
Subject: Ancient History 
Key Stage: 5 
Year: 12 & 13 

 Intent Implementation Impact 

• What is the rational you have taken in 
shaping the curriculum? 

• Do pupils make progress in the 
curriculum? 

• What curriculum resources have you 
selected? Are they appropriate? 

• How are students assessed? 

• Are your assessments reliable? How do 
you know? 

• What would you expect the work of a 
grade 8 or 9 student to look like in this 
year group? (Key issue) 

• Do all student groups have access to the 
curriculum? How do you know? 

• What impact does staffing have? 
Specialist/non-specialist etc. 

The students to be motivated by the intrinsic 
interest of the subject.  They appreciate the 
complexity of the subject, by pushing the limits of 
their ability to understand.  They appreciate the 
vastness of the subject of comprehending two 
entire civilisations. Parallels with other epochs 
and lessons for today’s society are drawn.  
Ancient History and it sister subjects  are a 
conduit of a vast amount of the culture of  Britain 
and ‘The West’.  Later ancient history has a 
bearing on the history of the Catholic Church.   
The subject being primarily an essay subject helps 
develop fluent writing. It develops empathetic 
thinking.  Ancient History is an non-esoteric 
subject which required no prior knowledge but 
prior knowledge of the ancient world and some of 
the key concepts is helpful.  

The approach is varied in order to fix 
understanding and memory more firmly.  
Broadly the approach either starts with primary 
texts and other evidence, and progresses to 
seeing these as a synthesis, then develops to 
notes, essays and exercises. Otherwise the 
opposite approach is taken and we begin with 
lecture style lessons and move to evidence. 
Necessarily the course is very defined not only by 
the A level course (which is more interested in 
evidence and less in causology). There is a large 
amount of primary evidence reading required, 
which is scanned and made available on Teams 
along with the teacher’s notes. The OCR text book 
is obligatory to define goals for what otherwise is 
a huge subject. (The course covers a large amount 
of ground by comparison with the past.) Pamela 
Bradley’s books are also required. Various videos 
and websites are used. The cost of each pupil 
having a copy of each book as required is out of 
reach of the finances of the pupils and school.   
Assessment is by essay, and exam style-questions. 
In order to make sure that the marking is reliable 
the teacher co-ordinates with a department in 
another school, currently Godalming college. 
 

A top grade student will be a fluent writer, 
remember specific, relevant detail. Create a 
cogent and coherent argument, whist recognising 
other’s view; refer in detail to sources.    Also, to 
be able to evaluate visual primary sources; 
evaluate the relative reliability of authors. There is 
one teacher with a full background of classics 
teacher, who has taught A Level Ancient History 
before, but is learning to teach the new course 
with it’s very different aims. All students have 
access to the curriculum which is constantly 
evaluated by classroom interaction and writing. 
Reading is handed out in small, manageable 
amounts.  
 

 


