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Dear Parents, 
 
As we approach the end of this very different academic year, I am writing to provide you with a summary 
of our plans for the summer and start of the new term in September. 
 
Summer Holiday Arrangements 
After the successful partial reopening of the school for pupils in Year 10 and 12 from 15th June, the school 
will officially close on Friday, 17th July at 4.00pm until Friday 7th August for the summer break.  There will 
be no pupil, parent or staff access during this time, with the exception of the site team and contractors, 
who are involved in the demolition of the old Science hut and the refurbishment of the old Café into the 
new Science Laboratory. Essential health and safety work will also be completed over the summer.  I would 
like to thank the Diocese of Northampton who have allocated over £100,000 for these works to be 
completed.   
 
In addition, we will be completing a project to improve the outdoor seating facilities and social spaces, 
which will enhance the physical environment for our pupils when they return.  I would also like to express 
my sincere thanks to the PTFA who have donated £10,000 to this project.  The PTFA have raised a 
significant amount of money for the school and I am extremely grateful for their continued hard 
work.  Please can I encourage all parents to consider the ways in which they support the school as 
volunteers. 
 
We will review the most up-to-date government guidance on Monday 10th August, to determine if we can 
safely bring students back onto the school site to share their A level or GCSE results. We will communicate 
this with Years 13 and 11 separately.  
 
Consolidation and Getting Ahead Learning Programme 
During the lock down, many pupils have made excellent academic progress, maintaining their effort and 
attainment in all subjects, during the time they have been away from school. It will be important that all 
pupils have a break from their academic studies during the summer closure. 
 
However, Heads of Department and Heads of Faculties have created and provided material as part of a 
summer learning programme, with which pupils in all year groups will be expected to engage, in 
preparation for September.  This will involve them reviewing many of the topics they have studied during 
the lockdown and also consolidating their learning in a number of key areas. Pupils will also need to look 
ahead at the curriculum plans for the new academic year, including the Schemes of Work and Programmes 
of Study which can be found here School Website - Curriculum Information. 
 

http://www.st-bernards.slough.sch.uk/376/curriculum-information?search=programmes


                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

 

At the start of the year, alongside focusing on the pupils' pastoral needs and their emotional, physical and 
mental health, pupils returning as Year 11 or Year 13 will complete formal assessments, within the first 
four weeks, to help establish their academic priorities for the year ahead.  Additional information and 
dates will be communicated separately to these specific year groups. 
 
A Level Results Day - 13th August 2020 
If we are able to welcome students onto the school site, Year 13 can collect their A Level results from 
8.00am.  Myself, senior staff and the Examinations team, will be available to congratulate students and 
offer support with any UCAS related issues.  
 
If being on-site is not possible, alternatively, we will provide students with their A Level results by email to 
their school address at 8.00am. The school will be open for UCAS related queries on results day; more 
details will be sent by the Head of Sixth Form. 
 
I would like to congratulate all Year 13 for completing their time at St Bernard’s and wish them every 
happiness and success in the future. 
 
GCSE Results Day - 20th August 2020 
If we are able to welcome students onto the school site, Year 11 can collect their GCSE results from 
8.00am. Myself, senior staff and the Examinations team, will be available to congratulate students and 
offer support with enrolment into our Sixth Form. 
 
If being on-site is not possible, alternatively, we will provide students with their GCSE results by email to 
their school email address at 8.00am.  Pupils can then enrol into Sixth Form courses online, subject to them 
meeting the entry requirements. Individual appointments can be made to discuss option choices on results 
day.  More details on how to enrol and meet with staff will be sent by the Head of Sixth Form. 
 
Pupils in Year 10 who completed their GCSE Statistic examination will have their results emailed at 
12.00pm. 
 
Welcoming our Pupils and Staff back in September 2020 
In line with the Department for Education plans for all students to return to school from September, we 
are committed to ensuring that we are able to offer the outstanding educational experience for all our 
pupils, many of whom have not been in school for several months.  I know that parents have been very 
appreciative of the professionalism and dedication of staff during the lockdown and that staff are looking 
forward to teaching their pupils in the subjects they are passionate about.  This plan sets out a series of 
practical considerations and recommendations, which will ensure that the school site is safe for students 
and staff at all times.  The plan has been shared with governors and approved for implementation. 
 
Parental expectations and Guidance from the Department for Education can be found here Government 
Guidance. 

 

I know that some parents will be planning foreign holidays, or visiting family abroad during the summer 
break.  Please can I ask that all parents check Public Health England and the latest government travel 
guidance and quarantine restrictions, in order that their children are able to return to school on the first 
day of the new academic year. 
 
Start of Term Arrangements 
Tuesday, 1st September - Staff Inset Day. 
Wednesday, 2nd September -Year 7 only for their Induction Day.  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-in-the-autumn-term
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-in-the-autumn-term


                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

 

Thursday, 3rd September - Year 7 and Year 12 only for their Induction Day.  
Friday, 4th September - Year 7, 11, 12 and 13 only for their Induction Day. 
 
Monday 7th September - All pupils return to school. 
 
Attendance and Punctuality  
All pupils are to attend school and arrive punctually, in line with our expectations.  Information about any 
pupil who is not able to attend school, should be communicated by parents to the Attendance Officer by 
calling 01753 695077. 
 
Parents should avoid seeking permission to take their children out of school during term time. 
 
Transport and Arrival Times 
Where possible, pupils are encouraged to avoid public transport particularly at peak times and to walk or 
cycle to school.  The coaches will be resuming.  Pupils who use dedicated school buses or coaches should 
sit with pupils from their respective year group ‘bubbles’. The term ‘bubble’ refers to a group of pupils in 
the same year group.  We are liaising with the various coach companies who will be running their services 
in the new academic year.  
 
