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 Intent Implementation Impact 

• What is the rational you have taken in 
shaping the curriculum? 

• Do pupils make progress in the 
curriculum? 

• What curriculum resources have you 
selected? Are they appropriate? 

• How are students assessed? 

• Are your assessments reliable? How do 
you know? 

• What would you expect the work of an  
A* student to look like in this year 
group? (Key issue) 

• Do all student groups have access to the 
curriculum? How do you know? 

• What impact does staffing have? 
Specialist/non-specialist etc. 

Edexcel sets out a robust and internationally comparable 
post-16 academic course of study to develop that 
knowledge, skills and understanding which enable UK 
universities to accurately identify the level of attainment of 
students. It also provides a benchmark of academic ability 
for employers. 
Two-year A level course is structured into four themes and 
consists of three externally examined papers. In year 12 
students build knowledge and understanding of core 
economic models and concepts in Themes 1 and 2, and then 
in year 13, build on this and apply their knowledge to more 
complex concepts and models in Themes 3 and 4.  
 Theme 1: Introduction to markets and market failure In 
this theme students will consider how markets work, looking 
at how supply and demand interact to allocate resources in 
national and international markets. They will learn how to 
apply supply and demand analysis to real-world situations to 
offer explanations of consumer behaviour to maximise 
utility and how firms maximise profit, but also why 
consumers may not behave rationally. Students will then 
look at market failure, its causes and the strengths and 
weaknesses of possible government intervention.  
Theme2 The UK economy – performance and policies: 
focuses on macroeconomics. This theme introduces the key 
measures of economic performance and the main 
instruments of economic policy primarily in a UK context. 
Students will be introduced to the aggregate demand/  
supply model so that they can use it to analyse changes in 
real output and the price level. They will: examine the use of 
demand-side policies, supply-side policies and direct 
controls as means of improving an economy's performance; 

The Edexcel course has been chosen due to the effective 
covering syllabus which is supported by the Edexcel 
textbook which Year 12 students access with enthusiasm.     
Assessments are primarily based on two papers on each 
theme, either taken from the textbook or from the 
Department’s resource bank. The Independent Study 
Programme offers opportunity to consolidate learning. 
Towards the end of the year and pre-PPEs students are 
given timed assessments to support their examination 
techniques. Students are mainly assessed in line with 3 out 
of the 4 Assessment Objectives namely: knowledge, 
application and analysis.   
When building on the Assessment Objectives, students are 
encouraged to use an enquiring, critical and thoughtful 
approach to the study of economics and to develop an 
ability to think as an economist. Economics, students need 
to have acquired competence in quantitative skills that are 
relevant to and applied in the context of this theme.  This 
links with supporting the more challenging evaluative 
Assessment Objective which is fully challenged in Year 13. 

 

The key issue in Year 12 for students is getting to grips 
with the Assessment Objectives.   Due to the synoptic 
nature of the course, it is difficult for students to draw 
knowledge from all 4 Themes.  This means that 
Assessment Objectives focus on knowledge, application 
and analysis. High level response students will 
demonstrate achievement in all 3 Assessment 
Objectives with emerging evaluative awareness. 
Students should be able to demonstrate and apply 

knowledge of terms/concepts and theories/models to 

show an understanding of the behaviour of economic 

agents and how they are affected by and respond to 

economic issues Analyse issues within economics, 

showing an understanding of their impact on economic 

agents. They should also start evaluating economic 

arguments by using qualitative and quantitative 

evidence to support informed judgements relating to 

economic issues. 

The Independent Study Programme supports students 

through the curriculum which means that all students 

have opportunity to access the curriculum by actively 

making good use of the programme.  The course 

delivery is governed by timetabling staffing allocation 

looking for CPD opportunities. 

 



recognise the underlying assumptions; predict the likely 
impact and effectiveness of such policies; and consider 
these in an historical context. Students should consider the 
different approaches that may be used by policymakers to 
address macroeconomic issues. Students should have 
knowledge of the UK economy in the last 10 years. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


