
St Bernard’s Catholic Grammar School 

 

Addendum to the Behaviour Policy in the light of the Covid-19 pandemic      Updated January 2022 

This addendum runs an extension to the school’s Behaviour Policy, which continues to apply in full; its foci are behaviours that relate to preserving the safety 
of all in light of the Covid-19 pandemic. 
Our school community is one where the support of others is fundamental to our ethos; our students and staff embody this every day. In this most challenging 
of times the need for this support is likely to be even more pronounced. Shown below are the additions to our Behaviour Policy, which are designed to help 
keep all elements of our school community safe and well; adhering to these instructions is an effective way of showing support and care for others.  
 

• Pupils must not attend school if they are displaying symptoms of Covid-19. 

• If a pupil becomes unwell whilst on school site, they must report to the school Matron (10.00am-2.30pm) or the school office in Matron’s absence as a 

matter of priority. 

• Full school uniform is to be worn, except on those days where pupils have practical PE lessons. On these occasions, pupils are to arrive and depart in their 

school PE kit to minimise the need for the use of shared changing rooms. However, pupils are to bring their uniform with them in case of poor weather 

during their PE lesson, providing them with dry clothes in which to change. 

• Pupils must not enter the back of the school site before 8.05am but are to be in school by no later than 8.45am. Once on site, pupils are to wait at the 

front of the school until 8.05am and once allowed to access the back of the school are to remain outside until 8.35am, when they can then access their 

form room.  

• Social distancing is recommended where possible, even when in a year group bubble. 

• Pupils are to arrive on and depart from the school site on foot, except for those that travel by school coaches that access the school site. There is to be no 

drop off or pick up on school site, other than to collect a pupil during the school day between 8.50am and 3.15pm or after 3.45pm. 

• Pupils that travel on school coaches are to board the coach in single file and stay in their allocated seat for the journey.  

• At lunchtime, pupils should aim to use the Café only in their year group’s allocated time slot.  

• Pupils must provide their own resources, such as stationery, textbooks (where relevant), pens and tissues. These items cannot be shared. Items such as 

footballs, netballs or basketballs can be shared for recreation but should be cleaned regularly between use. 

• Pupils are advised to use the foot operated hand sanitiser stations provided, or their own hand sanitiser, when entering and leaving the school buildings.  

• Tissues should be used to catch all coughs or sneezes, used only once and then disposed of appropriately in the bins provided. 

• Pupils will be dismissed at the end of the day in staggered release from 3.25pm (Yrs7&8) and must leave the site immediately, unless waiting for a coach 

that collects on school site or are involved in an after-school extra-curricular activity. 

• Although the school is cleaned carefully at the end of the day, pupils should avoid touching shared items and surfaces like banisters, doors and door 

handles wherever possible.   



• There is to be no dropping of litter; it is to be disposed of in the bins provided. Removal of someone else’s litter presents unnecessary risk to others. 

• Wearing a face covering in school is now personal choice in all areas of the school. Consequently, any pupil wishing to continue to wear a mask will need 

to bring a plain, simple face covering for use in school – see-through visors are not to be used as an alternative to a face covering.  

• Pupils must take full responsibility for their own mask/face covering. Any deliberate misuse of a face covering (for example, to hide one’s identity) will be 

considered a sanctionable behaviour. 

• As windows to classrooms will be open for ventilation, even during the winter months, the wearing of a school regulation coat is permitted inside the 

school building, including during lessons; however, hoods should be down when inside the buildings. It is strongly recommended that coats be removed 

on any day where temperatures are elevated to avoid overheating indoors. 

• Hooded tops are not considered as an acceptable alternative to a regulation coat or as part of the school PE kit. Consequently, if such an item is worn, it 

will be confiscated. 

• Pupils should avoid any unnecessary physical contact with each other at all times.  

• Any pupil whose behaviour puts their own or others’ safety at risk may be required to work in isolation. For repeated offences, the school will consider 

the use of some form of exclusion.  

• There is to be no spitting on or off-site; this would be considered a serious offence.  

• The Department for Education has confirmed that any pupil who commits serious or persistent breach of the new COVID-19 protection rules may be 
sanctioned using the full range of sanctions available, dependent on the seriousness of the breach, up to and including in serious cases, permanent 
exclusion. 


