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 Intent Implementation Impact 

• What is the rational you have taken in 
shaping the curriculum? 

• Do pupils make progress in the 
curriculum? 

• What curriculum resources have you 
selected? Are they appropriate? 

• How are students assessed? 

• Are your assessments reliable? How do 
you know? 

• What would you expect the work of an  
A* student to look like in this year 
group? (Key issue) 

• Do all student groups have access to the 
curriculum? How do you know? 

• What impact does staffing have? 
Specialist/non-specialist etc. 

 
The second year of the two-year A level course moves on to 
deeper and broader critique and evaluations of economic 
theory, as well as building new knowledge of economic 
models and concepts in Themes 3 and 4.   
Theme 3: Business Behaviour and the Labour Market 
This theme examines how the number and size of market 
participants, and the level of contestability, affect the pr 
icing and nature of competition among firms. Students will 
consider the size and growth of firms through exploring 
organic growth, mergers and takeovers. They will look at the 
reasons for demergers and why some firms tend to remain 
small. Students will look at the rational assumption that 
firms are profit maximisers and then challenge this by 
looking at alternative business objectives. Revenues, costs 
and profits are explored before linking these ideas to 
different market structures. Students will then be able to 
analyse and evaluate the pricing and output decisions of 
firms in different contexts and understand the role of 
competition in business decision making. Supply and 
demand analysis is specifically applied to the labour market 
to see how wages are determined in competitive and non-
competitive markets.  
At the end of this theme students should be capable of 
making an appraisal of government intervention aimed at 
promoting competitive markets. This theme will provide a 
coherent coverage of microeconomic content, drawing on 
local, national and global contexts.   
Theme 4: A Global Perspective:  
Students will be expected to understand the significance of 
globalisation, international trade, the balance of payments 

The Edexcel course has been chosen due to the effective 

covering syllabus which is supported by the Edexcel 

textbook which Year 13 students access with enthusiasm.     

Assessments are based on three papers, 1 for each theme 

and the synoptic paper 3.  Questions are taken from either 

from the textbook, from the Department’s resource bank 

or from past exam papers. The Independent Study 

Programme offers opportunity to consolidate learning. 

Assessments are on-going and time constraints, preparing 

students for their final exam and, for the PPE in January of 

their final year.  All timed assessment are designed to build 

on and support the development and fine-tuning of 

previously practised examination technique. Students are 

now assessed in line with all 4 Assessment Objectives 

namely: knowledge, application, analysis and evaluation.   

When building on the Assessment Objectives, as well as 

using an enquiring, critical and thoughtful approach to the 

study of economics and to develop an ability to think as an 

economist, students are encouraged to deepen their 

reading around syllabus ideas and content. Economics 

students also need to have acquired competence in 

quantitative skills that are relevant to and applied in the 

context of this theme. 

 

The key issue in Year 13 for students is getting to grips 
with the evaluation assessment objective and 
synthesising large quantities of subject content.   Due to 
the synoptic nature of the course, students must draw 
knowledge from all 4 Themes.  High level response 
students will demonstrate achievement in all 4 
Assessment Objectives.   
Students will need to build upon the knowledge, skills 

and understanding developed from Theme 1 in Theme 

3, and similarly, from Theme 2 in Theme 4. They will 

make connections across both microeconomic themes 

for Paper 1, both macroeconomic themes for Paper 2, 

and across Themes 1, 2, 3 and 4 in Paper 3. Teaching 

approaches to content reflect this. Students will need to 

apply their knowledge and understanding to both 

familiar and unfamiliar contexts in the assessments and 

demonstrate an awareness of current economic events 

and policies. 

The Independent Study Programme supports students 

through the curriculum which means that all students 

have opportunity to access the curriculum by actively 

making good use of the programme.  The course 

delivery is governed by timetabling staffing allocation 

looking for CPD opportunities. 



and exchange rates. They will examine public finance, 
macroeconomic policies and the role of the financial sector 
in a global context. Students will consider the factors 
influencing the growth and development of emerging and 
developing countries. In examining these areas, application, 
analysis and evaluation of economic models is required as 
well as an ability to assess policies that might be used to 
address national and global economic challenges.  
Students should develop an awareness of trends in the 
global economy over the last 25 years through wider 
reading and research so that they can include relevant 
examples in their analysis and evaluation. Students are 
encouraged to use an enquiring, critical and thoughtful 
approach to the study of economics and to develop an 
ability to think as an economist. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


