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CURRICULUM STATEMENT 

 

 
“This archetypal search for what is ‘true and good’ is the search which ought to encompass all 

aspects of human endeavour in our schools, conducted within every classroom and school 
department, within the whole school curriculum and in all extra-curricular activities. It is a search 

that travels inwards in the acquisition of self-knowledge, as well as outwards in the acquisition of 
wisdom. The search itself ought to be the hallmark of every good school in the country but the 
good Catholic school would differ from others only in its explicit understanding that this search for 

the fullness of truth and for the good is undertaken in companionship with Christ, whom it 
acknowledges as the ‘Way’, as well as ‘Truth’ and ‘Life’ itself” 

                                        “Formation in Virtues: Educating the whole person.” Catholic Education 

Service (2020) 

 
Intent 

As a Catholic school, the intent of the Curriculum at St. Bernard’s reflects a fundamental belief 
that every student is a unique individual created by God and deserving of the highest quality of 
academic achievement, spiritual, moral, and cultural development, and every chance for 

personal growth. 
The curriculum is designed to offer the breadth for students to explore their lived experience along 

with the depth to give an ability to engage with the complexity of the world. The Curriculum 
studied is designed to increase not only their knowledge and understanding, but also their ability 

and willingness to discuss and question that which they encounter. 
  
The curriculum will provide all our students with: 

• opportunities for spiritual, moral, and cultural development, 

• The chance to grow their mental, emotional, and physical well-being and resilience,   

• The ability to question and evaluate appropriately and express their ideas eloquently, 

• preparation for the opportunities, responsibilities, and experiences of adult life, 

• opportunities to go beyond the National Curriculum in their learning, 

• growth in both skills and knowledge that develop coherently over time and enable them to 

make the highest academic progress. 

 
Implementation 

The implementation of our Curriculum is built on our school Charism that “all students deserve to 
be educated in a nurturing community where each person is loved and valued.” This means a 
curriculum that is ambitious for every single student and aims to promote success for all regardless 

of background or need. 
Additionally, our students are deserving of a curriculum that brings them the appropriate 

challenge and the drive to succeed. In recognition that each student is different, the school 
endeavours to provide each student with a curriculum suited to their needs and interests. 
 

Every member of staff needs to ensure that; 

• the school’s Mission Statement and Charism is clearly understood and lived by all, 

• each student’s individual self-esteem is encouraged and upheld, 

• individual differences, capabilities and characteristics are celebrated and supported, 

• the whole school approach to the learning process is pervaded by a sense of fairness and 

justice. 
 

In lessons we will follow the principles that; 

• Challenge is at the heart of every lesson, 

• Knowledge is sequenced and modelled to build depth, 

• Questioning is continual to deepen understanding, 

• Staged Practice is used to develop skills and confidence, 

• Knowledge Review, short and long term, enables links to be drawn. 



 

 

 
Feedback offered must be proportionate, developmental and draw on the following range of 

areas to support student progress; 

• Student DIRT response to build their learning, 

• Individual and whole group feedback options, 

• Modelling of excellence, 

• Live marking, 

• Once termly formal assessment, 

• Individual support to respond to student needs. 

 
Impact 

At its most basic level, the impact of this curriculum needs to ensure that students leave this school 

with a deeper knowledge and understanding acquired across a broad range of subjects. This will 
enable them to achieve highly as well as providing the skills, ability and ambition to go on to work 

and study in whichever field they choose.  
The Curriculum also builds optimism and resilience in students to be successful in their personal 
goals and a desire to treat others as unique and special human beings worthy of love, forgiveness, 

and compassion. 
 

Experience by Key Stage 

 
KS3 

Students in Key Stages Three study a varied curriculum covering 16 subjects, which caters for and 
facilitates the development of a wide range of skills and talents. They receive the range of 

technology, computing, and creative subjects alongside core academic subjects. 

• Language choices:  In Year 7, our students study all four language options of Japanese, 

French, Spanish and Latin. At the end of Year 7 students opt for two languages to take in 
Year 8. 

 
KS4 

In Key Stage Four students continue to receive a breadth to their education, including the 
ambition that every student offered the chance to achieve the Ebacc to prepare them for the 
range of skills needed beyond school as well as maintaining creative and technical subjects. 

• All students study Religious Education, English Language and Literature, Mathematics, 

Biology, Chemistry and Physics to GCSE level, and non-examined Physical Education.  