Pupils will be allowed on site from 8.15am and should aim to arrive between 8.15am and 8.45am, where 
they go directly to their dedicated year group ‘zone’. The term ‘zone’ refers to a designated part of the 
school for a specific ‘bubble’ of pupils. 
 
Pupil Zones and Bubbles 
As far as possible, we will be keeping pupils in specific year group ‘bubbles’ and ‘zones’ for registration, the 
majority of their lessons and social time during the school day. Year group specific information will be sent 
separately.  
 
Year 7 Zone - location A - Main Lower Building 
Year 8 Zone - location B - 90’s Building 
Year 9 Zone - location C - 70’s Corridor 
Year 10 Zone - location D - Main Upper Building 
Year 11 Zone - location E - 70’s Corridor 
Year 12 and 13 Zone - location F - Science Corridor and 80’s Block 
 
We have made the following adaptations to facilitate this: - 
 

• Pupils will be registered in Period 1. 

• We have amended the timings of lessons to allow 10 minutes for teacher movement, increased 
personal hygiene, a comfort break for pupils and cleaning between lessons. 

 
New Timings for School Day 
 

Registration 
Period 1   

8.45am - 8.55am 
8.55am - 9.55am  

Period 2   10.05am - 11.05am  

Period 3  11.15am -12.15pm  

Period 4 A   
12.20pm - 1.20pm 
Lunch for Year 7, 8 and 9 
Lesson for Year 10, 11, 12 and 13 



                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

 

Period 4 B   
1.20pm - 2.20pm   
Lunch for Year 10, 11, 12 and 13  
Lesson for Year 7, 8 and 9 

Period 5   
2.30pm - 3.30pm 
End of School Day 

 
 
Curriculum, Enrichment and Extra-Curricular Opportunities 
We will continue to deliver our outstanding curriculum to our pupils, offering the breadth, depth and 
academic rigour on which we know our pupils thrive.  Alongside the core curriculum and options subjects, 
we will be focusing on pupils' personal well-being, physical, emotional and mental health as a priority. 

There will be slight adaptions to the PE, Music and Technology curriculum for the first few weeks of the 
academic term, which will include some changes to existing arrangements.  We are aiming that by half 
term or as soon as possible, we will recommence our exciting enrichment and after school extra-curricular 
programme, which will be on offer to all our pupils. 

Pupils’ Personal Electronic Devices and Extension of our Bring Your Own Device Policy 
The school has successfully implemented a mobile device responsible use policy, which the majority of 
pupils adhere to at all times.  Students in Year 12 and 13 have demonstrated that using their own devices, 
as part of their classroom-based learning, is now widely considered an essential piece of equipment for 
effective educational delivery.   
 
In preparation for September, we have increased the amount of Wi-Fi available for pupils in the majority of 
our school buildings and are confident that pupils can bring their own devices to school to be used 
responsibly in lessons.   
 
Pupil’s own devices must be insured by parents as part of their household insurance policy.  The school is 
not yet in a position to provide every pupil with their own device.  However, we are looking at a number of 
IT ‘lease to buy’ schemes for the academic year 2020/2021. Pupils who are eligible for the pupil premium, 
may receive additional financial support with the cost of purchasing ICT equipment. 
 

Behaviour, Uniform and Lockers 
We will be reiterating our high expectations for pupil behaviour and standards of school uniform for all 
pupils from day one of the academic term.  Pupils will be required to follow and adapt to some new school 
rules and guidance, particularly in relation to increased hygiene practices and social distancing. 
 
Pupils have developed an excellent understanding and use of the Classcharts app for homework and 
rewards, which we will continue to enhance throughout the year. 
 
On those days that pupils have PE, they are to arrive in and wear their correct school PE kit for the whole 
day. 

Pupils will have limited access to their lockers on a daily basis, as many of the lockers are fixed in different 
zones around the school site.  We are encouraging pupils to bring only what they need for school each day 
and not to leave their possessions unattended in their zones.  This will require a focus on pupils' personal 
organisation, until we can safely allow pupils to move across all parts of the school. 
 
School Café  
In order to keep pupils separate in their bubbles we will not be offering a breakfast or break time service in 
the cafe. 



                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

 

 
The cafe will be open for each year group ‘exclusively’ during the designated lunchtime period. Pupils are 
actively encouraged to choose healthy food options from the Café and eat together in their designated 
year groups zones or outdoor spaces.  Please ensure that pupils have money on their ParentPay accounts 
which will enable them to purchase food on a daily basis. Pupils eligible for free school meals will be 
catered for. 

Action in the Event of Covid Related Outbreaks 
As part of our risk assessment, we will publish clear guidance for students and staff in the event of a Covid 
related outbreak.  You can find the risk assessment here Covid 19 - School Website. 
 
In the event of any pupil self-isolating, a partial or full school closure or a local or national lockdown, the 
school will continue to provide online learning as we have done previously, to ensure that pupils can 
continue with their education remotely.  
 
Partnership with Upton Court Grammar School  
We will be continuing to offer a number of courses for our Sixth Form students between ourselves and 
Upton Court Grammar.  Pupils will be able to move between the two schools respecting the social 
distancing and increased hygiene arrangements. 
 
 
I appreciate this is a considerable amount of information to share, however, we wanted to give parents 
and pupils as much information and reassurance as possible.  Any clarification requests can be emailed 
using this link Click here. 
 
I look forward to welcoming pupils back to school next term. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
Paul Kassapian 
Headteacher 
 
 
 

 

http://www.st-bernards.slough.sch.uk/830/covid-19
mailto:g-tearle@st-bernards.slough.sch.uk

