will be no catering in school so students will need to bring a snack. They must also 
bring water.  

 To avoid the risk of contamination students cannot access the water points in school. 

 Students will only be allowed to leave their allocated classroom to go to the toilet.  

 They will have a short break about half way through the session when they can have their 
snack but will remain in the room.  If they wish to sanitise their hands before eating, we 
suggest they bring sanitizer with them. 

 Students will need to wear school uniform. Government advice is that students and staff 
wear freshly washed clothes to school each day. 

 They will need to bring appropriate equipment to school. Subject teachers may ask them to 
bring textbooks so students should continue to monitor Classcharts, Teams and emails. 

 All students must have their own supply of disposable tissues at all times. The school does 
have a supply of disposable tissues for use in emergencies. 

 
Attendance 
The government has made it clear that it must be the parents' decision to send their children to 
school. However, we are encouraging all students to attend on their identified days and times. We 
will, of course, respect the choices of all families in their decision making. There will be no penalties 
for continuing to keep your child safe at home. 
 
Parents must not send their child to school if; 
 

 Anyone in the household, including your child is displaying symptoms of covid-19. If you are 
unsure, please check your child’s temperature. 

 The child or anyone in the household is self-isolating. 

 Your child is shielding or clinically vulnerable. 

 This link provides further information on risks to different groups, including if you are living 
with a shielded or clinically vulnerable 
person. https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attac
hment_data/file/885631/Overview_of_scientific_advice_and_information_on_coronavirus_
COVID19.pdf 

 
In addition, the government require us to record attendance/absence quite specifically. Please ring 
the pupil absence line on 01753 695070 if; 
 

 Your child is in the shielding or clinically vulnerable group and so will not be attending school 

 You have chosen for your child to attend school but they then become ill. Please tell us if the 
illness includes covid-19 symptoms. 

 You have chosen for your child to attend school, but then changed your mind. 

 You have chosen for your child not to attend school, but then changed your mind. We must 
have 24 hours notice of this. 

 
Travelling to and from School 

 Please note we will not be able to run school transport for these sessions. 
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 Parents, children and young people are encouraged to walk or cycle where possible and 
avoid public transport at peak times. Further information about safe travel can be found in 
section 5 of the guidance below. https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/closure-of-
educational-settings-information-for-parents-and-carers/closure-of-educational-settings-
information-for-parents-and-carers#contents 

 
If parents are dropping their child at the school, please note you will only be able to drive onto the 
front of school site.  
 
Arrival/Departure 

 Students will not be admitted onto the school site until TBC. 

 Please ensure that your child is aware of the current lockdown rules. Thames Valley Police 
are monitoring the public spaces in Slough and breaking up gatherings of people, which 
break the lockdown rules. We would not want students to find themselves in this situation 
before or after their sessions in school. 

 
Student and Staff Safety 
The safety of our students and staff is our number one priority. We have used the government’s 
hierarchy of controls to plan the return of students and staff and reduce the risk of transmission of 
the virus. These include: 

 Minimising contact with individuals who are unwell by ensuring that those who have 
coronavirus (COVID-19) symptoms, or who have someone in their household who does, do 
not attend school. 

 Cleaning hands more often than usual. 

 Ensuring good respiratory hygiene by promoting the ‘catch it, bin it, kill it’ approach. 

 If a pupil is taken ill during the day with symptoms of Covid-19, the pupil will be isolated and 
the parents contacted. Parents are requested in this case to collect the pupil as soon as 
possible to minimise the amount of time the pupil is in school. 

 Cleaning frequently touched surfaces often using standard products, such as detergents and 
bleach. All areas of the school used each day will be deep cleaned at the end of each 
session. A cleaner will be on site during sessions to clean toilets, doors, banisters etc. 
regularly. 

 Minimising contact and mixing by altering, as much as possible, the environment (such as 
classroom layout) and timetables. 

 
The school’s Covid-19 risk assessment document will be uploaded to the school website, along with 
a copy of this letter. We will populate the website with updated guidance on a regular basis. 
 
Pupil Code of Conduct 
The school's Behaviour Policy remains active even in this time of school closure. There will be some 
additions to it, presented in a separate addendum, specifically relating to student behaviour on 
return to the school site for lessons in the context of social distancing and minimising the chance of 
the spread of Covid-19. This addendum will be circulated to parents and students in the week of 
22nd June and will clearly outline expected behaviour and possible sanction for a breach of the 
code of conduct. 
 
Pupil Wellbeing 
We are aware that the virus and subsequent lockdown are troubling for us all and that they have 
the potential to affect our mental health and wellbeing. If you are concerned about your child’s 
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heath, welfare or wellbeing at all, please do contact your child’s Head of Year. We want to ensure 
we support our students at this difficult time. 
 
Testing, Symptoms and Confirmed Cases 
We will be following Public Health England procedure for dealing with a suspected and/or 
confirmed case of Covid-19.  You may also be aware that anyone living in England who displays 
Covid-19 symptoms can be tested. This link provides further information on what this entails and 
how to get tested.  https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-getting-tested 

 

If your child tests positive please advise the absence line 01753 695070 as soon as possible and the 
school will implement the following government guidelines for schools see below: 
 

When a child, young person or staff member develops symptoms compatible with coronavirus 
(COVID-19), they should be sent home and advised to self-isolate for 7 days. Their fellow household 
members should self-isolate for 14 days. All staff and students will have access to a test if they 
display symptoms of coronavirus (COVID-19). 

Where the child, young person or staff member tests positive, the rest of their class/group within 
their childcare or education setting should be sent home and advised to self-isolate for 14 days. The 
other household members of that wider class/group do not need to self-isolate unless the child, 
young person or staff member they live with in that group subsequently develops symptoms. 

As part of the national test and trace programme, if other cases are detected within the child or 
young person’s cohort or in the wider education or childcare setting, Public Health England’s local 
Health Protection Teams will conduct a rapid investigation and will advise schools and other settings 
on the most appropriate action to take. In some cases, a larger number of other children and young 
people may be asked to self-isolate at home as a precautionary measure - perhaps the whole class, 
site or year group. 

 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-getting-tested