• Students study to GCSE level at least one of the four languages, their choice of History 

and/or Geography and at least one subject (maximum of two) from the choices of Art, 

Business, Computing, Drama, Music, Physical Education, Resistant Materials and Food and 
Nutrition. 

• The majority of students will also be offered Statistics or Further Mathematics GCSE in 

addition to this as a twelfth GCSE. 

 
KS5 

Students are offered a broad array of subjects for their A level studies. Students are given the 
opportunity to select three subjects (or four subjects for those with an average GCSE points score 
of 8 or above) that they wish to study in Years 12 and 13 as full A level studies.  

• All the subjects that are currently on offer at GCSE are available for selection at A level, 

apart from Food and Nutrition. In addition, there are also the A level subjects of Ancient 
History, Economics, Philosophy and Ethics, Psychology, Product Design, and Sociology. 

  



 

 

 

• These are joined by the opportunity to study and complete the EPQ qualification in 

addition to A level subjects. All students are offered the EPQ study skills unit as a part of 

enhancing study and research skills. 

• In addition, all students undertake a non-examined Core curriculum of RE, General Studies 

and PSHE. 
 

The school will respond to the needs and preferences of each student and will try to provide the 
curriculum desired. The Governors recognise that there will be occasions when students may not 

be able to study exactly what they want due to logistical or financial constraints – but will plan 
staffing to minimise these occurrences and balance the curriculum desired by students with the 
financial constraints of running a school.  

 
Curriculum Offer by Year Group: 

 Year  

7 

Year  

8 

Years 

9, 10 & 11 

Years  

12 &13 

Religious Education X X X X 

English Language & Literature X X X X 

Mathematics X X X X 

Statistics   X  

Science X X   

Biology   X X 

Chemistry   X X 

Physics   X X 

Core PE X X X X  
(not Y13) 

Citizenship X X   

PHSE X X X X 

Art X X X X 

Computing X X X X 

Drama x X X X 

Food & Nutrition X X X  

French (shared with UCGS at 
A level) 

X X X X 

Geography X X X X 

History X X X X 

Japanese X  X X X 

Latin X X X X 

Physical Education    X 

Resistant Materials X X X  

Spanish (shared with UCGS at 

A level) 

X X X X 

Ancient History   X X 

Business   X  X 

Economics    X 

General Studies/EPQ    X 

Philosophy & Ethics & 
Theology 

   X 

Psychology    X 

Sociology    X 

Product Design (taught at 

UCGS) 

   X 

 

 

Appendix 



 

 

Enabling provision for small student numbers. 
 

Where there are concerns regarding an option subject being able to run at A level due to 
insufficient student take-up, various strategies will be considered to facilitate the subject still being 
on offer to the students. These will include: 

 

• Exploring the possibility of the subject being taught with Years 12 and 13 together. 

• The number of teacher-led hours being reduced from 9 per fortnight to a minimum of 2 per 

week, depending on numbers, with an increase in independent study hours from 1 per 

fortnight to a maximum of 3 per week. 
 

At A level, the normal principle is to have 9 hours per fortnight of teacher led instruction supported 

by 1 hour per fortnight of guided independent study time. The required student numbers for a 
subject to receive the full teacher-led curriculum hours of 9 per fortnight is a minimum of ten. 

 
Where student numbers are above five but less than ten, and the teaching of Year 12 and 13 

together is not possible, teacher-led curriculum hours may be reduced to 3 per week; for groups 
of five or less, and the teaching of Year 12 and 13 together is not possible, teacher-led hours may 
be reduced to 2 per week. If the alternative strategies to facilitate the subject remaining on offer 

are not viable, regrettably the course may not run. 
 

At GCSE, it is not possible to consider the same strategies to facilitate a subject running with lower 
student take-up. However, to retain the breadth of course on offer to the students, the Governors 
will do all they can to ensure that subjects with less than fifteen students do still run. In exceptional 

circumstances, the decision to remove the course from the curriculum offer may need to be 
taken. 

 
Linked policies 

• Careers Education 

• Continuing Professional Development 

• Feedback and Assessment 

• Home-School Agreement 

• Homework 

• Literacy 

• More Able Talented 

• Pupil Premium Statement 
• SEND 

 
 
The Curriculum Statement was approved by the Full Governors on 13th July 2022. 

 
This Statement will be next be reviewed and considered for approval in Summer 2024. 


