
                                                                                                                                                  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Developing Student's Independent Learning;  A focus on our core priorities for the future. 

 
Following yesterday’s announcement by the Government that schools are to close as of the end of the 
academic day on Friday, the plans that we have in place to continue to support our students in their 
learning will now be implemented. It is essential that our students continue to study whilst they are at 
home. It is imperative that our students continue to strive to fulfil their best academic potential; in support 
of this, teachers will continue to set appropriate and challenging work regularly. 
  
Work will be set electronically through one of two platforms; school email or ClassCharts. Please ensure 
that your son/daughter is able to access these platforms from home and contact the school on office@st-
bernards.slough.sch.uk if they are unable to do so.  

 
Our recommendation would be that students continue to follow their current school day routine, 
undertaking work from specific subjects when they are timetabled to study them, interspersing their study 
with short 5 minute breaks at the end of every hour of study and having two longer breaks, one of 20 
minutes at 11.00am and the other an hour at 1.25pm. If they are able to do this, it will help them remain in 
the mindset of study, prevent them from falling behind in their studies and assist in creating some sense of 
normality in these exceptional circumstances. 
  
Teachers may set much more than a lesson’s worth of work at one time; students do not need to complete 
it all in one go but should dedicate a full lesson’s worth of time to it in-line with their timetable and 
undertake an appropriate amount of homework as per their homework timetable. The amount of work 
completed by one student in the hour may differ from that of another but should be commensurate with 
their ability.  

 
Those students on our Gifted and Talented register should complete all of the extension tasks that are set 
by their teachers; whilst those students that receive targeted SEN support should communicate regularly 
with their LSA or the SENCo for specific support or guidance.  

 
Assuming good health, teachers will be regularly available to offer guidance and support to their students; 
any queries that the students may have about particular aspects of the work they are undertaking should 
be directed to their subject specific teacher via school email. Although the teacher may not be available to 
reply immediately, our teaching staff know that they are expected to respond to student queries promptly. 
  
At this point in time, we are unaware of the length of time that schools will be required to remain closed. 
However long this transpires to be, this break from the routine of school based learning cannot be allowed 
to adversely impact the ultimate progress of any of our students. We would expect students to be aware of 
how each of their subject's curriculum develops over the next term and in to the next school year, by 
accessing the Curriculum Guides via the website.  

 
In addition, pupils should undertake independent work to prepare themselves for the next stage of their 
learning by researching topics not yet covered or that appear in the curriculum in the next school year. This 
should also be supplemented by activities that will help enhance their spiritual, moral, social and cultural 
development.  
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Although we recognise that due to the suggested restrictions for self-isolation and social distancing 
completing some of the tasks found in the Cultural Passport may be difficult, activities such as prayer, 
reading for pleasure, video calling via social media platforms, physical exercise and those things that we do 
simply because we enjoy them should all be undertaken as part of the daily routine; keeping a diary about 
how each of us is feeling about the challenges we face may also be beneficial. Doing these things will help 
individuals to maintain positive mental and physical well-being during this difficult time. 
  
Parents/Guardians can help support by doing the following: 
  

•     Make sure your son/daughter has access to their school email and ClassCharts app and can log in to 
both successfully, as well as ensuring that you can access the ClassCharts app as a parent. Please 
contact the school office on office@st-bernards.slough.sch.uk if any of these are not accessible. 

  
•     Make sure your son/daughter has the relevant e-learning logins appropriate for their year group to 

support them in their work e.g. Dr Frost Maths, Kerboodle etc. Students can contact the relevant 
teacher by email if they need help with these logins. 

  
•     Make sure your son/daughter has somewhere quiet to work. As outlined above, we would ask that 

parents/guardians try to ensure that their son/daughter undertakes a minimum of five hours of 
quality work each day; a quiet space will assist in this. 

  
•     Teachers will be available where possible via email to reply to any queries from their students over 

the period of closure. Any work to be assessed will need to be submitted electronically via this 
platform. Please do not expect an immediate response as teachers just like yourselves will be 
adjusting to the situation. If a teacher is unwell/unable to respond they will endeavour to set an out 
of office response. 

  
•    Feedback will be provided by teachers at appropriate points. However, students will be given 

guidance on how to self-assess, via resources such as mark schemes, but they may wish to consider 
sharing work and ideas with their friends in the class to peer assess; this may help to add variety to 
their experience. 

  
•    Teachers will try to set a variety of work so that this time away from school remains stimulating but 

please do accept that there are limits to this. 
  
Thank you for your support in this challenging time. Although we recognise that remote learning overtime, 
is only part of a high quality educational experience, we passionately believe that with full engagement in 
the process from our students that it will prove to be a very worthwhile experience. 
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